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The University of Michigan Department of Psychology is ranked in the top three departments in the nation, and this

prestigious ranking is due to the high quality of our students and faculty. With our long history of engaging the best

and brightest in our field, we will continue to create the future research directions that characterize the discipline. The

strong research environment in psychology provides a solid foundation for our educational mission at both the

undergraduate and graduate levels.

The Department of Psychology encompasses a wide variety of academic and research activities that involve students in

hands-on research opportunities to foster critical thinking and intellectual growth. Students gain strong competence

in organizing, interpreting, and communicating effectively—skills that are universally applicable in today’s economy.

Graduate students are well prepared for careers in both academic and applied settings, for positions in colleges and

universities, governmental agencies, research organizations, clinics, schools, and corporate settings.

The department is committed to providing these opportunities by:

Creating new, fundamental knowledge about the mind

Teaching innovative courses and engaging undergraduates in our research and service activities

Maintaining our record of outstanding graduate training to produce leading scholars

Conducting technically and theoretically first-rate scholarship at the cutting-edge of science

Fostering interdisciplinary research as a special part of the Michigan intellectual climate

Creating new scientific knowledge, engaging students in research, and training tomorrow's leading researchers



"The insight on a future as a

psychology student,

researcher, and in the

workplace was extremely

bene�icial. Being a �irst-

generation college student,

I lacked the resources and

knowledge about graduate

school and how I need to

prepare for it, but this

program showed me

realistic expectations."

— Students Tackling

Advanced Research (STAR)

Scholars Program

participant

To strengthen our position as one of the top departments in the nation, we

must continue to build on our exceptional offerings. Our outstanding

undergraduate and graduate programs, wide variety of courses, and premier

faculty illustrate the extraordinary range of our department, and we need to

support faculty research in order to continue to retain and recruit the very best.

Also we need support to recruit the brightest graduate students and to increase

the variety of engaged learning experiences we offer to undergraduate students

in order to further develop and enrich the Department’s remarkable programs.

Expendable, undesignated gifts from $10,000 to $50,000 are extraordinarily

important to the continuing success and growth of the department.

Contributions to the strategic fund make it possible to enhance the research

and training of our undergraduate and graduate students, and to recruit,

retain, and support our exceptional faculty. The strategic fund also provides

resources for newly emerging and focused initiatives, including our effort to

recognize the vital role of faculty mentorship in our students’ educational

experiences. Overall, this fund is an excellent way to make an investment in the

future of the psychology department.

Graduate students are integral to maintaining the top standing of the

Department of Psychology. They are the faculty of tomorrow and play a vital

role in the completion of innovative research at U-M. They enhance the

undergraduate experience by working closely with students in the classroom

and in the laboratory. Named Graduate Student Fellowships of $1M endowed

will foster dissertation work and prepare these students to do cutting-edge

research and to become highly effective teachers. Endowed graduate

fellowships provide us with an opportunity to enhance our contribution to the

field and our reputation as one of the top psychology departments in the world

by providing more students with greater access to a Michigan education. These

graduate students will go on to become the future leaders in the field.
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Well over 500 Psychology undergraduate students engage in research projects with faculty every year and many report

that doing research was one of the most valuable experiences during their undergraduate years. Contributions to the

Undergraduate Student Research Fund will help cover summer internships, research supplies, travel to research sites,

attendance at scientific meetings, scientific poster and publication costs and other costs associated with cutting-edge

research. Gifts have a real impact on the opportunities for scientific discovery that we can offer to our undergraduate

students. With generous support from donors, more psychology students build their research skills and improve their

readiness for competitive graduate programs, jobs in industry, and other professional career paths.

WAY S  T O  F U N D  Y O U R  G I F T

Your gifts of cash, pledges, or appreciated securities change lives. Wills, estate, and planned gifts allow you to create a

lasting legacy that will enable the best and brightest minds to experience a liberal arts education, solve problems in a

changing world, and yield ideas and innovations that will make a difference in Michigan and around the globe.
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