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| etter from the Chair

one. French, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish majors and
minors have been able to select classes from a very broad
variety of topics in literature, film and visual arts, linguistics,
advanced language studies {conversation, composition and
grammar), and cultural studies. We also continue to serve the
largest number of students in the College who take the four
semester language requirement. To accomplish our teaching
mission we have an excellent team of language instructors spe-
cialized and trained to teach foreign languages (Lecturers and
Graduate Students Instructors) together with an outstanding
group of faculty specialized in the literatures, histories, and
cultures of France and the Francophone traditions; in the
traditions of Italian, Portuguese and Lusophone Africa; and in
the Spanish, Latin American, and the U.S. Latino/a cultural
traditions. I am proud to be able to say that our department
is considered one of the best in the country.

[ am also happy to say that in this past year we have created a
new undergraduate minor in Portuguese. Professor Fernando
Arenas, working closely with our Associate Chair, Professor
Alejandro Herrero-Olaizola, has worked very hard to organize
an excellent Portuguese curriculum that will expose students
to a great variety of courses in Lusophone studies. The
Portuguese minor was approved by the College and is already
accepting students.

During the 2012-2013 academic year we hosted a number of
outstanding events that included the visits of distinguished
scholars and several academic conferences. Among them,
we hosted the visits of Rita Copeland (University of Penn-
sylvania) as part of the Translation Theme Semester; Steven
Marsh and Tatjiana Gagic (University of Illinois at Chicago),
Sharon Kinoshita (UC-Santa Cruz), and Emma Campbell
(University of Warwick). Luis Martin-Cabrera, Associate
Professor at UC, San Diego and a former graduate student in
RLL, gave the Rackham Centennial Lecture; Professor David
Caron helped to organize a very interesting conference on
Sex and Justice, and Professor Gareth Williams organized a
symposium titled Politica Comtin as well as the RLL annual
Keniston Lecture. We also enjoyed an Italian week, a Latin

of events that RLL co-sponsored with other units. We also

had the great pleasure of hosting alumnus, Mr. Peter Canzano
(BA in Spanish, 1978), who gave a remarkable talk to our
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Professor with tenure to Ryan Spziech, and promotion to Full
Professor with tenure to Jarrod Hayes, George Hoffmann,

and RLL.

sands of Michigan students, this past year we have awarded
our second RLL Summer Volunteer Grant to a student

interning in Argentina, France, and Switzerland. With the

$47,000 in scholarships to undergraduate students, many
of whom study abroad. We have helped to support and
co-sponsor the Latin@ Culture Show, the Second Annual

also have started a new program abroad in Santiago de
Compostela, Spain. We took twenty-four students who had a
great experience in this beautiful medieval Spanish city. The
program was very successful and the Center for Global and
Intercultural Studies has decided to establish it as one of our



(Costa Rica, Granada, Ferrara and Grenoble). Interest in
going abroad is growing and we are happy to see our students
having the opportunity to take advantage of this important
experience.

Our graduate program has been successful in dissertation
defenses and helping them to get jobs and recognition for
their scholarly projects. I am proud to say that this year our
students have received prestigious fellowships and grants, such
as the Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (2),

the Rackham Centennial Fellowship (3), the Rackham Pre-
Doctoral Fellowship (2), the Rackham International Research
Award (1), the International Institute Individual Fellowship
(2), the Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship (1), the
International Fieldwork Fellowship from the Wenner Gren
Foundation (1), the Mary Fair Croushore Graduate Student
Fellow at the Institute for the Humanities (1), Community
Scholars Fellowship (1), and more. Graduate students were
also busy organizing events and working groups.

As you can imagine, one of our priorities in Romance Lan-
guages and Literatures is the teaching of our outstanding
majors and minors and of our excellent group of graduate
students. I am happy to report that this year we have around
700 majors and minors in our department. I take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate all our majors and minors who gradu-
ated in Winter 2013 and to those who won RLL awards. I
would also like to congratulate our graduate students who
successfully defended their dissertations last academic year.

As always, I take this opportunity to show my and my col-
leagues’ deep gratitude to our donors. Your generosity is
what allows us to support our students with scholarships,
internships, stipends, awards, and fellowships for outstanding
academic work. We would love to hear from you and receive
your input on some of the projects described in this newslet-
ter. So please stop by the MLB if you are ever in Ann Arbor,
or send us an alumni update to include in “Alumni News.”

With best wishes,
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Cristina Moveivas-Menor
Professor of Spanish and Women’s Studies
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David Caron, Professor of French and
Women’s Studies, was invited to give

the inaugural lecture of the Center for
Memory and Testimony at Wilfrid Laurier
University, Canada in April 2013. The
topic was “Beckoning as a Testimonial
Practice.”

Rachel Criso, French Lecturer 1V, is
coordinating a global internship program
through the Undergraduate Dean’s Office
which placed forty-eight students in seven
countries during the summer of 2013.

Lorenzo Garcia-Amaya, Spanish Lecturer
III, published an article in the Encyclopedia
of Applied Linguistics and presented his
research at the Workshop on Fluent Speech
in Utrecht, Netherlands in November
2012. He was also awarded a CRLT Lectur-
ers’ Professional Development Fund grant.
His student Sara Drlik received a first place
award for their co-authored research project

at the University Research Opportunity

Focus on Faculty

Program Symposium in April 2013.

Enrique Garcia Santo-Tomds, Professor
of Spanish, published a critical edition of
Alonso J. de Salas Barbadillos Don Diego
de Noche (Cdtedra, 2013), and essays in
MLN, Journal of Spanish Cultural Studies,
and Modern Philology. He gave invited
lectures at Berkeley, Stanford, Toronto, and
the Consejo Superior de Investigaciones
Cientificas in Madrid, and his work was
featured in the radio program La montasia
mdgica of Spain’s Grupo Intereconomia.

Nicholas Henriksen, Assistant Professor
of Spanish Linguistics, recently published
research articles in the Journal of the Inter-
national Phonetic Association, Language and
Speech, and Probus. He was also invited

to present his research on wh-question
intonation at the University of Illinois at
Chicago in December 2012.

George Hoffmann, Professor of French,
has been selected by the LSA Executive

UMSN and RLL Collaborate

Case Studies

Commirtee to receive the 2013 John
Dewey Award for his long-term commit-
ment to the education of undergraduate
students.

Lawrence LaFountain-Stokes, Professor
of Spanish and American Culture, pre-
sented papers at the Tepoztldn Instituce for
Transnational History of the Americans in
Mexico (July 2013) and the conference of
the International Association for the Study
of Sexuality, Culture, and Society in Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina (August 2013).

William Paulson, Edward Lorraine Walter
Collegiate Professor of French, taught the
second edition of his Mellon Foundation
Dissertation Seminar in the Humanities
on the theme of “Science Studies, Cul-
tural Theory, and Scholarly Writing.” The
seminar brought together twelve Ph.D.
candidates from ten different Michigan
graduate programs, including Elizabeth
Barrios of RLL.

By Maria Dorantes, Director of Spanish Elementary Language Program

When I was approached by Dr. Leslie Davis from the University
of Michigan School of Nursing (UMSN) to collaborate with her
colleagues, Dana Tschannen, PhD, and Michelle Aebersold, PhD,
to assist with their video case studies by finding Spanish-speaking
actors and helping with the Spanish translation, I didn’t realize the
impact this experience would have. Our Spanish actors included
a retired lecturer (Maria Baranov), a previous lecturer (Emilio
Carrillo), a current lecturer’s (Mariela De La Torre) son and my
own daughter Shaina. Along with two UMSN students they
worked two days and many hours to produce four didactic video
clips. These will be used by many students at UMSN, including
the class [ currently teach, Spanish for the Medical Professions,
for the purposes of not only teaching Spanish as a language, but
also teaching the cultural aspects of the Spanish-speaking patients.
In these particular clips we use religion, belief in healers, and

the importance of family. This project has resulted in another
interdisciplinary teaching tool, demonstrating both departments’
commitment to teaching and learning,

With federal funding and Center for Research on Learning and
Teaching funding, we were also able to collaborate in offering a
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specially designed
Spanish class for
graduate students
preparing to work
at the Community
Health and Social
Sciences Center in
Detroit, Michigan,
which serves many
Hispanic patients
in the community.

Finally, RLL and UMSN also collaborated to work with students
who went to Mexico for a six week immersion in the spring. I
met with the students and one instructor before and after the
program to informally assess their oral Spanish skills and gains
in cultural competence and found the program to be successful
in achieving its goals in language acquisition and cultural under-
standing. I look forward to strengthening this relationship by
seeking academic credit for UMSN and 1.SA students participat-

ing in this program.

Maria Dorantes at a case studies filming session



Nilo Couret

Nilo Couret is a

new faculty member

in Spanish in RLL.
He received a PhD in film studies from
the University of lowa. He also studied at
Columbia University in New York, and has
conducted archival research in the Venezu-
elan Cinemateca Nacional, the Argentine
Museo del Cine Pablo Ducrés Hicken,
the Cinemateca Brasileira, and the Centre
Cinématographique Marocain.

Couret’s research foregrounds the affective
dimensions of global media through an
interdisciplinary perspective, addressing
the question in film and media studies of
how to speak about local cultural practice
in non-essentialist terms. His research
considers both what is represented on
screen as well as how media move view-
ers {in the many senses of the word move)
into alternative spectator positions and
counterpublics off screen. Furthermore,
his research underscores how texts move
within and across circumscribed and
overlapping spheres of influence. From the
delimited circulation of popular comedies
to the uneven circulation of theory in the

Mayte Green-

Mercado is a new

faculty member

in Mediterranean

Studies at RLL. She

received her PhD

in Near Eastern

Languages and

Civilizations, with
a focus on Islamic History and Culture, at
the University of Chicago. She has worked
closely with researchers in the Institute of
Languages and Cultures of the Mediter-
ranean and the Near East, at the Consejo
Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas
(CSIC) in Madrid, Spain. She has also
recently collaborated with the Spain-North
Africa Project, an initiative whose aim is
to study the Iberian Peninsula and North

New Faculty

periphery, his research supposes that the
material circulation of both media objects
and intellectual discourses must inform
comparative global film histories and trans-
national theories of film and media.

Currently, he is in the process of preparing
the manuscript of a book based on his dis-
sertation. The central aim of this project on
carly sound cinema in Latin America is to
trace the cultural significance of film com-
edies. Through a discussion of the films
of comedians Mario “Cantinflas” Moreno,
Luis Sandrini, Ninf Marshall, Oscarito
and Grande Otelo, he explores how these
commercially successful films negotiate lo-
cal and global cultural influences, arguing
that these comedies function as peripheral
responses to modernization and anticipate
and inform New Latin American Cinema.
‘The untranslatable and non-circulatory
characteristics of comedy suggest that these
films function as peripheral and local-

ized responses to modernity. Couret has
also begun work and a second project on
documentary film practice and circulation
in the Global South, particularly the mate-
rial and intellectual exchanges between
filmmakers from Africa, Asia and Latin
America. He is interested in considering

Africa as a unified region. Mayte comes to
Michigan from the University of Tennessee
at Knoxville, where she was a lecturer in
Islamic History and Civilization.

Green-Mercado’s research focuses on reli-
gio-political discourses and popular move-
ments in the late medieval and early mod-
ern Mediterranean world. She is currently
working on a book manuscript that traces
the production, circulation and reception
of apocalyptic prophecies among Moriscos
{Iberian Muslims forcibly converted to
Catholicism) in the context of their politi-
cal and rebellious activities in Spain and
across the Mediterranean. Her research is
based on a wealth of archival documenta-
tion, inquisitorial records, chronicles, as
well as Islamic narrative and biographi-
cal literature to reconstruct the rich, but
little-known, subject of Morisco political
culture. Her most recent publication,

how a turn to affect can re-articulate the
film practice and theory of the periphery
within a contemporary mediascape.

Couret’s research hopes to intervene on
larger debates in screen studies on how
international film history must be written
in a comparative frame with the inclusion
of popular cinemas, how global cinema
should be figured as a cultural practice

of modernity, and how the conceptual
categories of global, transnational and
international inform local and particular
film cultures.

Couret teaches advanced undergradu-

ate courses in Latin American media and
audiovisual culture and looks forward to
proposing courses in his research arcas. He
is currently recruiting students to work on
his primary research projects on interwar
material culture in Argentina, Mexico and
Brazil through the university’s Under-
graduate Research Opportunity Program
(UROP). Outside of his professional
interests, Couret has taken recent interest
in comic and graphic novels, both local and
foreign, and has become an adventurous
baker. The Venezuelan-raised son of Cuban
émigrés, Couret regularly returns to South
America to visit friends and family.

which has appeared in the journal Medieval
Encounters, offers a case study of a Morisco
messianic figure in late sixteenth-century
Valencia, Spain, who called the Moriscos
to take up arms, promising the restora-
tion of Islam in the Iberian Peninsula. She
traces this figure’s political project to a long
tradition of claims to messianic kingship

in Islamic history. Her future intellectual
project is to study Morisco Mediterranean
networks as a way to explore the inter-
twined religious and intellectual life of the
early modern world.

Mayte currently teaches advanced under-
graduate courses in Mediterranean history
and culture, as well as Spanish culture. She
looks forward to developing the Mediter-
ranean initiative in RLL by proposing
courses on varied aspects of Mediterranean
religious, intellectual, social and political
history.
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Faculty Pub

Embers of the Past * Javier Sanjinés

Sanjinés analyzes the conflict between the cultures and move-
ments of indigenous peoples and attention to the modern
nation-state in its contemporary Latin American manifesta-
tions. He contends that indigenous movements have
introduced doubt into the linear course of modernity,
reopening the gap between the symbolic and the real.

From Beasts to Souls * Peggy McCracken

From Beasts to Souls: Gender and Embodiment in Medieval
Europe raises the issues of species and gender in tandem,
asking readers to consider more fully what happens to gender
in medieval representations of nonhuman embodiment. The
contributors reflect on the gender of stones and the soul, of
worms and dragons, showing that medieval cultural arcifacts,
whether literary, historical, or visual, do not limit questions of
gender to predictable forms of human or

semi-human embodiment.

Conversion and Narrative * Ryan Szpiech

Szpiech draws on a wide body of sources from Christian, Jew-
ish, and Muslim polemics to investigate the place of narrative
in the representation of conversion. Making a firm distinction
between stories told about conversion and the experience of
religious change, his book is not a history of conversion itself
but a comparative study of how and why it was presented in
narrative form within the context of religious disputation.

Italian Silent Cinema * Giorgio Bertellini

Iralian Silent Cinema: A Reader explores the largely forgotten
world of Italian silent cinema, including its historical epics,
comedies, serials, and romance melodramas. Thirty essays by
leading scholars examine topics such as pre-cinema,
international distribution, stardom, acting styles, literary
adaptation, futurism, nonfiction filmmaking,

and local exhibition.

Abolicion del pato * Larry La Fountain-Stokes

Do we want the abolition of the duck, or is it the duck
himself who wishes to abolish himself? In La Fountain-Stokes’s
book, the entire linguistic, erotic, pop, philosophical arsenal
wants to illustrate the game between writing and voice,
essence and simulation. It is a lyrical dolls” theater that
includes goofing around, revindication and rage, scenes of
instruction for an audience that is everywhere and nowhere.



A Discussion with David Caron on His Forthcoming Book,
The Nearness of Others

The first time David Caron, Professor of French and Women’s
Studies, gave a paper on the topic of tact he started it with a
description from a 1960s Truffaut film, Stolen Kisses. A wom-
an tells a story of a man who walks in on a naked woman.
She explains that the polite man responds,

“Pardon me, Madam” but the tactful man

responds, “Pardon me, Sir.” Caron draws

from the exchange that tact, in a way, is lan-

guage that works by missing its mark. It is

language that fails on purpose, and that re-

lies on silence as much as on what is spoken.

[t is from this perspective that Caron carries

the reader through a series of vignettes that

illustrate tact and the fear of contact in a

post-9/11 world.

In 7he Nearness of Others: Searching for lact

and Contact in the Age of HIV, Caron inves-

tigates the concept of social tact in relation

to its older, historical meaning, having to

do with the sense of touch, and other words

that have separated body from mind since

the Enlightenment. This dovetails into the

topic of HIV disclosure and how individuals

accept and reject contact with one another. He uses his own
story as a springboard from which to theorize on the subject
of disclosure and the question of the fear we have of the bod-
ies of other people. “If [ were to question theoretically how to
bring the body back into the conversation, then what better

On April 12-13th, 2013, the Department of Romance
Languages & Literatures hosted a workshop titled Polizica
comn. Our guests were the founders of the Mexico City-
based online journal of the same name, Professors Benjamin
Mayer-Foulkes of 17, Instituto de Estudios Criticos in Mexico
City, Alberto Moreiras of Texas A&M University, and Davide
Tarizzo of Universita degli Studi di Salerno in Italy. Politica
comiin was a two-day discussion workshop of pre-circulated
scholarship designed to rethink the projection of Hispanic
Studies in the current global academic field as a sustained
reflection of a comparative nature and with a basis in criti-
cal theory. In early 2014 Politica comiin, with Professor
Gareth Williams of the Department of Romance Languages

way to do so than with HIV disclosure,” Caron says.

His analysis includes wide-ranging topics such as the fear of

contact in the context of the War on Terror and torture; con-

tact relating to the veiling and unveiling of Muslim women
in public places and the power society has
to exclude and dominate individuals by
controlling how they cover or reveal their
bodies; and historical events such as Sartre’s
thoughts on tactful reactions to the yellow
Jewish stars worn during World War IT and
the fear surrounding Olympic diver Greg
Louganis’s head injury during the Seoul
games in 1988 after his AIDS disclosure in
1995.

As he questions why people fear contact,
Caron focuses on cases where contact, the
tactile, and re-embodiment have taken
place, such as interactions in Times Square
during the 1960s, “70s, and early ‘80s, and
ways in which we could reintroduce tact
as contact to social interactions. About the
book, which is aimed at a broader audience
than the specialized academic, Caron says “I didn’t just write
an abstract discussion on the mind/body split in Enlighten-
ment philosophy, but something that engages our social and
physical lives as well: a book that isn’t only discussing contact
but also making contact. At least, I tried.”

& Literatures as its General Editor, will be re-launched as an
Open Access journal by Michigan Publishing, the publishing
platform of the University of Michigan Library. More than a
traditional Aispanist journal dealing only with literature and
culture, Politica comiin is a bilingual (English/Spanish) journal
that sponsors relevant philological research while also engag-
ing political and historical thought, intellectual history, visual
culture, psychoanalysis and science studies. This entails the
analysis of the long history of the territories that joined politi-
cally under the name of Spain; Spain’s imperial projections in
the New World and Asia; and the different ways of engaging
the question of “postcoloniality.”
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31 Hayward Keniston
Lecture
By Gareth Williams, Professor of Spanish

On March 14th, 2013, the Department of Romance Lan-
guages & Literatures hosted the 31st Hayward Keniston
Lecture, in honor of Hayward Keniston, former Chair of
the Department of Romance Languages & Literatures and
former Dean of the College of Literature, Science and the
Arts at the University of Michigan. The guest speaker was
Professor Claudio Lomnitz, the Campbell Family Profes-
sor of Anthropology at Columbia University. Professor
Lomnitzs scholarship spans thirty years, from his Evolution
of @ Rural Society and Exits from the Labyrinth: Culture and
Ideology in the Mexican National Space from the 1980s and
early 1990s, to the collections of essays titled Degp Mexico,
Silent Mexico and Modernidad Indiana, and his sweeping
history of death in his 2005 book, Death and the Idea of
Mexico. Throughout his career, Professor Lomnitz has been
a model of scholarship and public engagement across the
disciplines. In his concluding remarks to Death.and the
Idea of Mexico, Professor Lomnitz points to a fundamental
shift in the relation between death and the Mexican state
in recent years: “The state today is no longer the absolute
symbol of sovereignty, at least not in the imagination of
many. God, too, is a bit remote for the drug lord, and

for intensely hybridized urban popular groups that must
live on the fringes of legality. Death best represents sov-
ereignty here, and it is here that some people are choosing
to negotiate their day-to-day existence” (496). Professor
Lomnitz’s talk, titled “Taking Action and Sharing Respon-
sibility for Mexico’s Violence”, examined the complexity of
the drug wars in contemporary Mexico and was very well
attended not only by members of our department, but also
by undergraduate students from across campus as well as
colleagues from other departments and members of the
community. Professor Lomnitz was also gracious enough
to participate in a two-hour workshop with RLL graduate
students in which three of his pre-circulated scholarly essays
were discussed.
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RLL Co-Sponsors “Spain and

By Eric Calderwood, Assistant Professor of Spanish

Last fall, RLL joined several other LSA units in sponsoring a
three-part lecture series called “Spain and the Modern Arab
World.” The series explored Spain’s diverse and sometimes
contradictory relationship with the modern Arab world and
with its own Islamic past. The lectures in the series examined
how modern Spanish and Arab writers, intellectuals, and mu-
sicians have appropriated the historical memory of al-Andalus
(medieval Muslim Spain) and put it to the service of different
national and trans-national projects.

The series began on October 12, 2012, with a lecture by the
cultural anthropologist Jonathan Glasser (College of William
& Mary). The lecture, titled “What's Andalusi about Anda-
lusi Music?” looked at the historical development of Andalusi
music, a North African urban performance tradition linked to
medieval Muslim Spain. The lecture series continued on No-
vember 8 with an Arabic-language lecture by the Moroccan
professor Jaafar Ben El Haj Soulami (‘Abd al-Malik al-Sa‘adi
University). The lecture, titled “The Cultural and Intellectual
Life of Northern Morocco during the Spanish Protectorate

Taking a Stand for Sexual
Justice
By David Caron, Professor of French

“Sex and Justice” was, in many respects, a historic conference.
For three days in October 2012, a diverse group of scholars,
activists, legal experts and community advocates from around
the world, not to mention a large local audience, assembled to
debate the many questions and urgent issues surrounding the
criminalization of sex. No such gathering in the face of global
injustices had ever taken place and we, at RLL, feel very
proud to have helped make it happen.

Many people by now are well aware that laws against com-
mercial sex often place sex workers in precarious situations
and even endanger, not just their livelihood, but their lives.
Do you know, however, what your state law says about non-
disclosure of HIV status? In this country, 34 states make it a
crime, in one form or another, to withhold your HIV-positive
status before engaging in sex, and this regardless of actual
transmission risks. In Michigan, right now, people are incar-
cerated for being HIV positive—under an anti-terrorism law!



the Modern Arab World” Lecture Series

(1912-1956),”
gave an over-
view of Moroc-
can cultural life
under Spanish
colonial rule.
The third and
final lecture

Assistant Professor of Spanish Eric Calderwood with in the series

Jaafar Ben El Haj Soulami (lecture series speaker), an

members of the Arabic faculty, graduate students, and vYas by Wil

undergraduates liam Granara
(Harvard Uni-

versity), who gave a lecture titled “The (medieval) Andalusian
Cosmos and the (modern) Arabic Novel” on November 26.
The lecture reflected upon the ways in which the history of
al-Andalus has been represented allegorically in the modern
Arabic novel.

In addition to their public lectures, the visiting scholars also
came to my undergraduate course on “Spain and the Modern

Sex-offender registries have become very popular with the
public in recent years. In fact, more than 750,000 people are
now on one in this country. But if you think that 750,000
dangerous sexual predators have been put out of circulation,
you may want to take a closer look. The reality is that many
people legally forced to register are nonviolent first-time
offenders who may; as a result, find themselves unable to find
a job or even a place to live. Perhaps forever, as it is sometimes
impossible to get off the registry once you have been forced
on it.

What’s worse, many of these laws that criminalize sex end up
affecting disproportionately those who are poor and black,
making the fight against racial discrimination a crucial
element of efforts to combat sexual injustice.

Arab World” (Spanish 485). In preparation for these visits,
the students read literary and scholarly texts related to the
areas of research of each visitor. These class visits helped to
expand the scope of the course, incorporating areas of
research that fall outside my expertise, and they also provided
an opportunity for Michigan undergraduate students to have
a dialogue with leading scholars from peer institutions.

All three public lectures drew diverse audiences of under-
graduate students, graduate students, faculty, and community
members. In fact, the diversity of the series’s sponsors speaks
to the diversity of audiences to which the series appealed.

In addition to RLL, the lecture series was sponsored by the
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts (LSA), the LSA
Translation Theme Semester, the Department of Near Eastern
Studies, the Center for Middle Eastern and North African
Studies, Rackham Graduate School, the Islamic Studies
Program, the Institute for the Humanities, and the Depart-
ment of Musicology. We are grateful to all of these sponsors
for their generous support.

Some of the speakers at the conference told harrowing stories
of facing homophobic violence, losing their job, being forced
to leave their home and family. But the conference was also a
call to action and an opportunity for people to share strate-
gies that work, establish networks and pool resources. From
the start, the conference was conceived as an opportunity to
bring action and reflection into closer contact and dialogue.
Traditional panels and plenary sessions, the like of which you
expect in an academic conference, proposed reflections on
topics such as “HIV Criminalization,” “Sex and the State”
and “Empirical Research in Sex and Justice.” But participants
also formed practical workshops around specific issues; among
them legal advocacy, state and local activism, racial inequali-
ties, etc.

Several people contributed to this event, but thanks and
congratulations must go primarily to Trevor Hoppe, a gradu-
ate student here at Michigan. This was his achievement. I'm
happy that he asked me and RLL to participate, and I hope
that the incredible energy and creativity of these three days
will continue to fuel action and effect lasting social change, at
home and far away.
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Message from the Graduate Chair

I am delighted to report on the successes of our graduate stu-
dents in 2012-13. Thirteen students passed their preliminary
exams and moved into candidacy, and four students defended
dissertations. In addition to the six Humanities Research and
two One-Term Fellowships awarded by our department, RLL
graduate students received Rackham Predoctoral Fellowships,
a dissertation fellowship in the Institute for the Humanities,
a Wenner Gren Foundation fellowship for research abroad, a
Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowship, and

a Ford Foundation Fellowship. You can read the full list of
awards on the RLL web site.
