
Yi-Li Wu 2203 Lane Hall 

University of Michigan 

Ann Arbor, MI  48109 

yiliwu@umich.edu 

 

EDUCATION             

Yale University 

 Ph.D., History, 1998.   

 M.A., International Relations, 1992.   

 

University of California, Berkeley 

 B.A., Political Science, May 1986.   

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE                             

9/2019-

present 

 

 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

 Department of Women’s Studies and Department of History (Associate 

Professor, 2019-present) 

 

8/2011 –  

9/2019   

 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

 Department of Asian Languages and Cultures (Visiting scholar, 2011-13) 

 Lieberthal-Rogel Center for Chinese Studies (Center Associate, 2011-19) 

 

8/2012 – 

7/2015 

University of Westminster, London, UK        

 EASTmedicine, Faculty of Science and Technology (Research Fellow, 

Wellcome Trust funded project on “Beyond Tradition: Ways of Knowing and 

Styles of Practice in East Asian Medicines”) 

 

8/1998 – 

8/2011 

Albion College, Albion, MI  

 Department of History (Assistant Professor, 1998-2004, Associate Professor, 

2004-11) 

 

2/1987 –

5/1990 

Kroll Associates, Inc.,  San Francisco, CA, and New York, NY (Senior 

Associate)  

 

6-12/1986 Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Washington, DC (Intern)  

 

HONORS, AWARDS & GRANTS           

o Margaret W. Rossiter Book Prize, History of Science Society, 2011 (for Reproducing Women) 

o Research Residency, Institute for Historical Studies, University of Michigan 

o National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship  

o Hewlett-Mellon Fund for Faculty Development, Albion College  

o East Asian Studies Prize Fellowship, Yale University (1995-1997) 

o Committee on Scholarly Communication with China Fellowship (1994-95) 

o Arthur F. Wright Fellowship in Chinese History, Yale University (1992-95) 

o Yale University Fellowship (1990-92) 

o Phi Beta Kappa, University of California (1986) 

 

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS         

Monographs In progress. The Injured Body: A Social History of Medicine for Wounds in Late 

Imperial China (under review, Berghahn Books). 

2010. Reproducing Women:  Medicine, Metaphor and Childbirth in Late Imperial 

China.  University of California Press.   

 

mailto:yiliwu@umich.edu
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Edited 

volumes 

Proposed. Suman Seth and Yi-Li Wu, eds.  The Eighteenth Century in Lauren Kassell, 

general editor, The Cambridge History of Medicine. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

 

 

Book 

chapters 

 

In progress. “Health and Healing in China, 1400-1800.” In Robert Peckham, ed., 

Cambridge History of Health in Modern Asia. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 

Forthcoming. “Gynecology and obstetrics from antiquity to the present”. In Vivienne 

Lo and Michael Stanley-Baker, eds. The Routledge Handbook of Chinese 

Medicine. London: Routledge  (Final manuscript submitted November 2016). 

2019. “Reproduction.”  In Howard Chiang, ed., The Making of the Human Sciences in 

China: Historical and Conceptual Foundations, 101-123. Leiden: Brill. 

2018. “The Gendered Medical Iconography of the Golden Mirror, Yuzuan Yizong 

Jinjian, 1742.” In Vivienne Lo and Penelope Barrett, eds., Imagining Chinese 

Medicine, 111-132. Leiden: Brill.    

2015. “Bodily knowledge and Western learning in late imperial China: The case of 

Wang Shixiong (1808-68).” In Howard Chiang, ed., Historical Epistemology and 

the Making of Modern Chinese Medicine, 80-112. Manchester: University of 

Manchester Press. 

2014.  Co-authored with Tina Phillips Johnson. “Maternal and child health in the 19th 

and 20th centuries.”  In Bridie Andrews and Mary Bullock, eds., Medical 

Transitions in Twentieth Century China, 51-58. Bloomington and Indianapolis: 

Indiana University Press. 

2012. “The Qing period.” In TJ Hinrichs and Linda L. Barnes, eds., Chinese Medicine 

and Healing: An Illustrated History, 160-207.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press. 

  

 

Peer-

reviewed 

articles  

2016.  “The menstruating womb:  A cross-cultural analysis of medical gender in Hŏ 

Chun’s Precious Mirror of Eastern Medicine (1613)” Asian Medicine:  Tradition 

and Modernity 11: 21-60. 

2016. “A trauma doctor’s practice in nineteenth century China: The medical cases of 

Hu Tingguang.”  Social History of Medicine (advance access on-line, August 26; 

published in hard copy as vol. 30, no. 2 [May 2017]:299–322).  

doi:10.1093/shm/hkw075. 

2015. “Between the living and the dead: Traumatic injuries and forensic medicine in 

the mid-Qing.” Frontiers of History in China, 10.1(March):38-73.  

2011. “Body, gender, and disease: The female breast in late imperial Chinese 

medicine.” Late Imperial China, 32.1(June):83-128. 

2009. “The gendered medical iconography of The Golden Mirror.” Asian Medicine: 

Tradition and Modernity (Brill) 4.2:452-491. 

2002. “Ghost fetuses, false pregnancies, and the parameters of medical uncertainty in 

classical Chinese gynecology.” Nan Nü:  Men, Women, and Gender in Early and 

Imperial China, 4.2:170-206. Chinese translation published in Li Zhende, ed. 

Xingbie, shenti yu yiliao (Gender, body, and medicine). Taipei: Lianjing chuban 

shiye gufen youxian gongsi, 2008 Deng Xiaonan, Wang Zheng, You Jianmin, 

eds. Zhongguo funü shi duben (A reader on Chinese women’s history). Beijing: 

Beijing Daxue chubanshe, 2011. 

2000. “The Bamboo Grove Monastery and popular gynecology in Qing China.” Late 

Imperial China 21.1(June): 41-76. 
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Book reviews 2015. Marta E. Hanson, Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine:  Disease and 

the Geographic Imagination in Late Imperial China (Abingdon, Oxon: 

Routledge, 2011), East Asian Science, Technology, and Medicine 38(13/14):125-

32. 

2015. Michelle T. King, Between Birth and Death:  Female Infanticide in Nineteenth-

Century China (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2014), Frontiers of History 

in China 10.1 (March). 

2012. Lee Jen-der, Nüren de zhongguo yiliao shi: Han Tang zhi jian de jiankang 

zhaogu yu xingbie (A woman’s history of Chinese medicine and healing:  Health 

care and gender in the Han to Tang dynasties), (Taipei:  Sanmin shuju, 2008), 

East Asian Science, Technology, and Society 6:577-580. 

2011. Angela Ki Che Leung, Leprosy in China: A History (New York: Columbia 

University Press, 2009), Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 71.1 (June): 220-

227. 

2009. Charlotte Furth, Judith T. Zeitlin, and Ping-chen Hsiung, eds. Thinking with 

Cases: Specialist Knowledge in Chinese Cultural History (Honolulu: University 

of Hawai'i Press, 2007), China Review International 16.2:176-179 

2009. Volker Scheid, Currents of Tradition in Chinese Medicine, 1626-2006 (Seattle:  

Eastland Press, 2007), Bulletin of the History of Medicine 83.1:200-01. 

2008. Jing-Bao Nie, Behind the Silence:  Chinese Voices on Abortion (Lanham, MD: 

Rowman and Littlefield, 2005), Bulletin of the History of Medicine 82.3:764-65. 

2008. Vivienne Lo and Christopher Cullen, eds., Medieval Chinese Medicine:  The 

Dunhuang Medical Manuscripts (London: RoutledgeCurzon, 2005), Bulletin of 

the History of Medicine 82.2:433-34. 

2007. Angela Ki Che Leung, ed., Medicine for Women in Imperial China (Leiden: 

Brill, 2006), Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences 62.3:357-59.  

2007. Linda L. Barnes, Needles, Herbs, Gods and Ghosts:  China, Healing, and the 

West to 1848 (Harvard University Press, 2005), Bulletin of the History of 

Medicine 81.2:449-50. 

2006. Paul U. Unschuld, Huang Di Nei Jing Su Wen: Nature, Knowledge, Imagery in 

an Ancient Chinese Medical Text, (Berkeley:  University of California Press, 

2003), ISIS 97:150-51. 

2005. Joanna Grant, A Chinese Physician:  Wang Ji and the “Stone Mountain 

Medical Case Histories” (London: RoutledgeCurzon, 2003), Journal of Asian 

Studies 64.2 (May):442-43.  

2004. Elisabeth Hsu, ed., Innovation in Chinese Medicine (Cambridge, U.K.: 

Cambridge University Press, 2001), Journal of Interdisciplinary History 35.1 

(Summer):177-79. 

2001. Joseph Schneider and Wang Laihua, Giving Care, Writing Self: A “New” 

Ethnography (New York:  Peter Lane Publishing, Inc, 2000).  Journal of Asian 

Studies 60.4 (November):1172-74. 

2000. Charlotte Furth, A Flourishing Yin (Berkeley: University of California Press, 

1999), Journal of Asian Studies 59.2 (May):403-405.  

 

 

Invited 

seminars & 

lectures (last 

five years) 

 

2020. “Military injuries in the history of Chinese medicine and surgery.” Department 

of History, Johns Hopkins University, April [Pending rescheduling due to 

COVID-19]. 

2017. “‘Rectifying the Body’ or ‘Rectifying the Bones’?  Styles of practice in the 

history of Chinese trauma medicine” and “Historical perspectives on Chinese 

medical bodies (Part 2):  Morphology, ailment, and therapy in eighteenth and 
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nineteenth medicine.”  TCM Kongress (sponsored by of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft 

für Klassische Akupunktur und TCM e. V.]), Rothenburg ob der Tauber, 

Germany, May 23-27. 

2015. “Beyond ‘ancient wisdom’:  The history and development of classical Chinese 

approaches to women’s reproductive health.” Lecture presented at “Creating a 

Space for Wellness:  Integrative Health in Primary Care,” sponsored by the 

Michigan Academy of Family Physicians and University of Michigan Health 

System Family Medicine, March 19 

2015. “Corporal punishment and medicine in late imperial China: Flogging wounds in 

the case records of Xue Ji 薛己(1487-1559).” Presented to York University 

Critical China Studies Reading Group, Toronto, ON, February 13. 

2015.  “How did Chinese gynecology become Korean?  A comparative case study of 

“women’s” diseases in Heo Jun’s Precious Mirror of Eastern Medicine (Dongui 

bogam, 1613).” Presented at the “East Asian Knowledge Production” lecture 

series, York University Centre for Asian Research, Toronto, ON, February 12.  

 

 

Invited 

workshop & 

conference 

papers (last 

five years) 

2020. “Bonesetters and their patients in late imperial China,” paper prepared for 

conference on “Clinical Practice and Drug Markets and Trade in Chinese 

Medicine”, Tel Aviv University, May 24-26. [Cancelled due to COVID-19]. 

2019. “‘Sifa yuan xing bing zheng’ zai zhongyi shangke fazhan shi de yingxiang” 

(The influence of ‘juridico-genic’ maladies on the development of Chinese 

traumatology). Paper for “Dong si xiangyu yu jindai Zhongyi” (Mutual 

encounters of East and West in the early modern history of Chinese medicine) 東

西相遇與近代中醫.” Beijing University, April 9. 

2019. “Bricolage, intertextuality, and medical expertise in Qing medical literature:  

The case of Hu Tingguang胡廷光,  Shangke huizuan 傷科彙纂 (A Compilation 

of Teachings on Traumatology, 1815).” Paper for “International Colloquium on 

Antiquarian Medical Texts,Traditional Medical Knowledge, and Their Digital 

Archiving,” Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan, March 27‐29. 

2018. “Blood, pus, and rot in Ming China:  The autobiographical injury narrative of 

Yang Jisheng(楊繼盛, 1516-1555).” Workshop paper for “The Burden of 

Superfluous Matters: Towards a Transcultural History of Bodily Wastes,” Karl 

Jaspers Centre for Advanced Transcultural Studies, University of Heidelberg, 

Germany, November 30-December 1.  

 2018. “Occupational hazards and therapeutic registers in Ming writings on the 

treatment of injuries and wounds.” Workshop paper for “Vernacular Medicine in 

Late Imperial and Republican China”” University of Hong Kong, 28-29 June.  

2018. “The learned lancet : Therapeutic strategies and healer-client dynamics in the 

medical cases of Xue Ji.” Workshop paper for “Practice in Chinese Medicine,” 

Tel Aviv University, 15-16 April. 

2017. "Bodily space and medical gender:  Conceptualizing the 'womb' and women's 

diseases in 16th century Korean and Chinese medicine." for "Spaces in the Asian 

Sphere," Tel Aviv University, 16-18 May. 

 

 

Contributed 

conference 

& workshop 

papers (last 

five years) 

2020. “Skulls, brains, and bones: the problem of traumatic head injuries in the history 

of Chinese medicine.” Panel on “Body Wholes, Body Parts: A Cultural History 

of the Body in Chinese Medicine.” International Congress on Traditional Asian 

Medicines X, May 1-5. [Postponed until 2021 due to COVID-19] 
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2019. “Outside blood, inside blood: Bleeding, bloodletting, and the body in the 

history of Chinese trauma medicine.” Panel on “Blood and Being Across Asian 

Medicines (China, India, Japan).”  Association for Asian Studies Annual 

Meeting, Denver, Colorado, March 21-24, 2019. 

2018. “A failure of healing or inevitable impairment? Views of injury and disability 

in Ming-Qing Chinese medicine.” Panel on “Disability in Early Modern East 

Asia,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting, Washington, DC. March 

22-25. 

2017. “Suturing cuts and generating flesh:  Manual and pharmacological approaches 

to wound treatment in China from the 7th to 19th centuries” International 

Congress on Traditional Asian Medicines IX, Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu 

Kiel, Germany, August 6-12. 

2016. “How to handle a woman? Gender and bonesetting in the cases of Hu 

Tingguang 胡廷光”. Roundtable, “Styles of Practice and Medical Diversity in 

the History of Healing in China,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting, 

Seattle, WA, March 31-April 3. 

 

 

Public 

outreach and 

pedagogy 

 

2018. “Cold wombs and cold semen: Explaining sonlessness in sixteenth-century 

China,” blog post for “The Recipes Project”, December 18. 

https://recipes.hypotheses.org/13758 

2017. “Pain, Poison, and Surgery in Fourteenth-Century China,” blog post for “The 

Recipes Project”, September 26. https://recipes.hypotheses.org/9936. 

2015. “Wrapped in Flesh: Views of the Body in East Asian Medicine,” blog post for 

“Circulating Now”, National Library of Medicine, December 3. 

https://circulatingnow.nlm.nih.gov/2015/12/03/wrapped-in-flesh-views-of-the-

body-in-east-asian-medicine/. 

2015.  Interviewee. “Media Focus: Precious Mirror of Eastern Medicine” (傳媒對焦: 

東醫寶鑑) Fairchild TV (新世代電視), Toronto, Canada. Air date May 1.  

Archived at 

http://fairchildtv.com/newsarchive_detail.php?n=28&topic=397&episode=760 

2014. “Understanding and Preventing Failed Pregnancies:  Perspectives from the 

History of Chinese Medicine for Women,” Medigogy webinar, September 16. 

Archived at www.medigogy.com/archives 

2007. Interviewee, “Chinese medicine.” Directed by Sharon Wood and produced by 

Lucasfilm. Documentary short for distribution in The Young Indiana Jones, 

Volume One: The Early Years.  DVD edition. 

2005. “On successful childbirth:  A popular medical manual from 18th century 

China,” in China Mirror, Center for Chinese Studies, University of Michigan, 

Ann Arbor. Web-based curricular module. 

 

 

COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS           

o Co-organizer, “Chinese Medicine and Healing: Translating Practice,” (with TJ Hinrichs, Cornell 

University, and Bridie Andrews, Bentley University).  International workshop at Cornell 

University, June 15-18, 2018.  Funded by Cornell University units (Jeffrey S.Lehman Fund for 

Scholarly Exchange with China, East Asia Program Translation Studies Initiative, and Cornell 

Humanities Council)  

o Co-organizer, “Comparative Perspectives on Body Materiality and Structure in Sinitic and East 

Asian Medicine” (with Leslie deVries and Miranda Brown). International workshop at the 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, October 2-4, 2015. Funded by the Wellcome Trust and by a 

https://recipes.hypotheses.org/13758
https://recipes.hypotheses.org/9936
https://circulatingnow.nlm.nih.gov/2015/12/03/wrapped-in-flesh-views-of-the-body-in-east-asian-medicine/
https://circulatingnow.nlm.nih.gov/2015/12/03/wrapped-in-flesh-views-of-the-body-in-east-asian-medicine/
http://fairchildtv.com/newsarchive_detail.php?n=28&topic=397&episode=760
http://www.medigogy.com/archives
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“Comparative Perspectives on Chinese Culture and Society” grant from the American Council of 

Learned Society/Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation  

o Co-organizer,  “Global and Cross-cultural Perspectives on Chinese Medicine”(with Miranda 

Brown, University of Michigan). Speaker series at the University of Michigan, 2012-13. 

o Co-organizer,  “Global Perspectives on the History of Chinese Legal Medicine” (with Miranda 

Brown and Jeffrey Jentzen, University of Michigan). International workshop at the University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor, October 20-23, 2011. Funded by a “Comparative Perspectives on Chinese 

Culture and Society” grant from the American Council of Learned Society/Chiang Ching-kuo 

Foundation.  

 

COURSES TAUGHT            

 

University of 

Michigan 

 

Undergraduate courses 

WS 432: Women, Gender, and Health in East Asia: Historical and Contemporary 

Perspectives 

Hist 204/Asian 204: East Asia: Early Transformations (to 1800) 

Hist 230: Health and Disease in Chinese History  

Hist 407/IntlSt 401: Transcultural and International Histories of Medicine, 

Disease and the Body 

 

Graduate courses 

WS 530: Feminist Theory 

HIST 802: Independent Study: “Historiography of Chinese Medicine” 

 

 

Albion College 

 

 

Undergraduate courses  

Hist 111:    East Asia: Cultures and Civilizations 

Hist 263:    History of Modern China  

Hist 264:    History of Modern Japan (until 2009) 

Hist 295:    Chinese Medicine, Past and Present 

Hist 365:    Women and Gender in East Asia  

Hist 382:    East Asian Environmental History 

Hist 402:    The History of Western Medicine 

HSP 155:   Great Issues in Social Sciences: Disease and Human Society   

LA 101:      Chinese Medicine in Cross-Cultural and Historical Perspective 

LA 101:      From Sony to “Star Wars”: E. Asian Influences on American Culture 

 

SIGNIFICANT SERVICE ASSIGNMENTS          

 

University of 

Michigan 
 Executive Committee, Institute for the Humanities (9/2020 - present) 

 UM President’s Committee on Ethics and Privacy for COVID-19 (4-6/2020) 

 Executive Committee, Women’s Studies Department (9/2019-present) 

 Joint Doctoral Program Committee, Women’s Studies Department (9/2019-

present) 

 

External 

institutions 

and 

organizations 

 China and Inner Asian Council, Association for Asian Studies (Member, 

2020-present) 

 Asian Medicine, (Senior Editor, 8/2017 – present) 

 Late Imperial China (Associate Editor, 4/2014 – present) 

 Journal of Asian Studies (Book review editor [China, Humanities], 8/2011-

10/2014). 

 


