
  

  
  

Appendix   A   

  
January   12,   2022   

  
To   our   LGBTQ+   friends   and   the   U-M   community   at   large,     

  
We   at   LSA   Student   Government   are   in   mourning   because   of   the   recent   passing   of    Jim   Toy ,   one   of   the   
founders   of   the   Spectrum   Center   (originally   called   the   Human   Sexuality   Office)   at   the   University   of   
Michigan   in   Ann   Arbor.   The   Spectrum   Center,   founded   in   1971,   was   the   first   higher   educational   center   for   
LGBTQ+   people   not   only   in   the   United   States   but   was   also   the   first   of   its   kind   in   the   world.   Jim   Toy   had   a   
long   and   prolific   career    in   public   service   having   worked   as   a   social   worker,   prominent   LGBTQ+   activist,   
and   a   distinguished   member   of   the   Ann   Arbor   City   Council.   As   a   council   member   he   successfully   passed   
the    first   official   Pride   Week   declaration    ever   issued   by   a   governing   body,   a   legacy   which   is   now   honored   
with   the   annual   Ann   Arbor   Pride   Festival.   

  
We   are   proud   to   have   a   UofM   alum   and   Ann   Arbor   community   member   enshrined   in   the   history   of   the   
LGBTQ+   struggle   for   justice   equality.   Jim   was   a   founding   member   of   both   the   Ann   Arbor   and   Detroit   
chapters   of   the    Gay   Liberation   Front .   He   worked   tirelessly,   although   unsuccessfully,   to   lobby   the   Michigan   
House   of   Representatives   to   pass   an   expansion   to   the   Elliott-Larsen   Act   that   would   have   expanded   the   
rights   of   all   LGBTQ+   residents   of   the   state   of   Michigan.   Jim   also   notably   took   a   strong   stance   against   the   
Vietnam   War   in   a    famous   1970   speech    in   Detroit,   where   he   is   widely   believed   to   have   become   the   first   
Michigander   to   publicly   come   out   as   gay.   In   1989,   as   both   the   AIDS   pandemic   and   global   hysteria   
disproportionately   affected   LGBTQ+   people,   Jim   Toy   stepped   up   as   the    first   co-coordinator   of   HIV/AIDS   
education    for   the   Episcopal   Diocese.   

  
Jim,   who   was   Chinese-American,   stands   alongside   other   trailblazing   LGBTQ+   activists   who   were   Black   
and   Indigenous   People   of   Color   (BIPOC)   like    Marsha   P.   Johnson    and    Sylvia   Rivera .   His   intersectional   
identities   being   Gay   and   Chinese   pivoted   the   LGBTQ+   movement   to   discuss   important   topics   on   how   
Race/Ethnicity   and   Sexuallity   intersect.   In   an   2015    NBC   interview    Jim   said   of   his   identity:   

  
“ That   said,   my   "identity"   is   a   tapestry   of   many   threads--race   and   ethnicity,   color,   class,   
gender   identity,   sexual   orientation,   ability/disability,   appearance,   age,   religious   belief,   
political   belief,   etc.   If   one   of   the   threads   is   plucked,   the   whole   fabric   is   bound   to   move.”     

  
Although   we   receive   the   news   of   Jim   Toy’s   passing   with   great   sadness,   we   must   also   take   this   moment   to   
educate   ourselves   about   his   inspiring   work   and   commit   ourselves   to   furthering   it.    In   recent   years,   the   
visibility   of   LGBTQ+   people   has   been   more   prominent   on   the   global   stage,   but   it   is   imperative   to   
understand   that   there   is   still   much   progress   to   be   made.   

  
  
  
  
  

https://spectrumcenter.umich.edu/article/jim-toy-one-spectrum-centers-founders-dies-91
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2022/01/03/jim-toy-remembered-pioneer-lgbtq-activist-michigan-over-five-decades/9075056002/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2022/01/03/jim-toy-remembered-pioneer-lgbtq-activist-michigan-over-five-decades/9075056002/
https://pridesource.com/article/shockwaves-from-stonewall-revisiting-gay-liberation-in-michigan/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/michigans-first-publicly-out-citizen-still-fighting-lgbtq-rights-n369701
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2022/01/03/jim-toy-remembered-pioneer-lgbtq-activist-michigan-over-five-decades/9075056002/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2022/01/03/jim-toy-remembered-pioneer-lgbtq-activist-michigan-over-five-decades/9075056002/
https://www.si.edu/stories/marsha-johnson-sylvia-rivera-and-history-pride-month
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/sylvia-rivera
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/michigans-first-publicly-out-citizen-still-fighting-lgbtq-rights-n369701


  

In   Solidarity,     
  

Brandon   De   Martínez,   Chair   of   the   Diversity   Affairs   Committee   LSA   SG     
Zackariah   Farah,   Vice   President   of   LSA   SG     
LSA   Student   Government   Assembly   


