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This study is an update to our report Evaluating Shared Prosperity in 
Southeast Michigan, 2012–2018

We examine how prosperity in the region has changed since before the 
pandemic

We classify households into four income groups using a standardized 
measure of income (three-person equivalent income adjusting for local 
cost of living)

We consider the distribution of prosperity by geography, racial and ethnic 
groups, educational attainment, and age

New this year, we also examine prosperity by disability status and housing 
tenure

About This Study

RSQE: May 2024

https://lsa.umich.edu/content/dam/econ-assets/Econdocs/RSQE%20PDFs/UMEvaluatingSharedProsperityInSoutheastMichigan20122018August2020.pdf
https://lsa.umich.edu/content/dam/econ-assets/Econdocs/RSQE%20PDFs/UMEvaluatingSharedProsperityInSoutheastMichigan20122018August2020.pdf
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Geographic Distribution of Prosperity in Southeast Michigan
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Distribution of Population by Household Income and Race/Ethnicity
Southeast Michigan, 2022
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Distribution of Population 25+ by Household Income and Education
Southeast Michigan, 2022
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Prosperity became more broadly shared in Southeast Michigan from 
2018 to 2022

Gains were noticeable for Hispanic and Non-Hispanic Black 
residents, especially children

Disabled residents experienced sharp gains in full-time employment

Southeast Michigan still suffers from holes in the distribution of 
prosperity, with large gaps across racial and ethnic groups

Education still matters. A bachelor’s degree or higher formal 
education remains the most reliable way to attain an upper-middle or 
higher-income standard of living

Concluding Thoughts
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