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CLASS OF 2025

Statistics PhD 
Graduation Program



Program
WELCOME

Professor Liza Levina 
Department Chair

REMARKS

Professor Kerby Shedden 
Director of the PhD Program

Weijing Tang 
PhD Alumna Speaker,  

Assistant Professor of Statistics & Data Science, 
Carnegie Mellon University

Kihyuk Hong
Graduating Student Speaker

Declan McNamara 
Graduating Student Speaker

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF AWARDS

Professor Stilian Stoev 
Associate Director of the PhD Program

RECOGNITION OF  
GRADUATING STUDENTS AND HOODING

Professor Kerby Shedden 
Director of the PhD Program

RECEPTION TO FOLLOW
Windows Lounge, 3rd Floor



Program University Awards

Rackham Outstanding GSI Award

Paolo Borello

Rackham International Student Fellowship 

Shihao Wu

Rackham Predoctoral Fellowship

Felipe Maia Polo

Unique Subedi

Shihao Wu

Rackham ProQuest Distinguished Dissertation Award

Subha Maity



Departmental Student Awards

Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award

Kihyuk Hong

Tim White

Marc Brooks

Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Team Award

Abhiti Mishra

Ethan Schubert

Xinhe Wang

Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Team  

Award Honorable Mention

Jaylin Lowe

Jesse Wheeler

PhD Student Service Awards

Alexander Kagan

Shushu Zhang

PhD Outstanding Dissertation Awards

Kihyuk Hong

Trong Dat Do

PhD Outstanding Dissertation Award Honorable Mention

Sunrit Chakraborty



External Awards

2025 Apple Scholars in Artificial Intelligence &  
Machine Learning PhD Fellowship

Vinod Raman

2025 Outstanding Paper at the Conference for Algorithmic Learning Theory 
A Unified Theory of Supervised Online Learnability

Vinod Raman 

Unique Subedi

2025 American Statistical Association Mental Health  
Statistics Section Student Paper Award

Chengyu Cui

2025 Eastern North American Region Distinguished Student Paper Award

Causal Inference with Text-Based Treatments and Outcomes

Kevin Wibisono

2024 International Meeting of the Psychometric Society  
Graduate Student Research Competition  

Expanding the Scope of Data Sources in Psychometric Research  
by Embedding Individual Records using Generative AI

Chengyu Cui 

Bo Meng 

Jing Ouyang 

Shihao Wu 

Zhiwei Xu

2024 IMS International Conference on Statistics  
and Data Science Student Travel Award

Shihao Wu



Master of Arts in Statistics Dual Degree

Embedded Master of Arts in Statistics

Aaron Abkemeier 

Soham Bakshi

Julian Bernado

Paolo Borello

Xuanyu Chen

Chengyu Cui

Soham Das

Pramit Das

Cheoljoon Jeong

Derek Lief

Jiacheng Liu

Matthew Truwit

Sunrit Chakraborty

Prayag Chatha

Pramit Das

Trong Dat Do

Kihyuk Hong

Easton Huch

Roman Kouznetsov

Declan McNamara

Bo Meng

Yumeng Wang

Doctor of Philosophy

Gabriel Durham

Mason Ferlic

Yizhou Gu

Yiling Huang

Alexander Kagan

Yuxuan Ke

Jiatong Liang

Jaylin Lowe

Felipe Maia Polo

Joseph Pennacchio

Sahana Rayan

Samuel Rosenberg

Jacob Trauger

Xinhe Wang

Yuqing Zhou

Daniel Zou



DEPARTMENT OF  
STATISTICS FACULTY

Moulinath Banerjee, Professor

Katherine Brumberg, Assistant Professor

Yang Chen, Assistant Professor

Colin Fogarty, Assistant Professor

Johann Gagnon-Bartsch,  
Associate Professor

Richard Guo, Assistant Professor

Ben Hansen, Professor

Tailen Hsing, Michael B. Woodroofe  
Collegiate Professor

Edward Ionides, Professor

Liza Levina, Chair and Vijay Nair Collegiate 
Professor

Walter Mebane, Professor

Long Nguyen, Professor

Snigdha Panigrahi, Assistant Professor

Jeffrey Regier, Assistant Professor

Ya’acov Ritov, Professor

Kerby Shedden, Professor

Stilian Stoev, Professor

Yuekai Sun, Associate Professor

Kean Ming Tan, Associate Professor

Jonathan Terhorst, Associate Professor

Ambuj Tewari, Professor

Naisyin Wang, Professor

Yixin Wang, Assistant Professor

Gongjun Xu, Associate Professor

Ji Zhu, Susan A. Murphy Collegiate Professor

LECTURERS

Nadiya Fink

Mark Fredrickson

Paul Green

John Keane

Corey Powell

Jayashree Ravi

Alicia Romero

Mark Rulkowski

Tianyi Wang

Xian Zhang

STAFF

Tiffany Comfort, Master’s in Data Science 
Program Coordinator

Gina Cornacchia, Undergraduate Advisor  
and Program Coordinator

Brian Cox, Undergraduate Program Assistant

Grace Finkbeiner, Event and Online Content 
Coordinator

Sydney Green-Stone, Career Services 
Coordinator

Courtney Hooper, Interim Chief Administrator

Katy Mattingly, Executive Assistant

Elvira Rivera, Student Services Manager

Kristen Stamboulian, Master’s of Applied 
Statistics Program Coordinator

Becca Usoff, PhD Program Coordinator

Sean Williams, Undergraduate Advisor and 
Program Coordinator



Stat-UM@umich.edu  |  www.lsa.umich.edu/stats

Regents of the University of Michigan

Jordan B. Acker, Huntington Woods

Michael J. Behm, Grand Blanc

Mark J. Bernstein, Ann Arbor

Paul W. Brown, Ann Arbor

Sarah Hubbard, Okemos

Denise Ilitch, Bingham Farms

Carl J. Meyers, Dearborn

Katherine E. White, Ann Arbor

Santa J. Ono (ex officio)

The Department of Statistics would like to 

congratulate all of our graduates on the successful 

completion of their programs. Good luck with your 

future plans, and we hope you will keep in touch!


