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Education
1989

Ph.D. in French Literature, Yale University

1981

B.A. with honors in French, University of North Carolina

Faculty Appointments

2022-

Anna Julia Cooper Distinguished University Professor of Medieval French 

Literature

2017-27

Mary Fair Croushore Professor of the Humanities

2017-21, 2006-9
Senior Fellow, Michigan Society of Fellows

2014-2022
Domna C. Stanton Collegiate Professorship 
2012-

Appointment in Comparative Literature, University of Michigan

2003-

Professor of French and Women’s Studies, University of Michigan

2002

Visiting Professor, Chinese Women’s College, Beijing 

2001-03

Associate Professor of French and Women's Studies, University of Michigan

1999-01

Associate Professor of French, University of Michigan

1993-99

Assistant Professor of French, University of Illinois, Chicago

1992-93

Visiting Assistant Professor of French, University of Illinois, Chicago

1988

Instructor in French, Northern Illinois University

Administrative Appointments
2017-

Director, University of Michigan Institute for the Humanities

2015-17

Coordinator, Michigan Humanities Collaboratory
2016-17

Director, Program in Medieval and Early Modern Studies
2012-14

Director of Graduate Studies, Dept. of Romance Languages and Literatures

2006-11

Associate Dean for Academic Initiatives, Rackham Graduate School

2003-06

Chair, Department of Romance Languages and Literatures

2001-03

Director of Graduate Studies, Women’s Studies Program

1989-92

Assistant Director, Newberry Library Center for Renaissance Studies

External Grants and Awards
2018

Visiting International Fellow, Society for French Studies, United Kingdom

2017-19

Collaborator, Early Modern Conversions, SSHRC-funded research initiative

2015

J. Paul Getty Museum Scholar, Getty Research Institute

2012
Distinguished Visiting Scholar, Ctr for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, UCLA         
2007

Distinguished Visitor, Ben Gurion University, Be’er Sheva, Israel

2000

Rockefeller Foundation Fellowship, The Newberry Library

1999

James Randall Leader Prize for outstanding article of 1998 in Arthuriana
1998-99

Project Head, High School to College Articulation Project (funded by MLA)
1996, 1991
ACLS Travel Grants 

Internal Grants and Awards

2022

Distinguished University Professorship

2015

John H. D’Arms Award for Distinguished Graduate Mentoring in the Humanities
2014

Collegiate Professorship 
2012

Michigan Humanities Award (one-semester research leave)

2006

Faculty Recognition Award, U of Michigan

2003

Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program Award for Mentoring

2002

Rackham Graduate School Spring/Summer Research Grant

2001

Faculty Grant, Institute for Research on Women and Gender, U of Michigan

1999

Faculty Seed Grant, Center for Research on Women and Gender, UIC (declined)

1998

Teaching Recognition Program Award, Council for Excellence in Teaching, UIC

1997-2001
Junior University Scholar Award, University of Illinois

1997

Campus Research Board Grant, UIC

1994-95

Humanities Institute Fellowship, UIC 

1994

Faculty Seed Grant, Center for Research on Women and Gender, UIC

1994

Campus Research Board Grant, UIC

Books
author or co-author

In the Skin of a Beast: Sovereignty and Animality in Medieval France. 2017. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
In Search of the Christian Buddha: How an Asian Sage Became a Christian Saint. 2014. Co-author with Donald S. Lopez, Jr. New York: Norton.
Marie de France: A Critical Companion. 2012. Co-author, with Sharon Kinoshita. Cambridge: Boydell and Brewer (Gallica series). 

Thinking through Chrétien de Troyes. 2011. Co-author, with Zrinka Stahuljak, Virginie Greene, Sarah Kay, and Sharon Kinoshita. Cambridge: Boydell and Brewer (Gallica series).

The Curse of Eve, the Wound of the Hero: Blood, Gender, and Medieval Literature. 2003. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

The Romance of Adultery: Queenship and Sexual Transgression in Old French Literature. 1998. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.
translator
Barlaam and Josaphat: A Christian Tale of the Buddha, a translation of Gui de Cambrai’s Barlaam et Josaphat. 2014. New York: Penguin Classics.

co-editor
Ovidian Transversions: ‘Iphis and Ianthe,’ 1300-1650. 2019. Co-editor, with Valerie Traub and Patricia Badir. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
From Beasts to Souls: Gender and Embodiment in Medieval Europe. 2013. Co-editor, with E. Jane Burns. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press.

 “The Animal Turn in Medieval Studies.” 2011. Issue of Postmedieval: A Journal of Medieval Cultural Studies 2.1. Co-editor, with Karl Steel.

Dead Lovers: Erotic Bonds and the Study of Premodern Europe. 2007. Co-editor, with Basil Dufallo. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

Feminist Theory Reader [in Mandarin]. 2007. Chief editor, with associate editors Ai Xiaoming and Ke Qianting. Guangxi: Guangxi Normal University Press.

Constructing Medieval Sexuality. 1997. Co-editor, with Karma Lochrie and James A. Schultz. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

Articles and book chapters
“Introduction” to Part III and, co-author with Simon Gaunt, “Afterword,” The Futures of Medieval French, ed. Jane Gilbert and Miranda Griffin (Cambridge: Brewer, 2021), pp. 115-18; 329-31.

“Translations and Travels of a Pious Prince: Barlaam and Josaphat and the Text Network,” in A Companion to World Literature, gen. ed. Ken Seigneurie (Chichester: John Wiley and Sons, 2019), https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118635193.ctwl0048.
“Metamorphosis as Supplement: Sexuality and History in the Ovide moralisé,” in Ovidian Transversions: ‘Iphis and Ianthe,’ 1300-1650, ed. Valerie Traub, Patricia Badir, and Peggy McCracken (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2019), pp. 43-59.

“Human Being and Animal Becoming: Embodiment and Metamorphosis in the Ovide moralisé,” Essays in Medieval Studies 34 (2018): 1-15.
“Fantastic Lactations: Fiction and Kinship in the French Middle Ages,” Anthropozoologica 51.1 (2017): 53-8.
“The Wild Man and His Kin in Tristan de Nanteuil,” in L’homme et l’animal dans la France médiévale (XIIe-XVe s.). Human and Animal in Medieval France (12th-15th c.), ed. Irène Fabri-Tehranchi and Anna Russakoff (Atlanta and Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2014), pp. 23-42.
Co-author, with E. Jane Burns, “Introduction: Gendered Bodies in Unexpected Places,” in From Beasts to Souls: Gender and Embodiment in Medieval Europe, ed. E. Jane Burns and Peggy McCracken (Notre Dame, In.: Notre Dame University Press, 2013), pp. 1-14.

“Nursing Animals and Cross-Species Intimacy,” in From Beasts to Souls: Gender and Embodiment in Medieval Europe, ed. E. Jane Burns and Peggy McCracken (Notre Dame, In.: Notre Dame University Press, 2013), pp. 39-64. 

Co-author, with Sarah Kay, “Introduction: Animal Studies and Guillaume de Palerne,” for article cluster on Guillaume de Palerne, ed. Kay and McCracken, in Cahiers de Recherches Médiévales et Humanistiques 24 (2012): 325-330.
“Skin and Sovereignty in Guillaume de Palerne,” Cahiers de Recherches Médiévales et Humanistiques 24 (2012): 361-75.
“The Human and the Floral,” in Animal, Vegetable, Mineral: Ethics and Objects, ed. Jeffrey J. Cohen (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Punctum Books, 2012), pp. 65-90. 

Co-author, with Karl Steel, “The Animal Turn: Into the Sea with the Fish-Knights of Perceforest,” Postmedieval: A Journal of Medieval Cultural Studies 2.1 (2011): 88-100.

 “Translation and Animals in the Lais of Marie de France,” Australian Journal of French Studies 46.3 (2009): 238-49.
“Love and Adultery: Arthur’s Affairs,” Cambridge Companion to the Arthurian Legend, ed. Elizabeth Archibald and Ad Putter (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), pp. 188-200.

“Romance Captivities in the Context of Crusade: The Case of the Prose Lancelot,” PMLA 124.2 (2009): 576-82.

“Dying for Love in the Prose Lancelot: Masculinity and Death,” French and Francophone Masculinities, ed. Lewis C. Seifert and Todd Reiser. (Dover: University of Delaware Press, 2008), pp. 51-66.

“Love and War in Cligès,” Arthuriana 8.3 (2008): 6-18.

 “The Old French Vulgate Cycle,” The Cambridge Companion to Medieval French Literature, ed. Simon Gaunt and Sarah Kay (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008), pp. 35-47. 
“Maternity and Chivalry after Chrétien: The Case of King Lot’s Wife,” Cahiers de Recherches Médiévales et Humanistiques 14 (2007): 76-85.

 “The Efficacy of Images: Mimesis and Miracles,” Yale French Studies 110 (2006): 47-57.

“The Amenorrhea of War,” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 28 (Winter 2003): 625-43.

“Scandalizing Desire: Eleanor of Aquitaine and the Chroniclers,” Eleanor of Aquitaine, Lord and Lady, ed. Bonnie Wheeler and John Carmi Parsons (New York: Palgrave, 2003), pp. 247-63.

“Engendering Sacrifice: Blood, Lineage, and Infanticide in Old French Literature,” Speculum 77 (2002): 55-75.

 “Chaste Subjects: Gender, Heroism, and Desire in the Grail Quest,” Queering the Middle Ages, ed. Glenn Burger and Steven Kruger (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2001), pp. 123-42.

 “The Curse of Eve: Female Bodies and Christian Bodies in Heloise’s Third Letter,” Listening to Heloise: The Voice of a Twelfth-Century Woman, ed. Bonnie Wheeler (New York: Saint Martin’s Press, 2000), pp. 217-31. 
“Damsels and Severed Heads: More on Linking in the Perlesvaus,” in Por le soie amisté: Essays in Honor of Norris J. Lacy, ed. Keith Busby and Catherine M. Jones (Amsterdam and Atlanta: Rodopi, 2000), pp. 339-44.

 “The Poetics of Sacrifice: Allegory and Myth in the Grail Quest,” Yale French Studies 95 (1999): 152-68.

“Mothers in the Grail Quest: Desire, Pleasure, and Conception,” Arthuriana 8.1 (1998): 35-48. 
(Winner of the James Randall Leader Prize for outstanding article of 1998 in Arthuriana.)

 “The Queen’s Secret: Adultery and Political Structure in the Feudal Courts of Old French Romance,” Romanic Review 86 (1995): 289-306.

“‘The Boy who was a Girl’: Reading Gender in the Roman de Silence,” Romanic Review 85.4 (1994): 517-36.

“Silence and the Courtly Wife: Chrétien de Troyes’s Erec et Enide,” The Arthurian Yearbook III (1993): 105-24.

“Women and Medicine in Medieval French Narrative,” Exemplaria V.2 (1993): 239-62.

“The Body Politic and the Queen’s Adulterous Body in French Romance,” in Feminist Approaches to the Body in Medieval Literature, ed. Linda Lomperis and Sarah Stanbury (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1992), pp. 38-64.
Reviews
Charlie Samuelson, Courtly and Queer: Deconstruction, Desire, and Medieval French Literature (Columbus: Ohio State Univeersity Press, 2022), The Medieval Review 2022.10.11.
Marion Uhlig, Le prince des clercs: Barlaam et Josaphat ou l’art du recueil (Geneva: Droz, 2018), Medium Aevum 89.1 (2019): 178-9. 
Fiona Cox, Ovid’s Presence in Contemporary Women’s Writing: Strange Monsters (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018), Bryn Mawr Classical Review 2019.08.48.

Miriam Edlich-Muth, Medieval Romances across European Borders (Turnhout: Brepols, 2018), French Studies, 73.4 (2019): 619-20.
William M. Reddy, The Making of Romantic Love: Longing and Sexuality in Europe, South Asia, and Japan, 900-1200 CE (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2012), The Journal of Asian Studies 72 (2013): 681-2.
Simon Gaunt, Love and Death in Medieval French and Occitan Courtly Literature: Martyrs to Love (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006), Encomia: Bibliographical Bulletin of the International Courtly Literature Society 28 (2006): 42-4.

Evelyn Birge Vitz, Nancy Freeman Regalado, and Marilyn Lawrence, eds., Performing Medieval Narrative (Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 2005), Arthuriana 16.1 (2006): 114-5.

Tracy Adams, Violent Passions: Managing Love in the Old French Verse Romance (New York: Palgrave, 2005), H-France Review Vol. 6 (May 2006), No. 50.

William Burgwinkle, Sodomy, Masculinity, and Law in Medieval Literature: France and England, 1050-1230 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), The Medieval Review 05.07.04 (July 7, 2005).

Virginie Greene, Le sujet et la mort dans La Mort Artu (Saint-Genouph: Nizet, 2002), Speculum 80.3 (2005) : 878-9. 

Sylvia Huot, Madness in Medieval French Literature: Identities Lost and Found (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), Notes and Queries n.s. 52.1 (2005): 112-3.

Alain Boureau, The Lord’s First Night: The Myth of the Droit de Cuissage, trans. Lydia G. Cochrane (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998), Journal of the History of Sexuality 9 (2000): 351-54.

Roger Pensom, Reading Béroul’s Tristan; A Poetic Narrative and the Anthropology of its Reception. (Bern: Peter Lang, 1995), Romance Philology 52 (1999): 166-9.

Danièle James-Raoul, La parole empêchée dans la littérature arthurienne (Paris: Champion, 1997), Speculum 74 (1999): 191-3.

Helen Solterer, The Master and Minerva: Disputing Women in French Medieval Culture (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1995), and Simon Gaunt, Gender and Genre in Medieval French Literature (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995), Modern Philology 95.4 (1998): 513-9.

R.C. Famiglietti. Tales of the Marriage Bed from Medieval France (1300-1500) (Picardy Press, 1992), Chaucer Yearbook 3 (1996): 181-84.

M. Victoria Guerin, The Fall of Kings and Princes: Structure and Destruction in Arthurian Tragedy (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1995), The Medieval Feminist Newsletter 22 (1996): 45-47.

Matilda Tomaryn Bruckner, Shaping Romance (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1994), The Medieval Feminist Newsletter 19 (1995): 31-32.

E. Jane Burns, Body Talk: When Women Speak in Old French Literature (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1993), Speculum 70 (1995): 346-48.

Recent and upcoming presentations

“Genre et sérialité,” invited participant in “Sérialités narratives: pour une approche décloisonnée des fictions au long cours,” Geneva, January 2023.

“Translating Taboo: Danger, Desire and the Limits of Human Being,” keynote address, The Taboo Conference, Rome, September 2022.

“Crisis and Care,” invited participant in “The Humanities and Polycrisis,” Durban, South Africa, June 2022.

“Animate Ivory: Animality, Materiality, and Pygmalion’s Statue,” annual Oxford Medieval Studies Lecture, University of Oxford, January 2020.

“Animate Ivory: Animality, Materiality, and Pygmalion’s Statue,” Bryn Mawr College, November 2019.
“The Feeling of Things: Animism, Ecology, and Phaethon’s Crash,” invited participant in “Metamorphosis and the Environmental Imagination, from Ovid to Shakespeare,” UCLA, October 2019.

“Le genre et le transgenre,” invited participant in “Le Genre en études médiévales,” University of Geneva, April 2019.

“Une fable sur l’hétérosexualité: ‘Iphis et Ianthe’ dans l’Ovide moralisé,” University of Geneva, April 2019.
Roundtable participant, “The Future of the Department,” Modern Language Association, January 2019.

“Pygmalion’s Ivory Statue,” University of Cambridge, November 2018.

“Animate Ivory: Materiality, Beauty, and Pygmalion’s Statue,” University of Exeter, November 2018.

“Fire,” Centre for Early Modern Studies, University of Oxford, November, 2018.

“Human Being and Animal Becoming: Actaeon and His Dogs,” King’s College London, November 2018.

“Lamentations of a World on Fire,” invited participant in “Forms of Catastrophe: Ecological Change in Early English Literature,” Indiana University, November 2018.

“The World on Fire,” invited participant in “French Natures,” New York University, October 2018.

“Animate Ivory: Global Trade and Pygmalion’s Statue,” keynote lecture for “Global Prehumanisms,” University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, October 2018.

“Human Being and Animal Becoming: Actaeon and His Dogs,” 2018 Mizzou Medieval & Renassance Studies Annual Lecture, University of Missouri, Columbia, October 2018.

“Pygmalion’s Ivory Lady: Material Conversion,” invited participant in Early Modern Conversions project meeting, Montreal, August 2018.

“Becoming Bear: Environment, Agency, and Gender in the Calisto Story,” University of Durham, England, May 2018. 

 “The Silence of Animals in the Ovide moralisé,” invited participant in “A Meeting of Medievalists,” Vienna, Austria, July 2018.

 “Agency and Environment,” American Comparative Literature Association, Los Angeles, March 2018.

“Cold Stone, Warm Flesh: Pygmalion’s Touch,” invited participant in “Touching the Past,” George Washington University, March 2018.

“Human Being and Animal Becoming: Embodiment and Metamorphosis,” plenary lecture, Illinois Medieval Association, Chicago, February 2018.
“The Charisma of Stone: Pygmalion’s It Girl,” invited participant in “Charisma: Imagining Women’s Power in Medieval Europe,” University of Bonn, Germany, November 2017.

“Origine et métamorphose,” invited participant in the 5e Rencontre Internationale Paul-Zumthor, Montreal, November 2017.

“Supplementing Gender and Moralizing Ovid,” University of Chicago, October 2017.

“The Material of Metamorphosis,” invited participant in “Non/Human Materials before Modernity,” EIHS Forum/Frankel Institute Colloquium at the University of Michigan, October 2017.

“Becoming Bear in the Ovide moralisé,” invited participant in “A Meeting of Medievalists,” University of Southern California, September 2017.
“Metamorphosis and the Affordance of Moralization,” invited participant in “Medieval Assemblages: Bruno Latour and the ‘Sociology of Translation,’” Camargo Foundation, Cassis, France, June 2017.
“Acteon and His Dogs,” International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 2017.

“Metamorphosis and Conversion: Becoming Stag in the Ovide moralisé,” keynote lecture at “Transforming Bodies,” Cornell University, April 2017.
Professional Service
editorial and publication review
Co-editor, Gallica Series, Boydell and Brewer Publishers, Cambridge UK, 2017-
Extended Editorial Board, Cursor Mundi (UCLA Center for Early Global Studies & Brepols), 2022-25
Editorial Board, Animal Studies. Genetics, Anthropology, and History, Trivent Publishing, 2022-

International Advisory Board, Romanic Review, 2021-

Editorial Board, The Mediaeval Journal, 2010-

Editorial Board, Speculum, 2019-22
Editorial Board, H-France, 2017-20
Editorial Board, MQR, 2009-22
Editorial Board, postmedieval: a journal of cultural medieval studies, 2009-19
Book Review Editor, Exemplaria, 2012-16
Editorial Board, Exemplaria, 2008-11

Editorial Board, Arthuriana, 2006-10
Editorial Board, North Carolina Series in Romance Languages and Literatures, 1999-21
Editorial Consultant, Feminist Studies, 1998-2006

manuscript reviews for Chaucer Review, English Language Notes, Exemplaria, Feminist Studies,
Florilegium, Folklore, French Studies, Gender and History, Gesta, Journal of British Studies, Journal of Medieval and Early Modern Studies, The Mediaeval Journal, Medieval Feminist Forum, Medievalia, Modern Philology, PMLA, postmedieval, Speculum, Rhetorica, Romanic Review, Texas Studies in Literature and Language, Viator, Boydell and Brewer (Gallica series), Brepols Publishers, Broadview Press, Cambridge University Press, Ohio State University Press, Oxford University Press, University of Chicago Press, University Press of Florida, University of Michigan Press, University of Minnesota Press, University of Notre Dame Press, University of Pennsylvania Press, Yale University Press.
committees
Program Committee, National Humanities Conference, 2019-21, 2020-21 (chair)
Program Committee, Modern Language Association, 2017-20

Member, executive committee, MLA Forum on Medieval French Literature, 2015-19

Nominating Committee, National Humanities Alliance, 2017

Councillor, Medieval Academy of America, 2008-11

Advisory committee, International Arthurian Society, North American Branch, 2002-2008

Regional delegate, MLA, 2001-2003

Member, executive committee, MLA Division on Medieval French Literature, 1996-2000

Member, executive committee, MLA Discussion Group on Arthurian Literature, 1992-1996

Undergraduate honors theses
Jane Cope (French, 2009), director

Jon Martin (German, 2010), reader

Joshua Musicant (Philosophy, 2017), reader
Dissertation students 

director or co-director:

Elizabeth Hubble, “The Borrowed Knight: Representing the Masculine Hero in the Twelfth-

Century French Verse Romance” (French 2002; co-director with Catherine Brown) 
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Women’s Studies, University of Montana
Lizabeth Fackelman, “The Divided Heart: Heroism and Violence in the Old French Chanson de 

Geste” (French 2003)
Katherine Kong, “Epistolary Positions: Gender and Authority in Medieval and Early Modern 

France” (Comparative Literature 2004, co-director with Catherine Brown)
Independent scholar; formerly Associate Professor of French, University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Megan Moore, “Translating Exoticism: Byzantium, Gender, and Cross-Cultural Marriage in 

Medieval French Romance” (French 2005)
Associate Professor of French, University of Missouri, Columbia
Julie Human, “Looking Back: Medieval French Romance and the Dynamics of Seeing” (French 

2010)
Associate Professor of French, University of Kentucky
Elena Dalla Torre, “Queer Encounters: French and Italian Feminists Between the 70s and 80s” 

(French 2010; co-director with Jarrod Hayes). 
Lecturer in Italian, Washington University in Saint Louis
Christopher Davis, “Scribes and Singers: Latin Models of Authority and the Compilation of 

Troubadour Songbooks” (Comparative Literature 2011). 
Assistant Professor of French, Northwestern University
Genevieve Creedon, “Worlds of Wonder: National Parks, Zoos, Disney and the Genealogies of 

Wonder” (Comparative Literature 2014; co-director with June Howard)

Director, Scholarly Writing Program, Indiana University
Maria Canal, “Récits de consolation et consolations du récit dans la littérature française de la fin 

du moyen age” (French 2015)
Directrice adjointe de la formation continue, Haute Ecole Pedagogique, Lausanne
Catherine Cassel, “Insectoid Figuration in Postatomic American Fiction” (English & Women’s 

Studies 2016; co-director with Patricia Yaeger)

Lecturer, Department of English and Sweetland Writing Center, University of Michigan
Leigh Korey, “Aging Bodies, Hairy Bodies, Barely Human Bodies: Three Essays on Contemporary 

Iranian Diasporic Literature” (Comparative Literature 2018; co-director with Kathryn 

Babayan)

Academic Associate, McGill University
Adrienne Jacaruso, “Encyclopedic Form in the Modern French Novel” (Comparative Literature, 

2020)

Lauren Benjamin, “Feral Modernisms” (Comparative Literature 2021; co-director with Joshua Miller)


Lecturer, Department of English, University of Michigan

Elisabeth Fertig, “Amateurs and Archives” (Comparative Literature)
Nicholas Holterman, “Gaming Medieval French Literature” (French)

Lisa Levin, “Echo, Sappho and the Two Renées: Cross-Cuts in Poetics and Desire,” (Comparative 

Literature, co-director with Yopie Prins)

Ana Popovic, “Affective Anthropomorphism in Animal Writing: Victorian Feelings and Their 

Afterlife in the Early Twentieth Century,” (Comparative Literature, co-director with Lucy 

Hartley)

Anthony Revelle, “Sharing Flesh: Carnivorism and Masculinities in Medieval French Literature” 

(French)

committee member:

Leah L. Chang, “Printing the Muse: Book Production and the Construction of Female Authorship in 

Renaissance France” (Comparative Literature 2002)
Amy Hubbell, “(Re)writing Home: Repetition and Return in Pied-Noir Literature” (French 2003)
Margaret Lynch, “Stories, Saints, and Dreams: The Literary Uses of Dreams in Early Medieval 

Hagiography” (Comparative Literature 2004)

Melody Nixon, “Feminine Bodies that Tell Stories: Narratives by Central American Women Writers” 
(Spanish 2004)

Samuel Sanchez y Sanchez, “Staging Death: Silences and Ventriloquisms of the Dead Body in 

Medieval Spain” (Spanish 2004)

Holly Dugan, “The Ephemeral History of Perfume: Scent and Sense in Early Modern England,” 

(Women’s Studies and English 2005)

Joanna Gill, “Between Rejection and Redemption: Representations of the Father in Sartre, Beauvoir, 

Genet, and Camus, 1939-1949” (French 2006)

Sylwia Ejmont, “The Troubadour Takes the Tram: Experience in Polish Poetry and Music” 
(Comparative Literature 2008)
Aleksandra Pfau, “Madness in the Realm: Narratives of Medieval Illness in Late Medieval France” 
(History 2008)

Michelle Miller, “Material Friendship: Service and Amity in Early Modern French Literature” (French 
2008)

Rebecca Wines, “Sporting Frenchness: Nationality, Race, and Gender at Play” (French 2010)

Katherine Brokaw, “Tudor Musical Theater: Staging Religious Difference from Wisdom to The 
Winter’s Tale” (English 2011)

Jennifer Solheim, “Sounding the Text: Listening to Gender in Mediterranean Culture in French” 
(French 2011)

Camela Logan, “Sartorial Second Skin: Black Men, Masculinity, and Agency in Dress” (French 2014)

Melanie García Sympson, “Experiment and Visual Transformation in Illuminated Manuscripts of the 

Roman de la Rose, c.1338-c.1405” (History of Art 2014)
Ellen Cole, “Lethaeus Amor: Love and Memory in Latin Love Elegy” (Classics 2016)

Matthieu Dupas. “The Postsexual Transition: Sex and Love after Sexuality in the Contemporary 

French Novel” (French 2016) 
Eric Ford, “Revolving Beast: Identifying the Animal in Post-Revolutionary Russian Literature” 
(Russian 2016)

Sarah Linwick, “The Ethics, Politics, and Practice of Nature in Early Modern England” (English 
2016)

Cassie Miura, “The Humor of Skepticism: Therapeutic Laughter from Montaigne to Milton” 
(Comparative Literature 2016)

Benjamin Ireland, “The East Asian Métis in Francophone Literatures of the South Pacific, Indian 

Ocean, and North America” (French 2017)

Yanay Israeli, “Petitions, Justice, and Royal Authority in Late Medieval Castile” (History 2017)

Elizabeth Mathie, “Subordinate Love: Intimacy and Hierarchy in Early Modern English Drama” 

(English 2017)

Noah Blan, “Sovereignty and the Environment in Charlemagne’s Empire” (History 2018)

Amrita Dhar, “Writing Sight and Blindness in Early Modern England” (English 2018)

Jocelyn Frelier, “Family Time: The Bonds and Bondage of Transnational Francophone Kinship” 
(French 2018)

Rebecca Huffman, “‘Ye That Heres and Sees This Vision’: Imagined Readers, Imagined Reading in 
Late Medieval English Devotional Writing” (English 2018)

Maia Farrar, “Desiring Discord: Political Conflict in Medieval Romance” (English 2019)

Charisse Willis, “Gendering Violence: Re-Thinking Coercion and Consent in Early Modern English 
Literature” (English and Women’s Studies, 2019)
Vivian Luong, “Analysis as Ethics: Experiments with Music Loving” (Music Theory, 2019)
Joseph Gamble, “Sex Before Sex Ed: Sexual Practice, Pedagogy, and Affect in Early Modern 

England” (English, 2019)

Sheila Coursey, “Crime, Community, and Audience Engagement in Late Medieval and Early Modern 

Theater” (English, 2019)

Cecilia Morales, “The Function of the Rhetoric of Maternity in the Representation of Female 
Sexuality, Religion, Nationality and Race in Early Modern English Literature and Culture” 
(English, 2020)

Dawn Marie Kaczmar, “‘Endless Varieties of Nature’”: Conduct, Race, Disability and the Limits of 

the Human in British Culture, 1600-1800” (English 2021)

Catherine Fairfield, “Learning to Read Outside: The Vital Role of Feminist Literature in Creating 

Lively Futures amidst Environmental Change” (Women’s Studies and English 2021)
Luis Miguel dos Santos, “Foreign Origins: Geographies of Alterity in Medieval Castilian Narratives” 

(Spanish 2021)

Yael Kenan, “Communities of Loss: National Mourning in Israeli and Palestinian Literature after 

1948” (Comparative Literature 2021)

Grace Zanotti, “Beyond Retributive Justice: Gender, Affect, and Revenge in Greek Tragedy” 

(Comparative Literature 2021)

Anthony Gillum, “Bridges to the Past: Orientation, Materiality, and Participatory Reading in Late 
Medieval England” (English 2021)

Persephone Hernandez-Vogt, “Gender, Appearance, and Performance in Early Modern Spain” 

(Spanish 2021)

Margo Kolenda-Mason, “Hardly Working: Fruitless Labors in Premodern English Literature” 

(English 2022)

Robert Santucci, “Seneca and the History of Roman Eating” (Classics, 2022)

Jahnabi Barooah Chanchani, “Animals Like Us: Interspecies Relationships in the Sanskritic Literary 
Imagination in Early India” (Asian Languages and Cultures)

Laurel Billings, “Mixed Subjects: Bastardy, Race, and Species in Shakespeare” (Women’s Studies and 
English)

Casidy Campbell, “When Play Turns Lethal: Digital Mediation and Recuperating the Condemned 

(After)Lives of Black Girls against a History of Failure” (American Culture)

Leonardo Chiarantini, “The Blind Leaders: Dante, Boethius, and the Lyric Tradition” (Italian)

Luiza Duarte Caetano, “Writing Revolution: French History in Engaged Literatures and Radical 

Thinking, from 1795 to Today” (Comparative Literature)

Duygu Ergun, “The Making of an Aesthetic Domain: Politics of Life in Media Networks after Post-

War Labor Migration from Turkey” (Comparative Literature)

Brittany Hardy, “Maidens, Mothers, and Monsters: Women and Objects in Pindar’s Epinician 

Poems” (Classics)

Anna Wolcott Johnson, “The Nature of a Vow: Shakya Chokden on Karma, Ritual, and Lineage of 

the Three Vows” (Asian Languages and Cultures)
Jordan Koel, “The Medieval Sculptural Imaginary: In Furtherance of a Historical Experiment” 
(History of Art)

Amanda Kubic, “Animating Antiquity, Imagining Futurity: Mobilizing the Unstable Body in 20-21st-

Century Women’s Reception of the Ancient Mediterranean” (Comparative Literature)

Steven Kurtz, “Immunity and Domestic Space in 20th-21st Century French Fiction” (French)

Genta Nishku, “How the Silence Sounded: Writing Trauma in Albanian and Post-

Yugoslav Literature” (Comparative Literature)
Megan Rim, “Racializing Recognition: Face Recognition and the Human” (American 
Culture)

Zachary Severs, “Transformations in the Uses of State Violence and Aristocratic Notions of 

Masculinity in a Late Medieval Castilian Context” (Spanish)
external dissertation committees and examinations:

Sandra Evans (French), committee member, University of Washington, 2005

Sandra Bialytok (French), committee member, University of Toronto, 2008

Karen Diane Adams (French), committee member, University of Pittsburgh, 2016
Blake Ajax Gutt (French), viva examiner, Cambridge University, 2018
Andrew Pattison (English Philology), dissertation pre-examiner, University of Oulu, 2020

Andrew Thomas (Medieval Studies), committee member, Western Michigan University, 2021-

Lesley MacGregor (History), viva examiner, Oxford University, 2021

Masters thesis committees
Rachel Leibovich, “Loving Dogs: Stories of Building Relation and Communication with the More 

Than Human” (School for Environment and Sustainability, 2022)
University of Illinois at Chicago

dissertation committees

Deborah Covino (English, 1996)

Cynthia Davidson (English, 1997)

Thea Cevone (English, 1998)

Regina Buccola (English, 2000)
Lisa Cochran (English, 2001)

Patricia Renda (English, 2004)
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