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                                                                                                                 Academic Appointments

2020-		Assistant Professor, Department of History, University of Michigan – Ann Arbor
2018-2020	LSA Collegiate Fellow, Department of History, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor
2017-2018	Postdoctoral Fellow, Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences and Chabraja Center for Historical Studies, Northwestern University

                                                                                                                                          Education

Aug 2017	Ph.D. in History, Northwestern University
2011		M.A. in History, University of Houston
2009		B.A. in History and Psychology, University of Houston

                                                                                                   Awards, Grants, and Fellowships

2019		William T Ludolph, Jr. Junior Faculty Development Award, Department of 
		History, University of Michigan
2016		Ford Foundation Dissertation Completion Fellowship, Honorable Mention
2014-2015	Research-Year University Fellowship, Northwestern University
2014		Graduate Research Grant, The Graduate School, Northwestern University     
		Morris Goodman Award, Program of African Studies, Northwestern University 
2013	Alseth Summer Language Grant, Department of History, Northwestern University
	Summer Language Grant, The Graduate School, Northwestern University
	EDGS Graduate Student Pre-Dissertation Research Award, EDGS/Buffett Center, Northwestern University
	Hans E. Panofsky Pre-Dissertation Award, Program of African Studies, Northwestern University
2012	Hans E. Panofsky Pre-Dissertation Award, Program of African Studies, Northwestern University
		Morris Goodman Award, Program of African Studies, Northwestern University 
2011-2016	Graduate Fellowship, The Graduate School, Northwestern University
2009-2011	Murray Miller Fellowship, Department of History, University of Houston
		Cullen/ Presidential Fellowship, University of Houston
2009-2010	Discretionary Grant from John and Rebecca Moores Endowment, Department of English, University of Houston


                                                                                                                                      Publications

Monograph
Gather Your Ancestors: Gender, Language, and Belonging in Southeast Africa, Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2026 (in press).

Articles

“Food Production, Environment and Mobility among Late Iron Age Nguni-speakers of South 
Africa,” Quaternary International, V. 611-612 (2022), pp. 211-219

 “Slow Revolution in Southern Africa: Cattle and the Transformation of Political Economy among South African Nguni-speakers,” Journal of African History, 61:2 (2020), pp. 155-178

Essays

“Durability, Context, and Pragmatics in Linguistic Histories,” African Archaeological Review 40, no. 4 (December 1, 2023): 815–17.

Paul Chamberlin, et al., “On Transnational and International History,” The American Historical Review, 128:1 (2023), 255-332.

Book Chapters and Encyclopedia Entries

“The Bantu Expansion” in Cambridge History of the African Diaspora, v.1, Michael Gomez (ed.), Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2025.

“Gendered Themes in Early African History,” in A Companion to Global Gender History, M Weisner-Hanks and T Meade (eds.), pp. 205-220, Hoboken, NJ: Wiley-Blackwell, 2020.	

“The Politics of Chiefs and Commoners,” in The Oxford Handbook of South African History, D. 
Magaziner, (ed.), Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020. 

Book Reviews

“Review: Language and Ethnicity in Colonized South Africa – Divided by the Word: Colonial Encounters and the Remaking of Zulu and Xhosa Identities. Jochen Arndt,” Journal of African History, 64:1 (2023). 

“Review of: Tracing Language Movement in Africa, ed. by Ericka A. Albaugh and Kathryn M. de Luna,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 49:4 (2019), 697-8.

“Review: Intellectual History from Below - Doing Conceptual History in Africa. Edited by Axel Fleisch and Rhiannon Stephens,” Journal of African History, 58:3 (2017), 514-15.

In Progress

“Calling Out in Eastern Cape: Historicizing Oral Forms before the Written Word,” in Power and 
the Pen in a Colonial Setting: 200 Years of Writing in Eastern Cape, Babalwa 
Magoqwana, Pamela Maseko, and André Odendaal (eds.). 

	 	 

                                                                                     Conference and Workshop Presentations

Roundtable at African Studies Association Annual Conference, December 2024, “Mixing, 	Moving, Making Meaning: Celebrating the Work of David L. Schoenbrun.”

“Gendered Mutualism in Southeast Africa.” Lecture presented to the University of Michigan
Global South Gender and Sexuality Collective, November 2023.

“Within Chiefdoms: South African households in social complexity, 9th -13th century.” Paper 
presented at the Society of African Archaeologists Annual Conference, June 2023.

Roundtable presentation on Methods in Early African History. American Historical Association 
Annual Conference, January 2023.

“‘It will be said that his words are unclean’: Rethinking hlonipha as a gendered site of 	marginalization.” Paper presented at the African Studies Association Annual Conference,	November 2022.

“Is the Individual an Anachronism?” Paper presented at the Mundo de Mulheres Conference, 
September 2022.

“Corpses and Cannibals: Tracing concepts of dehumanization on the Natal and Xhosaland 
frontiers, c. 1780-1830,” Pre-circulated paper presented to the Who Is a Refugee Workshop, University of Essen, June 2022.

“‘Girls Doing as They Like’: Contesting Women’s Marginality in South Africa from Proto-
Nguni to the Zulu Kingdom.” Pre-circulated paper presented to the Workshop on Time 
and Gender in African History, University of Ghent, March 2022.

‘“Guard against the Cannibals”: Ancestral Time and Dehumanization on the 19th Century Zulu 
Frontier.’ Paper presented at the African Studies Association Annual Conference,	November 2021.

‘Teaching Early African History.’ Presentation at the African Studies Association 	Annual 
Conference, November 2020.

‘Cattle, Warfare, and the Making of Subject Masculinity in the 19th Century Zulu Kingdom.’	Paper presented at the Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies Annual	Conference, February 2020.

 “Social Animal, Political Beast: Cattle, Masculinity, and Hierarchical Authority in the 19th century Zulu Kingdom.” Paper presented at the Conference of the South African Historical Society, June 2019

“‘Guard against the Cannibals’: Tradition and the Politics of Temporality in Southeast Africa, 9th to 19th century.” Pre-circulated paper presented to the Workshop on Time and Temporality in the African Past, Columbia University, April 2019.

“Slow Revolution in Southern Africa: Cattle and the Transformation of Political Economy among South African Nguni-speakers.” Pre-circulated paper presented to the Anthropology and History Workshop, University of Michigan, February 2019.

“Social Animal, Political Beast: Cattle, Masculinity and Household Political Ideology in the Making of the Zulu Kingdom.” Pre-circulated paper presented to the African History and Anthropology Workshop, University of Michigan, November 2018.

“Girls Doing What They Like: Gender and Marriage in Colonial South Africa.” Paper presented 
at African Studies Association. Chicago, IL, December 2017.

“Dominion of Youths: Martial Masculinity, Political Economic Transformation and the Rise of the Zulu Kingdom ca. 1300-1900,” pre-circulated paper presented to Northwestern, U Wisconsin-Madison, and U Chicago, African History Workshop, September 23, 2017, Northwestern University.

“A Tale of Three Cities: Popular Politics in the Borderlands of Southern Africa,” Invited Lecture, Yale Summer Institute, New Haven, CT; June 8, 2016.

“Gender and Institutions of Marriage and Initiation.” PowerPoint Presentation, Historical Linguistics and African History Workshop, Columbia University, May 5-6, 2016.

“Social Animal, Political Beast: Pre-colonial political economic concepts of cattle-keeping 
among Nguni-speakers of South Africa.” Paper presented at the African Studies 
Association Annual Conference, Washington, DC, November 2016

“Reconstructing Gender through Comparative Historical Linguistics: A South African Case 
Study.” Paper presented at Nordic Africa Days, Nordic Africa Institute, Uppsala, 
Sweden, August 2016

“Beyond Patriarchy: Women's Power and Marginality among South African Nguni-speakers, 8th-19th century CE.” Paper present at Nordic Africa Days, Nordic Africa Institute, Uppsala, Sweden, August 2016


                                                                                                                                           Teaching

Department of History, University of Michigan – Ann Arbor
HIST 202: Doing History
HIST/AAS 246: Africa to 1850
HIST 355/ ANTHCULT 355/ AAS 355: Health in African Worlds
HIST 357/ AAS 358: The Zulu Kingdom: History and Representations from Shaka to T’Chaka.
HIST 357/ AAS 358: Modern South Africa	
HIST 357: Women and Gender in African History 
HIST 498: Senior Honors Seminar
HIST 629: Women and Gender in African History
HIST 629: Southern African Historiography

Department of History, Northwestern University
HIST 300: Women and Gender in African History (Cross-listed, Gender and Sexuality Studies)
HIST 103: African History: Myths, Lies and Stereotypes

                                                                                                                      Graduate Mentorship

At University of Michigan (current)
Advisor: Kambi Gathesha
Qualifying Exam Committee: Dennis Simiyu (History); Rebecca Sanders (Classics)
Dissertation Committee: Talitha Pam (Anthro-History); Jessie Bakitunda (History); Norah Langat (History)


At University of Michigan (previous)
Co-advisor: Comfort Mtotha, History (Asst. prof. Texas State University)

External Mentorship (current and previous)
Dissertation Committee: Conor Wilkinson, Columbia University, History 

                                                                                                            Undergraduate Mentorship

2020-22	History Honors Advisor for Hannah Mackay, thesis on digital colonialism in Africa
2020-22	UROP Faculty Mentor

                                                                                                                  Service to the University

At University of Michigan

2025-		Trans Collective Executive Committee
2024-26	EIHS Sterring Committee 
2022-25	Caucus Leader, African History
2022-23	Executive Committee, Interdepartmental Program in Ancient History
2021-22	Committee Member, Bentley Chair Search
2020-21	Executive Committee, Interdepartmental Program in Ancient History
2020-21	History Honors Committee
2018-22	African History and Heritage Initiative, African Studies Center. Committee 
		Member. 


                                                                                                                  Service to the Profession

2025-		Organizational Committee, Workshop on Comparative Historical Linguistics for 			Historians
2022-		Editorial Advisory Board, The Journal of African History
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