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ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

 
June 2013- Professor of Political Science and Women’s Studies, University of 

Michigan 
2000 - 2013 Associate Professor of Political Science and Women’s Studies, University 

of Michigan 
1997 - 2000: Assistant Professor of Political Science and Women's Studies, University 

of Michigan 
1994 -1997:  Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Michigan 
1992-1994: Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science 
  Reed College 
 
EDUCATION 

 
Ph.D. 1994  Brandeis University, Department of Politics 

Dissertation Director: Susan Okin 
 
B.A. 1984 Reed College, Department of Political Science 

Senior Thesis Director: Richard Wolin 
 
AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS [2000-present] 
 
Distinguished Graduate Mentor Award. Rackham Graduate School, UM, 2015. 
 
Associate Faculty Support Funds. LSA, University of Michigan, 2011. 
 
Rackham Spring/Summer Research Award. University of Michigan, 2011. 
 
Residency Fellowship. The Camargo Foundation, Cassis, France, Winter 2009 
 
Michigan Humanities Award.  OVPR, University of Michigan, Fall, 2008. 
 
Faculty Seed Grant. Institute for Research on Women and Gender, University of 
Michigan, 2008. 
 
NEH/Mellon Long Term Fellowship. The Newberry Library, Chicago, 2003-2004. 
 
Faculty Enhancement Award. Rackham Graduate School, University of Michigan, 2003. 
 
Best Article Award. Women and Politics Organized Section, American Political Science 

Association, 2000. 
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PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books: 
 
ROUSSEAU’S REPUBLICAN ROMANCE, Princeton University Press, 2000. 
 
Articles, Chapters, Essays: 
 
“Politics That Matter: Thinking about Power and Justice with the New Materialists” 

(co-authored with Bonnie Washick), Critical Exchange, with responses from 
Kathy Ferguson and Jane Bennett, CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL THEORY 
(February 2015): 63-89	  

	  
“Staging	  Reception:	  Aristophanes	  in	  Absolutist	  France,	  Chapter	  13	  in	  RADICAL	  

FUTURE	  PASTS:	  UNTIMELY	  POLITICAL	  THEORY,	  eds.	  Mark	  Reinhardt,	  Rom	  Coles,	  
and	  George	  Shulman	  (University	  of	  Kentucky	  Press,	  June	  2014):	  514-‐533. 

 
“Sovereign Address,” POLITICAL THEORY (April 2012): 135-164. 
 
“Philoctetes in the Bastille,” CULTURAL CRITIQUE (Winter 2010): 65-80. 

 
“Of Linchpins and Other Interpretive Tools: Reconsidering Okin’s Method,” in TOWARD 

A HUMANIST JUSTICE: THE WORK OF SUSAN MOLLER OKIN, eds. Deborah Satz 
and Robert Reich (Oxford University Press, 2009): 55-66. 

 
“Modern Times: Disciplining the Third Wave,” INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 

COMPARATIVE SOCIOLOGY (October 2006) 47: 403-410. 
 
“Getting Intimate with Wollstonecraft in the Republic of Letters,” POLITICAL THEORY 

(June 2005) 33: 344-369. 
 

“Ontology: A Useful Category of Analysis?” THE HEDGEHOG REVIEW, special issue on 
“Commitments in a Post-Foundationalist World: Exploring the Possibilities of 
‘Weak Ontology” (Summer 2005) 7: 86-93. 
 

“Facts, Values, and Real Numbers; Making Sense in and of Political Science,” with 
Stephen Engelmann and Sophia Mihic, in THE POLITICS OF METHOD IN THE 
HUMAN SCIENCES: POSITIVISM AND ITS OTHERS. Ed. George Steinmetz (Duke 
University Press, 2005): 470-495. 
 

“Republican Romance,” in FEMINIST INTERPRETATIONS OF ROUSSEAU. Ed. Linda Lange 
(Pennsylvania State Press, 2002). [Reprint of REPRESENTATIONS article, 1998.] 
 

“Interpretive Practices and Political Designs: Reading Authenticity, Integrity, and 
Reform in Rousseau,” POLITICAL THEORY (February 2001) 29: 91-111. 

 
“Interpellating Sex,” SIGNS: A JOURNAL OF WOMEN IN CULTURE AND SOCIETY,  

(1999) 24: 869-893. 
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“Republican Romance,” REPRESENTATIONS (1998) 63: 13-38. [Reprinted (2006) in 

Japanese translation, Japan Uni Agency.] 
 

"Educating for Citizenship: Reflections on Pedagogy as Conservation And Critique," in 
CITIZENSHIP AFTER LIBERALISM. Eds. Karen Slawner and Mark Denham (Peter 
 Lang, 1998): 127-146. 
 

"French Feminisms in an American Context: The Difference Race Makes," THE 
EUROPEAN LEGACY (1996) 1: 1017-1023. 
 

"Sexual Performance as Political Performance in the ‘Lettre à M. D'Alembert Sur Les 
Spectacles,’" POLITICAL THEORY (November 1995) 23: 585-616. 

 
Book Reviews 

 
FEMINISM AND THE ABYSS OF FREEDOM, by Linda Zerilli (University of Chicago Press, 

2005), for POLITICS AND GENDER, 3 (2007): 1-5 
 

THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA AND THE FOUNDING OF REPUBLICS, by Melissa M. Matthes 
(Pennsylvania State University Press, 2001), for THE JOURNAL OF POLITICS, 64 
(Feb. 2002): 664-667. 

 
FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 
 
“MATERIALISMS.” Essay for OXFORD HANDBOOK OF FEMINIST THEORY (forthcoming: 

2015) 
 

“POLITICAL THEORY AT THE POINT OF RECEPTION.” Essay in CLASSICAL RECEPTIONS 
JOURNAL (forthcoming: 2015) 

 
“blah-blah WOMEN blah-blah SEX blah-blah GENDER.” Essay for special edition on 

Rancière, Rhetoric, and Politics Symposium, PHILOSOPHY & RHETORIC 
(forthcoming: 2015) 

 
ONGOING RESEARCH 
 
THE AGONY OF ADDRESS. Book manuscript on the politics of eighteenth-century 

Epistolarity. 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS [2000 – present]  
 
Yale University. “Genre: A Useful Category of Historical Political Analysis.” Paper  

presented at “Political Thought and Historical Imagination,” CSPT Conference. 
March 2013. 

 
Catholic University of America. “The General Will: A Useful Category of Political 
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Analysis?” Paper presented at the Department of Political Science Conference 
“Rousseau at 300.” November 2012. 

 
University of Illinois, Chicago. “Universalism v. The General Will: Thinking the Politics 

of Human Rights with Rousseau.” Paper presented at UIC Institute for the 
Humanities Conference “Inquality and Exclusion: The Theory and Practice of 
Human Rights.” October 2012. 

 
Northwestern University. “Politics that Matter: Thinking about Power and Justice with 

the New Materialists.” Paper presented at the Political Theory Workshop. 
Evanston, IL. May 2012. 

 
University of Reading (UK.). “Staging Reception: Aristophanes’ Frogs and Political 

Moeurs in Absolutist France.” Invited Presentation, Legacies of Greek Political 
Thought, Reading, UK. December 2011. 

 
University of Minnesota. “Epistolary Sovereignty.” Paper presented at the Political 

Theory Workshop. Minneapolis, MN. February 2011. 
 

University of Minnesota. “Philoctetes in the Bastille,” Cultural Critique (2010). Invited 
for discussion of published work at the Early Modern Studies Interdisciplinary 
Workshop. Minneapolis, MN. February 2011. 
 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. “Addressing Sovereignty: A Case of 
Epistolary Politics in Eighteenth-Century France.” Paper presented at the Political 
Theory Workshop. April 2010. 
 

Reed College. “Illegitimate Speakers Address the King, or Doing Political Theory in the 
Archives.” Divisional Speaker, Division of History and Social Sciences. Portland, 
OR. March 2010. 
 

University of Wisconsin, Madison. “Addressing Sovereignty: A Case of Epistolary 
Politics in Eighteenth-Century France.” Paper presented at the Political Theory 
Workshop. January 2010. 
 

University of Michigan. Idealism Matters Conference. Respondent for papers by David 
Martyn and Silke Weineck. September 2009. 

 
New York University. “The Agony of Address.”  Invited presentation at the Center for 

Ancient Studies and the Program for Poetics and Theory Workshop “Discourses 
of Republicanism.” November 2008. 

 
Northwestern University. “Rhetoric and Political Theory: Historical Approaches.” 

Visiting Speaker and Seminar Facilitator at the Graduate Student Workshop, 
Department of Communications. Chicago, IL. July 2008. 

 
Notre Dame University. “The Ancien Régime of Letters.” Paper presented at the  

Political Theory Workshop. South Bend, IN. October 2008.  
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University of Michigan. Women and the Law Conference. Respondent for Marianne 

Constable’s paper, “Sabella Nitti’s Death Sentence.” April 2008. 
  
Columbia University. “Of Linchpins, Texts, and Other Social Facts: Reconsidering 

Okin’s Method.” Paper presented at the Columbia Seminar in Political Theory. 
September 2006. 

  
University of Michigan. “Theoretical Insights and Professional Designs: Making Sense 

of Gender in Political Scientific Inquiry.” Paper presented in the speaker series, 
Gender Across the Disciplines, Institute for Research on Gender and Women’s 
Studies. February 2006. 
 

Stanford University. “Of Women and Linchpins: Reflections on Okin’s Contributions to 
Feminist Political Theory.” Paper presented at Toward a Humanist Justice: 
Conference Honoring and Examining the Work of Susan Moller Okin. Stanford, 
CA. February 2005. 
 

University of Chicago. “‘I, Too, am a Man!’ Getting Intimate with Wollstonecraft in the  
Republic of Letters.” Paper presented at the Political Theory Workshop. February 
2004. 

  
Northwestern University. “‘I, Too, am a Man!’ Getting Intimate with Wollstonecraft in 

the Republic of Letters.” Paper presented at the Political Theory Workshop. 
Eavaston, IL. April 2004. 
 

Newberry Library. “Of Sovereign Expressions and Literary Negligees: Performing 
 Epistolarity.” Paper presentation. Chicago, IL. April 2004. 
 

Newberry Library. “The Ancien Regime of Letters.” Paper presentation. Chicago, IL. 
November 2003. 

  
UCLA. “Privacy, Property, and Sovereign Expressions: The Letter in Eighteenth-Century 

France.” Paper presented at the Center for Seventeenth and Eighteenth-Century 
Studies and Clark Library Colloquium “Writing Rights: Literatures and Public 
Spheres.” Los Angeles, CA. October 2002. 

 
“Facts, Values, and Real Numbers: Making Sense in and of Political Science” (co- 

authored with Stephen Engelmann and Sophia Mihic). Paper presented at the 
Wilder House Conference on Positivism and Postpositivism in the Social 
Sciences. University of Chicago. October 2001. 
 

UCLA. “Speaking to the Eyes: Metaphors, Metonyms, and other Literary Spectacles.”  
Paper Presented at the Center for Seventeenth and Eighteenth-Century Studies 
and Clark Library Colloquium “Rousseau and the Visual.” Los Angeles, CA. 
April 2002. 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS [selected, 2000 – present] 
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“Blah-blah WOMEN blah-blah-blah SEX blah-blah DIFFERENCE.” Roundtable 

comments on Samuel Chamber’s THE LESSONS OF RANCIERE at the Western 
Political Science Association. Seattle, WA. April 2014. 

 
“Taking Liberties with Language: Aristophanes’ Poetic Agon in Democratic Athen and 

Absolutist France. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American 
Political Science Association. Chicago, IL. Aug 2013. 

 
“Textuality and the Empirical/Theoretical Divide in Political Science.” Paper presented at 

the Annual Meeting of the Western Political Science Association. Los Angeles, 
CA. March 2013. 

 
“Politics that Matter: Thinking about Power and Justice with the New Materialists” 

(with Bonnie Washick). Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Western 
Political Science Association. Portland, OR. April 2012. 

 
“The Politics of Tragi-Comic Bodies.” Panel Discussant at the Annual Meeting 

of the Western Political Science Association. Portland, OR. April 2012. 
 
 “Political Theory and/as Genre Theory.” Paper presented as the Annual Meeting of 

American Political Science Association. Seattle, WA. September 2011.  
 
“Gender Analysis in the Study of Eighteenth-Century Sovereignty.” Paper presented 

at the Annual Meeting of the Social Science History Association. Chicago, IL. 
November 2010. 
 

“Performance as a Political Theoretical Concept.” Panel Discussant at the Annual 
Meeting of the Association for Political Theory. Portland, OR. October 2010. 
 

“Sovereign Expressions.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Western 
Political Science Association. San Francisco, CA. March 2010. 

 
“Author meets Critics: FEMINISM AND THE ABYSS OF FREEDOM.” Roundtable 

Discussant at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association. 
Chicago, IL. September 2008. 
 

“Modern Despotisms and the Need for History.” Panel Discussant at the Annual 
Meeting of the Western Political Science Association. San Diego, CA. March 
2008. 
 

“Friendship and Politics.” Chair/Discussant at the Annual Meeting of the Association 
for Political Theory. London, Ontario. October 2007. 
 

“Philoctetes in the Bastille.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American 
Political Science Association. Chicago, IL. September 2007. 
 

“Views of the Political Subject.” Panel Discussant at the Annual Meeting of the 
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American Political Science Association. Chicago, IL. September 2007. 
 

“Theorizing Political Inquiry.” Roundtable Presentation on FEMINIST INQUIRY: FROM 
POLITICAL CONVICTION TO METHOLOGICAL INNOVATION, by Mary 
Hawkesworth, at the Annual Meeting of the Western Political Science 
Association. Las Vegas, NV. March 2007. 
 

 “Philoctetes in the Bastille.” Paper presented at the colloquium “Reception and the 
Political,” co-sponsored by Bristol Institute of Greece, Rome and the Classical 
Tradition, and UM’s Context for Classics. Bristol University, UK. March 2007. 
 

“The Aesthetic and Politics.” Panel Discussant at the Annual Meeting of the 
Association for Political Theory. Bloomington, IN. October 2006. 
 

“Practicing Pierre Bourdieu.” Conference Panel Chair and Discussant. University of  
Michigan. September 2006. 

  
“Using GFP Transcripts in the Classroom.” Workshop Presentation/Facilitation. 

Global Feminisms Conference. University of Michigan.September 2006. 
 

“Remaking Modernity?” Paper presented at the Conference of the Council for  
European Studies. Chicago, IL. March 2006. 
 

“Political Imagination.” Panel Chair/Discussant at the Annual Meeting of the Western 
 Political Science Association. Albuquerque, NM. March 2006. 
 

“Addressing the Public.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Western 
 Political Science Association. Albuquerque, NM. March 2006. 
 

“Complexity of Diversity: Rethinking Gaps and Leveraging Differences.”  
Colloquium Panel Moderator. University of Michigan. November 2005. 

  
“Classical Reception and the Political.” Paper respondent for Ika Willis (Bristol). 

Context for Classics Colloquium. September 2005. 
  
“The Ancien Regime of Letters.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Western 

 Political Science Association. Oakland, CA. February 2005. 
 

“Orality v. Textual Performatives.” Panel Discussant at the Annual Meeting of the 
 Western Political Science Association. Oakland, CA. February 2005. 
 

“The Political Theory of Judith Butler.” Panel Discussant at the Annual Meeting of the 
 Association for Political Theory. Colorado Springs, CO. October 2004. 
 

“Bad Affect.” Panel Discussant at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 
 Association. Chicago, IL. September 2004. 
 

“What’s Ontology Good For?” Paper presented at the Conference, The Bearable 
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Lightness of Being: Weak Ontology and the Affirmation of Moral and Political 
Life. Northwestern University. March 2004. 
 

“Democratic Promises.” Panel Discussant at the Inaugural Meeting of the Association 
for Political Theory. Grand Rapids, MI. October 2003. 
 

“‘I, Too, Am a Man!’ Getting Intimate with Wollstonecraft in the Republic of  
Letters.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 
Association. Philadelphia, PA. September 2003. 
 

“Author Meets Readers,” ROUSSEAU’S REPUBLICAN ROMANCE. Selected book for  
the Feminist Theory Workshop, convened in conjunction with the Annual 
Meeting of the Western Political Science Association. Denver, CO. March 2003. 
 

“Deadly Letters and Novel Designs.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Western Political Science Association. Long Beach, CA. March 2002. 

 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE [2000 – present] 
 
Department of Political Science 
 
Graduate Admissions Committee, 2013-2014. 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, includes chairing Undergraduate Affairs Committee 

 (2010-2013). 
Faculty Diversity Ally for Political Science (2009-2011). 
Conference Co-Organizer, “Emerging Scholars in Political Science” (funded by 

Enhancing Diversity in Graduate Education Grant [Rackham]). Fall 2011.  
Application Reviews (Rackham Predoctoral Fellowships and Mary Malcomson Raphael 

Fellowship) (2009-2010) 
Manuscript Workshop (Christopher Skeaff, MSF Graduate Fellow) (2010). 
Tenure Review Panel Member (Mika LaVaque-Manty) (2006). 
Hiring Committees (Political Theory, 2004-2005; Public Law, 2003-2005). 
Executive Committee (2002-2004). 
Sexual Harassment/Climate Liaison (2001-2002; 2003-2004; 2005-2006; 2006-2007, 
2014-2015).  
Subfield Coordinator and Workshop Coordinator, Political Theory. 
 
Department of Women’s Studies 
 
PhD Task Force Committee (2014-2015). 
Certificate Advisory Committee (2011-2013). 
Women’s Studies Review Committee (2005-2006 [chair], 2008, 2010-2011).  
Third Term Review Committee for joint WS/English PhD students (2009-2010). 
Merit Review Committee (2008-2009). 
Executive Committee (2002-2005, 2008, 2013-present). 
Tenure Review Committees  

2012-present, Terri Conley (member) 
2007-08, Jayati Lal (Chair) 



9 

2002-03, Naomi Andre (Ad Hoc Committee) 
Lecturer II Review Committee, 2015 (Joanne Bailey) 
Mentoring Committees, 2005-2008 (Anna Kirkland, Jayati Lal, Hanna Rosen, Miriam 

Ticktin). 
Manuscript Workshops (Jayati Lal, Anna Kirkland). 
Ad Hoc Committees (Curriculum Review, GSI Review, WS240 GSI Hiring, WS 240 
Review, Partner Hire Review). 
 
College and University 
 
Associate Director of Graduate Funding, Institute for Research on Women and Gender 

(2013-present) 
Lurcey Fellowship Application Committee (2007-2008, 2008-2009, 2010-2011,  

2011-2012). 
Faculty Advisor, Rackham Interdisciplinary Reading Group: Rethinking Marxisms 

(2010-present). 
Rackham Outstanding GSI Selection Committee, (2010-2011). 
Sweetland Grants Writing Workshop (2009, 2010, 2011).  
Michigan Society of Fellows, Senior Fellow (2006-2010). 
Grant Review Committee, Institute for Research on Women and Gender (2001-2002) 
Community of Scholars Selection Committee, IRWG, (2004-2005, 2005-2006,  

2009-2010, 2012-2013) 
Community of Scholars Symposium, Panel Convener (2011). 
U.S. Site Committee, Global Feminisms Project (2002-04) 
Conference Planning Committee, GFP (2005-2006). 
Workshop Facilitator, GFP Conference (2006). 
Pre-Candidacy Grant Application Committee, International Institute (2001-2002,  

2003-2004). 
Steering Committee, Comparative Study of Social Transformations (2002-2003). 
Co-Director, “Structure: Arrangements of Matter and Meaning.” Rackham Summer 

Interdisciplinary Institute (2000). 
 
 
National/International 
 
Editorial Board, Theory & Event (2010-present). 
Editorial Board, Series in Politics, History and Culture, Duke University Press 

(2002- present). 
Executive Committee, Conference for the Study of Political Thought (2006-present). 
Program Co-Chair, Foundations of Political Thought, Annual Meeting of the American 

Political Science Association (2010).  
Manuscript Workshop (Julie Cooper, Political Science, University of Chicago) (2010) 
Mauscript Workshop (Will Roberts, Political Science, McGill University) (2014) 
Executive Council, Foundations of Political Thought, Organized Section of the American 

Political Science Association (2006-2010). 
Committee on the Status of Women in the Profession, American Political Science 

Association (2005-2008). 
Discussant and Chairs Selection Committee, Association for Political Theory (2004, 
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2007). 
Graduate Student Workshop on Rhetoric and Political Theory: Historical Approaches,  

Department of Communication at Northwestern University (Summer 2008). 
External Reviewer (with Frank Baumgarten), Department of Political Science, Western 

Michigan State University (2005).  
External Reviewer, Revised Academic Program Plan, Department of Political Science, 

Western Michigan State University (2007). 
External Review Committee Member, Department of Politics, Whitman College (2014). 
Conference Steering and Panel Selection Committee, Association for Political Theory 

(2003). 
Best Paper Selection Committee, Foundations of Political Thought, Organized Section of 

the American Political Science Association (2002-2003). 
Director, Women’s Studies Faculty Seminar, Providence College (Summer 2002). 
Project Reviewer, Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada  

(2003, 2005). 
 
MANUSCRIPT REFEREE (recent) 
 
Journals 
 
AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEW; THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY: THEORY AND 
INTERPRETATION; FEMINIST STUDIES; GENDER AND POLITICS; HYPATIA: JOURNAL OF 
FEMINIST PHILOSOPHY;  JOURNAL OF POLITICS;  LAW, CULTURE, AND THE HUMANITIES; 
POLITICAL THEORY; POLITICS AND GENDER; POLITY; SIGNS: JOURNAL OF WOMEN IN 
CULTURE AND SOCIETY; REVIEW OF POLITICS; THEORY & EVENT; CONTEMPORARY 
POLITICAL THEORY 
 
Presses 
 
Cambridge University Press, Cornell University Press, Duke University Press, Oxford 
University Press, Pennsylvania State University Press, Princeton University Press, SUNY 
Press, University of Chicago Press.  
 
ADDITIONAL TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Visiting Faculty. Lecture/seminar: “Transnational Feminisms,” Fudan 

    University, Shanghai, China. Summer 2008. 
 
Faculty. Lecture/seminar: “Reading Machiavelli: On Deception, Theatricality, and Other 

Political Arts.” University of Michigan/University of Wisconsin Honors Program,  
Sesto-Fiorentino, Italy. Spring 2005. 

 
 
 


