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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley (May, 1985)
M.A.  University of California, Berkeley (June, 1979)
B.A.  Washington University, magna cum laude (May, 1977)


PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT
Chair, Department of English, University of Michigan, 2009-15
Associate Dean for the Humanities, College of LSA, University of Michigan, 2004-2008
Director, Program in Medieval and Early Modern Studies, University of Michigan, 1999-2004

Professor, University of Michigan, 1999-present

Associate Chair, Department of English, University of Michigan, 1991-94

Associate Professor, University of Michigan, 1991-99

Assistant Professor, University of Michigan, 1985-91

ACADEMIC HONORS AND GRANTS
Elected Fellow, King’s College Cambridge (2022; declined because of Covid)

First Vice-President, John Donne Society, 2019-22 (President in 2023)

Visiting Fellow Commoner, Trinity College, Cambridge, 2018
Life Member, Clare Hall, Cambridge 1995- (return visit, January-July 2016)

John R. Knott, Jr. Collegiate Professor of English, 2010-

Executive Committee, Associated Departments of English, 2015-18

Senior Faculty Fellow, Michigan Society of Fellows, 2006-10
John H. D'Arms Faculty Award for Distinguished Graduate Mentoring in the Humanities, 2004

Faculty Recognition Award, University of Michigan, October 1, 2003

William G. Cooper, Jr., Honors Lecture, University of Arkansas at Little Rock, April 11, 2002

Co-director, Rackham Summer Interdisciplinary Institute, “Motion and Emotion: Interdisciplinary Investigations,” May  2001

William B. Hunter Award for Outstanding Contributions from a Younger Scholar in Renaissance Studies, 2001

Co-director, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar, "Renaissance Bodies: English Literature and Medicine," 1999

Fellow, Gayle Morris Sweetland Writing Center, University of Michigan, 1999

Excellence in Research Award, College of Literature, Science, and the Arts, University of Michigan, 1998

Michigan Humanities Award, 1997

Excellence in Education Award, College of Literature, Science, and the Arts, University of Michigan, 1996

Research Partnership, University of Michigan, 1995-96

Faculty Assistance Fund, University of Michigan, 1994

National Endowment for the Humanities Resident Fellowship at the Newberry Library (declined), 1994-95

Visiting Fellowship, Clare Hall, Cambridge University, 1994-95

Office of the Vice President for Research Discretionary Grant, University of Michigan, 1994

Excellence in Education Award, College of Literature, Science, and the Arts, University of Michigan, 1993

Lecturer, National Endowment for the Humanities Shakespeare-Milton Institute for Secondary School Teachers at the University of Arizona, June 28-July 31, 1993

A. Bartlett Giamatti Fellowship, Michigan Institute for the Humanities (1990-1991)

BOOK PUBLICATIONS

Reading John Donne (under contract; forthcoming Cambridge University Press, 2024).

Reading Seventeeth-Century Poetry (under contract; forthcoming Oxford: Blackwell, 2024).
John Donne in Context, editor (Cambridge University Press, 2019).

The Cambridge Introduction to Shakespeare’s Poetry (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010). 
Divisions on a Ground: Essays in Honor of Donald Friedman, co-edited with Kimberly Johnson and Richard Strier (a special issue of the George Herbert Journal, May 2008).
 A Companion to Shakespeare’s Sonnets, editor (Oxford: Blackwell, 2006).

Imagining Death in Spenser and Milton, co-edited with Elizabeth Jane Bellamy and Patrick Cheney (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003).

Bodies and Selves in Early Modern England: Physiology and Inwardness in Spenser, Shakespeare, Herbert, and Milton (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999).

Prayer and Power: George Herbert and Renaissance Courtship (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991).

ARTICLES

“A Response to ‘Companionable Bodies,’” Spenser Studies, vol. 37 (2023): 145-51.

“Ceremony and Self: Belligerent Civility in Edward Herbert’s Autobiography,” in Edward and George Herbert in the European Republic of Letters (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2022), pp. 101-16. 

“The Sixteenth to the Seventeenth Century,” in The Oxford History of Poetry in English: Sixteenth-Century British Poetry, ed. Catherine Bates and Patrick Cheney (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022), pp. 587-98.

“Afterword,” Positive Emotions in Early Modern Literature and Culture, ed. Cora Fox, Bradley Irish, and Cassie Miura, (Manchester University Press, 2021), pp. 215-21.

“Performing Pain,” in Humorality in Early Modern Art, Material Culture, and Performance, ed. Kaara Peterson and Amy Kenny (Palgrave, 2021), pp. 69-84.
 “On Mr. Friedman’s Marvell’s Pastoral Art, fifty years later,” Marvell Studies 5 (1): 4 (2020), pp. 1–4. 

“How Gardens Feel: The Natural History of Sensation in Spenser and Milton,” in The Geography of Embodiment in Early Modern England, ed. Garrett Sullivan and Mary Floyd-Wilson (Oxford University Press, 2020), pp. 14-38. 

 “Impractical Criticism: Close Reading and the Contingencies of History,” in Texts and Readers in the Age of Marvell, ed. Christopher D’Addario and Matthew C. Augustine (Manchester University Press, 2018), pp. 17-32.
“Making Sense of Religion,” in Sensing the Sacred: Religion and the Senses in Early Modern Culture, ed. Robin Macdonald, Emilie K.M. Murphy and Elizabeth L. Swann (Palgrave, 2018), pp. 245-50.
“The Body in Renaissance Poetry,” in A Companion to Renaissance Poetry, ed. Catherine Bates (Oxford: Blackwell, 2018), pp. 531-44.

 “Lessons from the body: moralizations explaining disability and deformity,” in The Cambridge World Encyclopedia of Shakespeare: Shakespeare's World, 1500-1660, ed. Bruce Smith (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016), 2 vols., 1: 795-802.
“Herbert and Pleasure,” George Herbert Journal, Vol. 38, nos. 1 and 2 (2014/15): 145-57.
Foreward, The Wit and Wisdom of Shakespeare: 32 Sonnets Made Thoroughly Accessible, by Darrel Walters (Rowman and Littlefield, 2016), pp. ix-x.
“The Unbearable Permeability of Bodies and Minds,” in Embodied Cognition and Shakespeare’s Theatre: The Early Modern Body-Mind , ed. by Laurie Johnson, John Sutton, and Evelyn Tribble, (New York: Routledge, 2014), pp. 105-110.
“The Real Presence of Absent Puns: George Herbert’s ‘Love (III),’” in Shakespeare Up Close: Reading Early Modern Texts, ed. Nicholas Nace, Russ McDonald, and Travis D. Williams (London: Arden Shakespeare, 2013),  pp. 76-83. 
 “Shakespearean Pain,” in Shakespearean Sensations: Experiencing Literature in Early Modern England, ed. Tanya Pollard and Katharine Craik (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013),  pp. 191-207.

“Metaphysical Poetry,” The Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics, ed. Roland Greene (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2012), pp. 870-72.
 “The Political Economy of English Departments,” ADE Bulletin, number  151 (2011), pp. 18-22.

“Marvell and the Designs of Art,” The Cambridge Companion to Andrew Marvell, ed. Derek Hirst and Steven Zwicker (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), pp. 87-101.

Articles on “Medicine” and “Death” in The Milton Encyclopedia, ed. Thomas Corns (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012), pp. 237. 

 “Eloquent Blood and Deliberative Bodies: The Physiology of Metaphysical Poetry," in Renaissance Transformations: The Making of English Writing, 1500-1650, ed. Thomas Healy and Margaret Healy (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2009), pp. 145-60.

“Aesthetics and Anesthetics: The Art of Pain Management in Early Modern England,” in The Sense of Suffering: Constructions of Physical Pain in Early Modern Culture, eds. Jan Frans van Dijkhuizen and Karl Enenkel, in a special issue of Transactions (Leiden: Brill, 2009): 19-38. 
“George Herbert’s Divine Comedy: Humor in The Temple,” in Divisions on a Ground: Essays in Honor of Donald Friedman, co-edited with Kimberly Johnson and Richard Strier (a special issue of the George Herbert Journal, vol. 29, nos. 1 and 2 Spring 2006; published May 2008), pp. 45-66. 

“’Give Sorrow Words’: Emotional Loss and the Articulation of Temperament in Early Modern England,” in Dead Lovers: Erotic Bonds and the Study of Premodern Europe, ed. Basil Dufallo and Peggy McCracken (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2007), pp. 143-64.

 “The Sonnets,” The Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare’s Poetry, ed. Patrick Cheney (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), pp. 125-43. 

“George Herbert” Oxford Encyclopedia of British Literature, ed. David Kastan et al. 5 vols. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006), vol. 3.

 “George Herbert, God and King,” in Early Modern English Poetry: A Critical Companion, ed. Patrick Cheney, Andrew Hadfield, and Garrett Sullivan (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006), pp. 264-77.

 “First Impressions and Last Thoughts: The Importance of Scholarly Introductions,” Profession 2005 (New York: MLA, 2005), pp. 169-71.

 “’Commotion strange’: Milton and Passion,” Reading the Early Modern Passions, ed. Gail Kern Paster, Mary Floyd-Wilson, and Katherine Rowe (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004), pp. 43-67.

 “Recent Studies in the English Renaissance,” Studies in English Literature 44, no. 1 (Winter 2004): 189-228.

 “Reading Bodies,” Reading, Society and Politics in Early Modern England, ed. Steven Zwicker and Kevin Sharpe (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), pp. 215-43.

“Thinking Through the Body: Corporeality and Interiority in Donne,” La Poesie Metaphysique de John Donne, ed. Claudine Raynaud (Publication du Groupe de Recherche Anglo-Americanes de l’Universite de Tours, 2002), pp. 25-35.

“’That spectacle of too much weight’: The Poetics of Sacrifice in Donne, Herbert, and Milton,” Journal of Medieval and Early Modern Studies 31, vol. 3 (2001): 561-84.

----------, reprinted in the Norton Critical Edition, Seventeenth-Century British Poetry 1603-1660, ed. John Rumrich and Gregory Chaplin (New York: Norton, 2006), pp. 890-906.  
“Bloody Politics,” LSA Magazine, Fall 2001.

“Obedience and Autonomy in Paradise Lost,”  A Companion to Milton, ed. Thomas Corns (Oxford: Blackwell, 2001), pp. 363-79; collection given the Irene Samuel Award from the Milton Society of America.
"Making Shakespeare's Sonnets Matter in the Classroom," Approaches to Teaching Sixteenth-Century Poetry, ed. Patrick Cheney and Ann Lake Prescott (New York: Modern Language Association, 1999).

“The Construction of Inwardness in The Faerie Queene, Book 2," Worldmaking Spenser: Explorations in the Early Modern Age, ed. Patrick Cheney and Lauren Silberman (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1999).

"Courts and Patronage," The Cambridge History of Literary Criticism, vol. 3, Renaissance to Late Seventeenth Century, ed. Glyn P. Norton (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999).

"The Matter of Inwardness: Shakespeare's Sonnets," Shakespeare's Sonnets: Critical Essays, ed. James Schiffer (New York: Garland, 1998), pp. 305-24.

"Subversion or Collusion? Revising Jacobean England," Comparative Studies in Society and History 39, vol. 4 (1997): 772-78.

"Fables of the Belly in Early Modern England," in The Body in Parts: Fantasies of Corporeality in Early Modern Culture, ed. David Hillman and Carla Mazzio (New York: Routledge, 1997), pp. 242-61.

"The Gender of Religious Devotion: Amelia Lanyer and John Donne," in Religion and Culture in the English Renaissance, ed. Debora Shuger and Claire McEachern (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997), pp. 209-33.

"Doing Literature and History," Journal of British Studies 36 (1997): 355-63.

"George Herbert's Consuming Subject," in George Herbert in the Nineties: Reflections and Reassessments, ed. Jonathan F. S. Post and Sidney Gottlieb, George Herbert Journal Special Studies and Monographs (Fairfield, Conn., 1995), pp. 105-32.

"The Poetry of Conduct: Accommodation and Transgression in The Faerie Queene, Book 6," in Enclosure Acts: Sexuality, Property, and Culture in Early Modern England, ed. Richard Burt and John Archer (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1994), pp. 151-69.

"The Poetry of Supplication: Toward a Cultural Poetics of the Religious Lyric," in New Perspectives on the Seventeenth-Century English Religious Lyric, ed. John R. Roberts (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1993), pp. 75-104.

"Gender and Conduct in Paradise Lost," in Sexuality and Gender in Early Modern Europe: Institutions, Texts, Images, ed. James G. Turner (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), pp. 310-38.

“The Achievement of Andrew Marvell,” in On the Celebrated and Neglected Poems of Andrew Marvell, ed. Claude J. Summers and Ted-Larry Pebworth (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1992), pp. 243-47. 

 

"'Among Unequals What Society': Strategic Courtesy and Christian Humility in Paradise Lost," Milton Studies 28 (1992): 69-90.

"The Art of Disgust: Civility and the Social Body in Hesperides," in Robert Herrick, a special issue of the George Herbert Journal 14, nos. 1 and 2 (1990/91): 127-54.

"'That Ancient Heat': Sexuality and Spirituality in The Temple," Soliciting Interpretation: Literary Theory and Seventeenth-Century English Poetry, ed. Elizabeth D. Harvey and Katharine Eisaman Maus (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1990), pp. 273-306.

"'Respective Boldnesse': Herbert and the Art of Submission," "A Fine Tuning": Studies of the Religious Poetry of Herbert and Milton in Honor of Joseph H. Summers, ed. Mary Maleski (Binghamton, N.Y.: Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies, 1989), pp. 77-94.

"'The Mysteries of Manners, Armes, and Arts': 'Inviting a Friend to Supper' and 'To Penshurst,'" "The Muses Common-Weale": Poetry and Politics in the Seventeenth Century, ed. Claude J. Summers and Ted-Larry Pebworth (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1988), pp. 62-79.

"'Subject to Ev'ry Mounters Bended Knee': Herbert and Authority," The Historical Renaissance: New Essays on Tudor and Stuart Literature and Culture, ed. Heather Dubrow and Richard Strier (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1988), pp. 242-69.

"Standing on Ceremony: The Comedy of Manners in Herbert's 'Love (III),'" "Bright Shootes of Everlastingnesse": The Seventeenth-Century Religious Lyric, ed. Claude J. Summers and Ted-Larry Pebworth (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1987), pp. 116-33.

"Submission and Assertion: The 'Double Motion' of Herbert's 'Dedication,'" John Donne Journal 2, no. 2 (1983): 39-49.

REVIEWS

Review of Eric Langley, Shakespeare’s Contagious Sympathies, in Review of English Studies (2019): 961-63.

Review of Richard Strier, The Unrepentant Renaissance: From Petrarch to Shakespeare to Milton, in Shakespeare Quarterly, vol. 65, no. 2 (Summer 2014), pp. 227-29.

Review of Herman Roodenburg, The Eloquence of the Body: Perspectives on Gesture in the Dutch Republic, American Historical Review, vol. 111 (December 2007): 1617-18.

Review of Mary Floyd-Wilson, English Ethnicity and Race in Early Modern Drama, forthcoming in Shakespeare Studies, vol. 32 (2005).
Review of Jeffrey Knapp, Shakespeare’s Tribe: Church, Nation, and Theater in Renaissance England, Shakespeare Studies, vol. 31 (2003): 263-66.
Review of Richard Rambuss, Closet Devotions, Modern Philology vol. 100, no. 1 (August 2002): 97-101.

Review of Cristina Malcolmson, Heart-Work: George Herbert and the Protestant Ethic, George Herbert Journal 23, nos. 1 and 2 (1999/2000): 108-111.

Review of Peter Iver Kaufman, Prayer, Despair, and Drama: Elizabethan Introspection, Modern Philology 97, no. 2 (1999): 257-60. 

Review of Jonathan Sawday, The Body Emblazoned: Dissection and the Human Body in Renaissance Culture, Journal of English and Germanic Philology 97, no. 3 (July 1998): 429-30.

Review of Richard Strier, Resistant Structures: Particularity, Radicalism, and Renaissance Texts,  Seventeenth-Century News (Fall-Winter, 1997):47-48.

Review of The Cambridge Companion to English Poetry, Donne to Marvell, Renaissance Quarterly 99 (1996): 654-55.

Review of Bruce R. Smith, Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England: A Cultural Poetics, Journal of English and Germanic Philology 92 (1993): 436-38.

Review of Harold Skulsky, Language Recreated: Seventeenth-Century Metaphorists and the Act of Metaphor, Renaissance Quarterly 46 (1993): 172-73.

Review of William Kerrigan and Gordon Braden, The Idea of the Renaissance, Journal of English and Germanic Philology 91 (1992): 223-26.

Review of Ann Baynes Coiro, Robert Herrick's "Hesperides" and the Epigram Book Tradition, South Central Review 7, no. 2 (1990): 81-83.

Review of Marion Singleton, God's Courtier: Configuring a Different Grace in George Herbert's "Temple," Journal of English and Germanic Philology 88 (1989): 411-14.

Review of Richard Todd, The Opacity of Signs: Acts of Interpretation in George Herbert's "The Temple," George Herbert Journal 11, no. 1 (1987): 53-57. 
RECORDINGS
Shakespeare for All, three classes on The Sonnets, https://www.shakespeareforall.com/teacher-edition, 2021.
PAPERS
“Shelter from the Storm: Inner and Outer Weather in Herbert,” given via zoom at George Herbert in Cambridge: The Sixth Triennial Conference of the George Herbert Society, June 23-26, 2022

Chair, Panel on “Embodiment,” Critical Conversations, Department of English, University of Michigan, January 27, 2022

“The Elemental Self in the Sonnets,” Shakespeare Association of America, virtual conference, April 2, 2021

“Health” presentation to Critical Conversations, Department of English, University of Michigan, March 17, 2021

“Teaching Donne’s Devotions in a Pandemic,” presented to the “Teaching Donne in Emergent Occasions,” a John Donne Society Webinar, Dec. 11, 2020

“Paradise Lost and the Natural History of Sensation,” presented to the International Milton Society, Strasbourg, France, June 20, 2019 

“Uneasy Pleasures in Shakespeare (and Spenser),” presented to the Shakespeare Association of America in Washington, DC., April 19, 2019


“Donne’s Difficulty,” presented to the annual meeting of the John Donne Society, Feb. 14-15, 2019

“How Gardens Feel: The Natural History of Sensation in Spenser and Milton,” presented to the Free University of Amsterdam, April 18, 2018
- presented to the University of Bangor, Wales, April 25, 2018
- presented to the London Renaissance Seminar, May 26, 2018
-presented to the Department of English, University of North Carolina, October 2019

“The Different Art of the Skype Interview,” presented at the annual meeting of the Modern Language Association of America, New York City, January 6, 2018

“Performing Pain,” presented at the Shakespeare Association of America, Los Angeles, March 31, 2018
-presented to the British Shakespeare Association, Belfast, June 14-16, 2018  
“Renaissance Medicine,” presented to the Victor Vaughan Society at the University of Michigan Medical School, December 5, 2017
- presented to the Victor Vaughan Society at the University of Michigan Medical School, March 9, 2019
Author’s Forum, “The Kelloggs: The Battling Brothers of Battle Creek. A Conversation with Howard Markel and Michael Schoenfeldt,” University of Michigan Library, Nov. 17, 2017

“Impractical Criticism: Close Reading and the Contingencies of History,” workshop of the Early Modern Colloquium, University of Michigan, Nov. 2, 2017
“Ceremony and Self: Belligerent Civility in Edward Herbert’s Autobiography,” presented to “Herbert in Paris,” Universite Sorbonne Nouvelle, May 18-21, 2017

“’Nothing Else Is’: Donne and Sensation,” presented to the Renaissance Society of America meeting in Chicago, Illinois, March 30-April 1, 2017
“Preconvention Workshop on Career Directions for PhDs in English” presented at the Modern Language Association, Philadelphia, January 8, 2017

 “Medicine in Shakespeare’s Day,” presented to the Victor Vaughan Society at the University of Michigan Medical School, December 8, 2016

 “Forms of Passion: Donne and Pain,” presented at the Modern Language Association, Philadelphia, January 9, 2017

“Places of Pleasure and Pain: Environment and Sensation in Spenser and Milton,” presented to Early Modern Literary Geographies, a conference at the Huntington Library, October 14-15, 2016

“Disability, Deformity, and Disease in Shakespeare,” presented to the University of Leiden, The Netherlands, April 6, 2016
-presented to the University of Newcaslte, United Kingdom, April 20, 2016

“New Pleasures and Old Pains: Donne and Sensation,” keynote lecture presented to the John Donne Society, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, February 18, 2016
-presented to the Cambridge Renaissance Seminar, May 17, 2016
-presented to the English Department, Pennsylvania State Univeristy, November 4, 2016

“Renaissance Pleasures and Pains,” presented to the Cambridge Renaissance Workshop, May 11, 2016

“Both Sides Now,” presented to the ADE Summer Seminar, Kansas City Missouri, June 24-28, 2015
“Sensational Donne: Devotional Pains and Pleasures,” presented to the Renaissance Society of America annual meeting, Berlin, Germany, March 27, 2015

“Something for the Pain,” presented to the Renaissance Society of America annual meeting, Berlin, Germany, March 28, 2015

 “Working with the Working Class,” a panel discussion at the annual meeting of the Modern Language Association, Vancouver, BC, January 8, 2015

“Herbert and Pleasure,” presented to the Fourth Triennial Conference of the George Herbert Society, October 16-18, 2014, Phoenix, Arizona

 “Lyric Flesh: The Presence of the Body in Early Modern Poetry,” presented to the Hudson Strode Center for Renaissance Studies, University of Alabama, November 12, 2013
-presented to the University of Iowa Department of English, March 26, 2014
-presented as the Jankofsky Lecture in Medieval and Renaissance Studies at the University of   Minnesota, at Duluth, May 9, 2014
-presented to the University of Windsor, Windsor, Ontario, November 6, 2014

“Impractical Criticism and the Impossibility of Transcendence,” presented at the annual meeting of the Modern Language Association, Seventeenth-century Division Panel, Jan. 9, 2014

 “Natural Pleasure and the Mythical Origins of Venereal Disease: Shakespeare’s Venus and Adonis,” presented at the European Shakespeare Research Association Conference, “Shakespeare and Myth,” June 26-30, Montpellier, France 

“Impractical Criticism,” presented at “Politics and Print Culture in Seventeenth-Century England: A Colloquium in Honor of Steven N. Zwicker,” Washington University, St. Louis, MO, June 8, 2013

Respondent, “Shakespeare and Emotion,” Shakespeare Association of America, Boston, MA April 6, 2012

“English Patients: The Experience of Disability and Suffering,” presented at “Constructing the Human: Culture and the Body from Antiquity to Vesalius,” a conference at Northwestern University, February 24-25, 2012

Respondent, “Body and Mind in Shakespeare’s Theater,” International Shakespeare Congress, Prague, Czech Republic, July 16-22, 2011
“Venus and Adonis, and the Origin of Venereal Disease,” presented at a panel entitled “Venus and Lucrece,” International Shakespeare Congress, Prague, July 16-22, 2011
Respondent, “Spenser and the Body,” panel at the 46th International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 17th, 2011

“Why Renaissance Poetry Matters,” presented to the Sixteenth-Century Studies Conference, Montreal, CA, October 15, 2010

Panelist, “The Political Economy of English Departments,” ADE Summer Seminar, University of Maryland, College Park, June 3-6, 2010

“‘Some rousing motions’: The Problem of Anger in Milton's Samson Agonistes,” presented to the Department of English, Brown University, April 22, 2010

“Teaching George Herbert and John Milton to Believers and Non-Believers,” presented at “Texts Sacred and Canonical: Their Circulation in Public Culture,” University of Michigan, April 10, 2010

“Lessons from the Body: Shakespeare and the Ethics of Disease,” presented to the Symposium on Disease and Disability in the Middle Ages and Renaissance, Newberry Library, Chicago Illinois, Feb. 20, 2010

“Why Literary History Still Matters: Lessons from the Body,” presented to the Conference in Honor of Arthur Marotti, Wayne State University, March 12, 2010

Panelist, MLA Workshop on Women in Academic Leadership, at the annual meeting of the Modern Language Association of America, Philadelphia, PA, December 27, 2009 

“Shakespearean Pain,” presented to the British Shakespeare Association, King’s College London, Sept. 13, 2009

“Spenser’s Environs,” panel sponsored by the International Spenser Society, Modern Languages Association Meeting, San Francisco, December 29, 2008

“John Donne and the Physiology of Metaphysical Poetry,” presented to “Renaissance Transformations: The Making of English Writing 1480-1650,” Birkbeck College, University of London, April 3-4, 2008
--given as the Schick Lecture, Indiana State University, April 9, 2009
--presented to the Renaissance Colloquium, Cambridge University, May 5, 2009
--presented to the Department of English, University of Sussex, May 12, 2009
--presented to the Department of English, University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, October 22, 2009
Respondent, “Politics, Presence, and Place in Donne’s Sacred and Profane Poetry,” a program arranged by the John Donne Society at the annual meeting of the Modern Language Association of America, Chicago, Illinois, December 30, 2007

 “Aesthetics and Anesthetics: The Art of Pain Management in Early Modern England,” a keynote address presented at “Perceptions of Pain in Early Modern Culture,” University of Leiden, The Netherlands, 25–27 October 2007

   --presented at Northwestern University, Department of English, March 11, 2009

   --presented at Washington University, St. Louis, May 13, 2009

Respondent, “Shakespearean Attachments,” a seminar at the annual meeting of the Shakespeare Association of America, San Diego, CA, April 5-8, 2007
“’Give Sorrow Words’: Emotional Loss and the Articulation of Character in Early Modern England,” a keynote address to be presented at “Medieval and Early Modern English Texts and Contexts,” University of Geneva, May 18-20, 2006
“Eloquent Blood and Body Thoughts: John Donne and Corporeality,” a keynote address presented to the annual meeting of the John Donne Society, February 19, 2006

   --keynote address to “Passions, Affect, and Zeal,” The North Carolina Colloquium in Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Feb. 15-16, 2008

“Forms of Passion: The Renaissance Sonnet” presented to the annual meeting of the Renaissance Society of America in San Francisco, March 23-25, 2006

“The Downside of Anger,” presented to “Milton, Rights and Liberties: The 8th International Milton Symposium,” Grenoble, France, June 7-11, 2005
“Make Love Not War: John Milton’s Revolutionary Epic,” presented to the Humanities Spring Seminar at the Michigan Institute for the Humanities, May 6-8, 2005

 “Clientage and Love: The Politics of Love in the Sonnets,” presented to “Political Sonnets,” a seminar at the Shakespeare Association of America, Bermuda, March 18, 2005
 “Introductions,” presented at the Renaissance Society of America, April 2, 2004, New York City

“Physiology, Psychology, Psychoanalysis,” Seminar organized for the Shakespeare Association of America, April 8, 2004, New Orleans

“Give Sorrow Words: Speaking Grief in Early Modern England,” presented at a panel organized by the Division of the Literature of the English Renaissance, Excluding Shakespeare, entitled “The Poetics of Medicine in Early Modern England” at the annual meeting of the Modern Language Association, Dec. 29, 2003, San Diego, CA
   --presented at “Interiority in Early Modern England,” Saint Mary's University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, October 15-16, 2004 

“Give Sorrow Words: Speaking Grief in Shakespeare,” presented at “Dead Lovers: Erotic Bonds and Study of Pre-Modern Europe,” at the University of Michigan, March 7, 2003
--presented at St. Francis Xavier University, Antigonish, Nova Scotia, October 17, 2004

“Killing Grief and the Talking Cure: A Study in Early Modern Physiology of the Emotions,” presented to the Fifth Annual Conference for the History of Medicine and Science, February 21-22, 2003, Duke University Medical Center and the University of North Carolina

“Thinking Through the Body: Corporeality and Interiority in Donne,” presented to the University of Tours, France, January 25, 2002

Keynote speaker, “Cornucopia: Exploring the Humanities” October 2, 2001

Chair, panel discussion of Bodyland, a play about organ transplantation, for the Life Sciences Values and Society Program and the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program, at the Furniture Factory in Detroit, October 18, 2001

“’Commotion strange’: Milton and Passion,” the William B. Hunter Lecture, presented to the South Central Renaissance Conference, Texas A & M University, April 5, 2001

   --presented to the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, April 11, 2002

   --presented to the University of Wisconsin at Madison, May 1, 2002
   --presented to the University Professors Program, Boston University, May 7, 2003
   --presented to “Bodies and Minds in Renaissance Culture,” the keynote address of The New England Renaissance Conference at the University of Connecticut, Storrs, October 18, 2003
“Obedience and Autonomy in Paradise Lost,” presented to the Department of English, Pennsylvania State University, December 5, 2000

“Bodies and Politics: Myths of Organic Disorder,” presented to the Department of English, Vassar College, September 19, 2000

“Myths of the Body Politic,” presented to “Urbane Myths: Early Modern Civil and Uncivil Discourses,” University of Newcastle upon Tyne, July 20-21, 2000

"Slouching Toward Golgotha: Donne, Herbert, and Milton on the Sacrifice," presented to the Program in Medieval and Early Modern Studies, Duke University, March 6, 2000

"From Obedience to Autonomy: The Fall into Ethics in Paradise Lost," presented to the Renaissance Society of America, Florence, Italy, March 25, 2000

"'All things are bigge with jest': Herbert and Humor," presented to the Modern Language Association of America, Chicago, December 27, 1999

"Reading Bodies," presented to "Reading, Society and Politics in Early Modern England," the Huntington Library, May 14-15, 1999
   --presented to the Renaissance Society of America, Chicago, March 29-31, 2001

"The Alimentary Vision of Paradise Lost," presented to Duke University, February 1, 1999

Organizer of panel discussion, "Literary Circles in Renaissance England," the Thirteenth Biennial Renaissance Conference at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, October 15-17, 1998

"Persuasion and Resistance: The Construction of Inwardness in The Faerie Queene," present to "Forms of Persuasion," The Fourth International Literature and History Conference at the University of Reading, United Kingdom, July 7-10, 1998

"George Herbert in the Theatre of Devotion," presented at Duke University, April 13, 1998

Co-chair of "Medical Bodies," a workshop at "The Rhetorics and Rituals of (Un)Veiling in Early Modern Europe," University of Michigan, October 3, 1997

"The Construction of Inwardness in The Faerie Queene, Book 2," presented to the Thirty-Second International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University, May 10, 1997

"Fables of the Belly in Early Modern England," presented to "Bodies and Pleasures in Early Modern Discourse," a Symposium sponsored by the Program in British Studies, University of Michigan, October 24, 1996

"Spenser's Castle of Moral Health," presented to "The Faerie Queene in the World, 1596-1996: Edmund Spenser among the Disciplines," Yale Center for British Art, September 26-28, 1996

"The Matter of Inwardness: Shakespeare's Sonnets," presented to the Sixth World Shakespeare Congress, Los Angeles, April 7-14, 1996

---presented to the Renaissance Seminar at the University of Chicago, November 17, 1997

"The Physiology of Interiority in Early Modern England," presented at “Renaissance Top to Bottom: Reassessing Popular and High Culture in Early Modern Europe,” the Annual Meeting of the Renaissance Society of America, Indiana University, April 18-21, 1996

"The Matter of Inwardness: Bodies and Selves in Early Modern England," presented to “The Past at Present: Varieties of Historicism in Medieval and Early Modern Studies,” University of Western Ontario, Canada, March 1-2, 1996

"Paradise Lost and the Origin of Table Manners" presented to the Department of English, Sarah Lawrence College, December 5, 1995

"George Herbert's Consuming Subject," presented to the Literature Seminar, Clare Hall, University of Cambridge, November 14, 1994

---presented to the Renaissance Seminar, Oxford University, November 21, 1994

---presented to the Centre for English Studies, University of London, January 11, 1995

---presented to the Department of English, Keele University, United Kingdom, March 16, 1995

"Temperance and Temptation: The Regulation of Appetite in Paradise Lost," presented to the British Milton Seminar, Birmingham, United Kingdom, September 24, 1994

---presented to the Fifth International Milton Symposium, Bangor, Wales, July 9-14, 1995

"The Gender of Religious Devotion: Amelia Lanyer and John Donne," presented as part of "'Platonic' Love, Puritanism, Libertinism," a Seventeenth-Century Division Panel at the Modern Language Association Meeting in New York, December 27-29, 1992

---presented at "Books in Chains, Bodies in Flames: Religion and Culture in the English Renaissance," a conference at the University of California at Los Angeles, March 4-6, 1993

---to the Department of English, University of California at Berkeley, November 10, 1993

---to the Renaissance Graduate Seminar, Cambridge University, October 19, 1994

"Donne and Desire," presented to the Lancaster Renaissance Seminar, Lancaster University, United Kingdom, March 1, 1995

"Lyric Terror: Donne and Pain," presented at "Pleasure and Devotion: Renaissance Religious Experience," a special session of the Modern Language Association in Toronto, Canada, December 28, 1993

"Sacred Eroticism in George Herbert's Poetry," presented to the Faculty of Letters, Free University, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, November 22, 1993

"The Poetry of Supplication: Toward a Cultural Poetics of the Religious Lyric," presented at "Sacred and Profane: The Interplay of Secular and Devotional Literature, 1500-1700," at the University of Groningen, The Netherlands, November 17-19, 1993

"'By the Way of Nourishment and Strength': Herbert and Food," presented at "George Herbert in the 90's: Reflections and Reassessments," at the William Andrews Clark Memorial Library, University of California at Los Angeles, November 12-13, 1993

"Decorum and Digestion: The Conduct of Appetite in the Renaissance," presented as part of "Feast and Famine, Sacred and Profane," a Seventeenth-Century Division Panel at the Modern Language Association Meeting in New York, December 27-29, 1992

"The Art of Disgust: Civility and the Social Body in Herrick's Hesperides," presented at "'Mingling Kings and Clowns': The Culture of Class in the Renaissance," University of California at Santa Barbara, April 24-25, 1992

"The Conduct of Desire in Paradise Lost," a Newberry Library Milton Seminar, given October 12, 1991

"'So Absolute She Seems': Authority and Desire in Paradise Lost," presented at the Fourth International Milton Symposium, August 4-10, 1991, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada

Discussion panelist on "Aire and Angels" at the Fifth Annual Conference of the John Donne Society, at Gulfport, Mississippi, February 22-24, 1990

Organized and chaired "Institutionalizing Milton: Cultural Presuppositions and Critical Preoccupations," an open meeting of the Milton Society of America at the MLA Convention in Washington, D.C., December, 1989

"The Poetry of Conduct: Accommodation and Transgression in The Faerie Queene, Book 6," presented at "Politics, Patronage and Literature in England, 1558-1658," an international conference sponsored by the Departments of English and History in the University of Reading, England, July 9-12, 1989

"The Genesis of Courtesy: Gender and Conduct in Paradise Lost," presented to the Renaissance Conference of Southern California at the Huntington Library, April 7-8, 1989

---presented to the Department of English, University of California at Los Angeles, January 24, 1990

"Ceremony and Self: The Conduct of Life in Sir Edward Herbert's Autobiography," presented at "The Herbert Connection: Family and Faction in Stuart Politics and the Arts," a Special Session of the MLA Convention, New Orleans, December 30, 1988

Discussion panelist for "'The Mosaique of the Air': The Achievement of Andrew Marvell," the Eighth Biennial Renaissance Conference at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, October 21-22, 1988

"'Among Unequals What Society?': Courtesy and Christian Humility in Paradise Lost," presented to the Third International Milton Symposium, Florence and Vallombrosa, Italy, June 12-18, 1988

"Herbert and Sex," presented to the Division on Seventeenth-Century English Literature at the MLA Convention, San Francisco, December 28, 1987

Organized and participated in a Special Session, "Rehistoricizing Herbert," at the MLA Convention, San Francisco, December 29, 1987

"'Subject to Ev'ry Mounters Bended Knee': Herbert and Authority," presented to the Department of English, Wayne State University, January 29, 1987

"'The Mysteries of Manners, Armes, and Arts': 'Inviting a Friend to Supper' and 'To Penshurst,'" presented to "'The Muses Common-Weale': A Conference on Poetry and Politics in the Earlier Seventeenth Century," the Seventh Biennial Renaissance Conference at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, October 17-18, 1986

"Courtesy and Courtship in The Faerie Queene," delivered to the 90th Annual Meeting of the Michigan Academy of Science, Arts, and Letters at Central Michigan University in Mount Pleasant, Michigan, March 14-15, 1986

"'My Best Civility and Courtship': John Donne and the Art of Supplication," delivered to the First Annual Conference of the John Donne Society at the Gulfpark Campus of the University of Southern Mississippi, Gulfport, Mississippi, February 20-23, 1986

"Standing on Ceremony: The Comedy of Manners in Herbert's 'Love (III),'" delivered to "`Bright Shootes of Everlastingnesse`: The Seventeenth-Century Religious Lyric," the Sixth Biennial Renaissance Conference at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, October 20-22, 1984

"'Respective Boldnesse': Deference and Authority in Herbert's Poetry," delivered to the Central Renaissance Conference at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln, March 8-10, 1984

"Submission and Assertion: The 'Double Motion' of Herbert's 'Dedication,'" delivered to the Sixth Annual LeMoyne Forum on Religion and Literature, Syracuse, New York, October 21-23, 1983

TEACHING INTERESTS

-Academic Writing and Literature (English 124)

-Shakespeare and Introductory Composition (English 167)
-Argumentative Writing (English 225)
-Introduction to Poetry (English 240)

- The Art of Love: Lessons from Renaissance Poetry (English 292)
-The Seventeenth-Century Lyric (English 314)
-Literature and Medicine (English 317)
- Medieval and Renaissance Survey (English 350)
-Shakespeare (English 367)
-Honors Survey: Renaissance English Literature (English 392)
-Renaissance Literature and Society (English 417)
-Renaissance Poetry (English 417)
-Self and Sexuality in the Renaissance (English/Humanities 457) 
- Milton (English 469)
-Research and Thesis Writing for Honors Students (English 496)

-MEMS 496: Research and Thesis Writing
-Introduction to Graduate Study (English 520)
-Forms of Passion: The Early Modern Lyric (English 540)
-Making Sense of Sensation (English 540)
-The Poetry of Sensation (English 635)
- Renaissance Selves (English 641)
-Literature and Culture of the English Renaissance (English 642)
-Renaissance Pleasures and Pains (English 642)
-Power and Sexuality in the English Renaissance (English 642)
-Poetic Form and Cultural Crisis in Seventeenth-Century England (English 642)
-Gender and Conduct in Early Modern England (English 741-42)
-The Physiology of Interiority in Early Modern England (English 841)
–Passionate Forms: The Renaissance Lyric (English 841)
-Renaissance Desire (English 842)
-Renaissance Passions (English 842)

 -Milton (English 862)


SERVICE
University of Michigan
   Graduate Admissions, 2022-3

   Chair, Third-term review committee, Department of English (2020, 2021, 2023)
   
Chair, Graduate Admissions, Department of English (2019-20)
   
Fulbright Committee, 2019-20
LSA Executive Committee, 2016-19

Chair, Department of English 2010-15

LSA Dean’s Search Advisory Committee (2012-13)

Executive Committee, Department of English (2008, 2019)

Provost’s Advisory Committee on Chair Orientation (2008-9)

Associate Dean for the Humanities, College of LSA, University of Michigan (2004-2008)
Steering Committee, Frankel Institute, University of Michigan (2004-8)

Director, Program in Medieval and Early Modern Studies (1999-2004)

Executive Board, Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies (2002-2004)

Advisory Board, Historical Center for the Health Sciences (2002-09)

Advisory Board, Values and Society Program of the Life Sciences Initiative (2002-04)

University Musical Society Theater Committee (2002-08)

Rackham Divisional Board, Division IV (2001-02)

Steering Committee, Center for European Studies (2001-04)

Faculty Advisor, Early Modern Colloquium (2001-02, 2014-present)

Promotion Committees (1992, 1994, 1997, 1999, 2000-02)

Graduate Admissions, Department of English, 2001, 2002, 2003

Nominating Committee, LS & A (1999-2000) 

Committee to review University of Michigan Press, 2000

Executive Committee, Michigan Institute for the Humanities (1996-00)

Executive Committee, LS & A Honors (1996-97)

Executive Committee, Department of English (1987-89, 1991-93, 1995-96, 1997, 1998-99)

Eighteenth-Century Hiring Committee, Department of English (1995-96)

Honors Committee, Department of English (1995-96, 1996-97, 1999-2000)

Director, English Honors (1997)

Graduate Committee (1996-97, 2002)

Associate Chair, Department of English (1991-1994)

Acting Chair, Department of English (summers, 1992, 1993)

Chair, Committee on Scholarly and Creative Activities, Department of English (1992-94)

Director, Graduate Student Placement, Department of English (1992-94, 1998-2000)

Evaluator of applications to the Office of the Vice President for Research (1993)

Evaluator of applications to Michigan Society of Fellows (1989, 1993, 2001)

Rackham Dissertation Grant Committee (1988)

Salary Committee, Department of English (1987-88, 1989-90, 1991-92, 1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 2003-2004)

Curriculum Committee, Department of English (1986-87)
Concentration Counseling, Department of English (1985-86)

Service to the Profession

Advisory Board, Oxford University Press edition of George Herbert’s Complete Works, 2020-

External Reviewer for the Department of English, University of Arizona, 2019

External Reviewer for the Department of English, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2014

Executive Committee, Associated Departments of English, MLA, 2014-18

External Reviewer for the University of Windsor, 2012

Advisory Committee, PMLA, 2005-08

Referee for Presses: Oxford University Press, Harvard University Press, Northwestern University Press, Fordham University Press, Bucknell University Press, Cambridge University Press, University of Chicago Press, Cornell University Press, University of Delaware Press, Kent State University Press, Macmillan, Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies, University of Michigan Press, University of Missouri Press, University of Pennsylvania Press, Stanford University Press, University Microfilms International, Wayne State University Press, University of California Press, Oxford University Press, Blackwell, Ashgate, Palgrave, University of Illinois
Referee for journals: Review of English Studies, Huntington Library Quarterly, Religion and Literature, PMLA, Feminist Studies, Journal of British Studies, Renaissance Quarterly, South Central Review, Journal of Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Journal of Early Modern Cultural Studies, Mosaic, Prose Studies, Studies in English Literature, Spenser Studies, Modern Philology, Shakespeare Quarterly
Referee for The Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO, the Dutch Research Council), Fall 2017
Referee for the Killam Research Fellowship Application, Canada Council for the Arts, 2002, 2003

Judge, Wayne State University's Tompkins/Bruenton Writing Competition, Essays and Drama, 1999
Judge, Early English Books Online Essay Contest (2003)
Academic Advisory Board, Early English Books Online (2003-present)
Evaluator, ACLS Fellowship Program, 1999-2000, 2000-2001, 2001-2002

Evaluator of proposals in Elementary and Secondary Education in the Humanities for the National Endowment for the Humanities, 1994

Evaluator of promotion cases: University of Oregon (2023); Brown University (2022); Tulane University (2021); Harvard University (2019), Cambridge University (2019), Scripps College, Arizona State University, Rice University, Southern Illinois University, University of Iowa, Northwestern University, University of Pennsylvania, University of Tennessee, George Washington University, Columbia University, Cambridge University, Oakland University, Tulane University, Tufts University, University of California at Los Angeles, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, University of North Carolina at Charlotte, East Carolina University, Susquehanna University, Yale University, Brandeis University, Pennsylvania State University, University of California at Berkeley, Duke University, University of Aberdeen, University of Sussex, Oakland University, University of Arizona, University of Minnesota, Cambridge University, University of Missouri-Columbia, University of Toronto, Nipissing University – Canada, St. Francis Xavier – Canada, Middlebury College, City University of New York 
Planning Committee, George Herbert Society, 2018-2021

Executive Committee, John Donne Society, 2019-22

First Vice-President, John Donne Society, 2020-23
Evaluator of applications for the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, 1997, 2001

Evaluator of Short-Term Resident Fellowship Applications for the Newberry Library, 1992, 1995
External Examiner for a Ph.D. thesis at Cambridge University, 2022

External Examiner for Ph.D. thesis at University of Geneva, 2020

External Examiner for a Ph.D. thesis at York University, UK, 2018
External Examiner for a Ph.D. thesis at Pennsylvania State University, December 2000

External Examiner for a Ph.D. thesis at the University of Toronto, March 2000

External Examiner for a Ph.D. thesis at the University of Toronto, January, 1999

External Examiner for a Ph.D. thesis at the University of Western Ontario, September, 1995

Executive Committee of the International Spenser Society, 1997-1999

Steering Committee, "Faultlines in Renaissance Studies," the Fourteenth Biennial Renaissance Conference at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, October 13-14, 2000

Steering Committee, "Literary Circles in Renaissance England," the Thirteenth Biennial Renaissance Conference at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, October 15-17, 1998

Steering Committee, "The Literature of the English Civil War," the Twelfth Biennial Renaissance Conference at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, October 7-8, 1996

Steering Committee, "Representing Women in Renaissance England," the Eleventh Biennial Renaissance Conference at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, October 7-8, 1994

Steering Committee, "The Wit of Seventeenth-Century Poetry," the Tenth Biennial Renaissance Conference at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, October 16-17, 1992

Steering Committee, "Discourses of Desire: Sexuality in Renaissance Non-Dramatic Literature," the Ninth Biennial Renaissance Conference at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, October 19-20, 1990
Program Committee, Seventh International Milton Symposium, June 2002
Dissertations Directed or Co-directed
Tyler Dunston (in process), David Williams (in process), Laurel Billings (in process), Lindsey Wedow, Margo Kolenda, Dawn Kaczmar, Cecilia Morales, Amrita Dhar, Kyle Grady, John Paul Hampstead, Cordelia Zukerman , Angela Heetderks, Leila Watkins, Andrew Bozio, Rebecca Wiseman, Ori Weisberg, Jonathan Smith, Kentston Baumann, Aaron McCollough, Angela Balla, Amanda Watson, Su Fang Ng, Marcy North, Gina Hausknecht, Joy Ochs, Stephen Whitworth, Debora Montuori
Dissertation Committees in the Department of English

Charisse Willis, Emily Shearer, Katie Brokaw, Amy Rodgers, David Lavinsky, Ari Friedlander , Sabiha Ahmad, Marjorie Rubright, Laura Ambrose, Gavin Hollis, Jennie Evenson, Tobias Gregory, Kenneth Hodges, Ashby Kinch, Elizabeth Allen, Jay Curlin, Mark Randolph
Dissertation Committees outside the Department of English

Cassie Miura, (Comparative Literature), Julia Perlman (Art History), William West (Comparative Literature), Valerie Yoshimura (Romance Languages) 


