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Appendix   B   

  
December   13,   2021   
To   our   Muslim   friends   and   the   U-M   community   at   large,     
  

We,   as   members   of   LSA   Student   Government,   are   appalled   by   recent    acts   of   vandalism   committed   in   the   
prayer   room   at   Arizona   State   University .   The   desecration   of   the   Islamic   holy   book,   the   Quran,   as   well   as   
considerable   damage   to   the   prayer   space   stand   out   as   abhorrent   acts   of   defilement   and   dishonor.   We   
recognize   that   such   attacks   on   religious   items   and   spaces   are   utilized   as   a   tool   to   incite   fear   of   physical   
harm   amongst   marginalized   communities.   We   stand   committed   in   our   goal   to   foster   a   diverse,   inclusive,   
and   equitable   environment   at   the   College   of   Literature,   Science,   and   the   Arts,   as   well   as   the   wider   
university   community.   In   that   vein,   we   unequivocally   condemn   such   actions   of   vandalism   and   affirm   our   
support   and   solidarity   with   clubs,   organizations,   and   groups   committed   to   providing   safe   spaces   for   
minority   communities   and   people   of   faith   to   practice   customs   and   worship   freely.     
  

On   our   own   campus,   we   are   dedicated   to   combating   all   acts   of   racism,   prejudice,   and   actions   rooted   in   
fear-mongering,   hatred,   and   bigotry,   such   as   this   recent   Islamophobic   attack.   Islamophobia   has   a   long   and   
wide   ranging   history   in   this   country   and   at   U-M,   ranging   from   anti-Muslim   grafitti   and   slurs   to   physical   
threats;   this   attack   is   not   a   new   development   but   rather   part   of   a   larger   pattern   of   the   systematic   
vilification   of   Muslims,   particularly   women   donning   a    hijab ,   and    assaults   on   mosques .   We   further   
recognize   that    Islamophobic   sentiments   have   been   weaponized   as   a   tool   to   discredit   Muslim   activists,   
speakers,   organizations,   and   thinkers .     
  

Thus,   we   are   resolved   to   stand   in   solidarity   with   initiatives   dedicated   to    curbing   the   rise   in   Islamophobia .   
We   hope   to   see   the   University   take   further   action   in   addressing   the   concerns   of   the   entire   student   body,   
particularly   marginalized   and   minority   groups.    Further   action   on   expanding   existing   prayer   spaces   and   
reflection   rooms   for   people   of   faith   is   vital   to   a   more   equitable   environment   on   campus.     
  

We   urge   students   to   email   local   representatives   and   spread   the   word   about   bill   H.R.5665   to   establish   an   
Office   to   Monitor   and   Combat   Islamophobia.     
  

In   Solidarity,     
Bilal   Irfan,   LSA   SG   Vice   Chair   of   Diversity   Affairs   
Maria   Wajahat,   LSA   SG   Vice   Chair   of   Health   Affairs     
Tyler   R.   Watt,   LSA   SG   President   
Muslim   Students’   Association   
LSA   Student   Government   

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-education/2021/12/09/torn-burned-quran-asu-library-sparks-investigation/6448283001/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-education/2021/12/09/torn-burned-quran-asu-library-sparks-investigation/6448283001/
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2021/12/7/2067824/--We-just-don-t-feel-safe-Woman-sets-fire-to-New-Mexico-s-oldest-and-largest-Islamic-Center
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/1/ilhan-omar-plays-death-threat-after-islamophobic-comments
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/1/ilhan-omar-plays-death-threat-after-islamophobic-comments
https://www.cartercenter.org/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/countering-isis/cr-countering-the-islamophobia-industry.pdf

