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Academic Appointments

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Associate Professor, Department of English, Center for Afroamerican and African Studies, 2006 to present.

Assistant Professor, English, Center for Afroamerican and African Studies, 1999 to 2006 

Publications--books   

Belabored Professions:  Narratives of African American Working Womanhood (University of North Carolina Press, 2005)
Editor, critical edition of Eliza Potter, A Hairdresser’s Experience in High Life[ 1859].   (University of North Carolina Press, 2009)
Reclassifying Race in 19th Century African American Literature. (WORK IN PROGRESS)

Publications—Essays and book chapters  
“Transcendental Globalization,” Roundtable Review essay on Paul Giles’s The Global Remapping of America Literature,” in Journal of American Studies (Cambridge U. Press), Vol 46.3 (Fall, 2012).
 “Are We There Yet?”:  Archives and Conjunctures in African American Literary Studies in American Literary History 20.1 (March 2008).

“Teaching Antebellum African American Texts,” in Beyond Douglass, ed. by Michael Drexler and Ed White (Bucknell University Press, 2008).
“‘so you see color makes no difference’:   Race, Slavery and Abolition in Eliza Potter’s A Hairdresser’s Experience in High Life” in Legacy 24.2 (Fall 2007)

“Raced Womanhood in North American Slave Narratives,” in The Cambridge Companion to the Slave Narrative, ed. Audrey Fisch (Cambridge University Press, 2007)

"Thinkable Alternatives in African American Studies,” Review Essay of Patrick Rael, Black Identity & Protest in the Antebellum North and John Ernest, Liberation Historiography:  African American Writers and the Challenge of History, 1794-1861 appeared in American Quarterly (vol. 58.1, March, 2006). 

“Black Hairdresser and Social Critic:  Eliza Potter and the Labors of Femininity,” American Literature (March, 2005).  
“Behind the Scenes of Black Labor:  Elizabeth Keckley and the Scandal of Publicity,” Feminist Studies (vol. 28.3, Fall 2002).  
Selected Presentations
“Teaching Recovered Texts ‘Beyond Douglass,’” presentation at C19 (Society of 19th Century Americanists), Berkeley, CA.  April, 2012.
Session Organizer and Panelist on Sutton Griggs.  American Literature Association.  May, 2009. 
Invited lecture. Cornell University.  October, 2008.
2008 Rheney Speaker, Vanderbilt University.  Fall, 2008.

Invited Speaker, Public Lecture.  University of Wisconsin, Madison.  April, 2008.  “Reclassifying Group Identity:  African American Chroniclers of the Higher Classes.”
Invited Speaker, “Future of US Literary Studies Conference” University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.  April, 2007

“so you see color makes no difference’:  Race and Class in a Hairdresser’s Autobiography’ MELUS Conference, Pamplona, Spain.  May, 2006.

“What do you call dissent in a Black Counter-Public?” Conference in Honor of Harold Cruse, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.  April, 2006.

 “From Chimney Sweep to Labor Reformer:  Frederick Douglass’s Labor and Class Politics,” Douglass and Melville Sesquicentennial Conference, New Bedford, MA.  June, 2005.

Session Organizer and Respondent:  “Reading Class in 19th Century African American Literature.”  American Studies Association Meeting. November, 2004.

“Cosby and Class,” Symposium on Race, Cosby and Class.  University of Michigan, October, 2004.

 “Eliza Potter and the Labors of Femininity.”   SSAWW Panel, American Literature Association  Meeting, May, 2003, Cambridge, Mass.

Education

University of Chicago.  Ph.D., Department of English.  December, 1998.

Georgetown University—M.A., English, 1989.  B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies, 1986.
Awards

Michigan Humanities Award, 2007. (Rackham Graduate School, University of Michigan)
Whiting Postdoctoral Fellowship in the Humanities; University of Chicago, 2001-2002.  
Walter and Carol Blair Dissertation-Year Fellowship, University of Chicago,  1995-1996.

Special Trustee Fellowship, 1991-1995.

Summer Mellon Research Stipend, 1993.
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