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EDUCATION

1971-77 University of Pennsylvania: M.A. Economic History 1972
Ph.D. Economic History 1977
Dissertation Title: Women's Labor Force Participation and the Growth of
Clerical Employment in the United States, 1870-1930

1963-67 University of Pittsburgh: A.B. History 1967

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT
2011- Intermittent Lecturer of Economics, University of Michigan

1981-2010  Associate Professor of Economics, Indiana University (now Emerita)
1975-1981 Assistant Professor of Economics and Women's Studies,

San Diego State University

1987-1990  Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research,

University of Michigan - Summer Program Faculty

Visiting positions: Tufts University (1979-80); Wellesley College (1980-81)

University of Pennsylvania (1989); Uppsala University (1998-99),
I’Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (2004-05)
University of Michigan (2008, 2009), Australian National University
(2017), Cambridge University (2017)

AWARDS, GRANTS AND HONORS

2019
2000
1998/99

1990
1982-83
1978
1977

1974-1975

Clio Can Award

Freshman Learning Project Fellowship

Fulbright Chair in North American Studies and Economic History
Uppsala University, Sweden

National Science Foundation grant for Cliometrics Conference

Eli Lilly Postdoctoral Teaching Fellowship

Allan Nevins Prize in American Economic History
(Dissertation prize awarded by the Economic History Assn.)

National Science Foundation Grant for Workshop on Careers for
Women in Science and Engineering

Woodrow Wilson Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship


mailto:rotella@umich.edu

PUBLICATIONS

Book

From Home to Office: U.S. Women at Work, 1870-1930. UMI Press, 1981.

Articles

“Urbanization, Sanitation, and Mortality in the Progressive Era, 1899-1929” (with Louis
P. Cain), in Standard of Living — Essays on Economics, History, and Religion in Honor of
John E. Murray edited by Patrick Gray, Joshua Hall, Ruth Herndon, Javier Silvestere
(Springer, 2022)

“Labor Policy and the Great Depression: An Economist’s Perspective” Indiana Law
Journal (87:1,2012)

“Epidemics, Demonstration Effects and Investment in Sanitation Capital by U.S. Cities in
the Early Twentieth Century” (with Louis Cain) in Quantitative Economic History: The
good of counting edited by Joshua Rosenbloom (Routledge, 2008) pp 34-53

“Pawnbroking and Personal Loan Markets” in Oxford Encyclopedia of Economic History
edited by Joel Mokyr (Oxford University Press, 2003) pp. 170-173

“Death and Spending: Urban Mortality and Municipal Expenditure on Sanitation” (with
Louis Cain) Annales de démographie historigue (2000-1) pp 139-154

“Women and the American Economy” in Sheila Ruth, ed. Issues in Feminism, Mayfield
Publishing Company, 1997, revised version 2001.

"The Savings of Ordinary Americans: The Philadelphia Saving Fund Society in the Mid-
Nineteenth Century" (with George Alter and Claudia Goldin) Journal of Economic
History 54 (2) 1994 pp.735-767

"Deaths and Sewers" (with Louis P. Cain) in ///inois Real Estate Letter Winter/Spring,
1993. pp. 10-11

"Working Class Debt in the Late Nineteenth Century U.S." (with George Alter)
Journal of Family History 18 (2) 1993. pp. 111-134.

"The Equal Rights Amendment -- Yes, But Whose?" in D. N. McCloskey, ed., Second
Thoughts: Myths and Morals of U.S. Economic History, (Oxford University Press, 1993)
pp. 70-75

"Clerical Occupations" entry in Women's Studies Encyclopedia (Greenwood Press, 1989)

Comment on "The Dynamics of Occupational Segregation by Gender: Bank Tellers
(1950-1980)" by Myra H. Strober and Carolyn L. Arnold in Clair Brown and Joseph
Pechman, editors, Gender in the Workplace, (Brookings Institution, 1987)



"Nuptiality and Fertility in LDC's", chapter 6 of Fertility Determinants in LDC's, Report
of the Futures Group, 1983.

"The Transformation of the American Office: Changes in Employment and
Technology." Journal of Economic History 41 (1), March, 1981.

"Women's Labor Force Participation and the Decline of the Family Economy in the
United States." Explorations in Economic History 17 (2) April, 1980.

POSITIONS WITHIN PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Editorial Board, Journal of Economic History, 1996-2000.
Editorial Board: Economic and Industrial Democracy: An International Journal, 1999-

Economic History Association: Liaison to SSHA, 2015-16; Trustee, 1998-2002
and 1989-1993; Chair of Program Committee, 1997; Committee on Governance,
1990-92; Nominating Committee, 1994, 1985; Committee on Research in
Economic History, 1983-85

Cliometrics Society: Selection Committee for ASSA sessions 2015-2017 (Chair
2016/7); Trustee 1988-92; Acting Secretary-Treasurer 1991; Conference
Organizer, 1991, 2015; ASSA session committee, 2014-16

Social Science History Association: Sharlin Book Prize Committee, 2015;
Executive Committee, 1987-89; Nominating Committee, chair 2001, member:
2004, 1990, 1984; Publications Committee, 1981-83; Program Committee, chair
1982, member 1981

TEACHING

Undergraduate courses (lower division): Introductory Microeconomics (Honors);
Introductory Microeconomics; Introductory Statistics; Economics for Educators

Undergraduate courses (upper division): Intermediate Microeconomic Theory; Women
and the Economy; U.S. Economic History; 20th Century U.S. Economic History;
Economics and Gender; Economics of Women, Men, Work and Family; Economics of
Population

Graduate: Economic History
Uppsala University: Graduate and undergraduate American Economic History

Special programs: Regression Analysis (for the Interuniversity Consortium for Political
and Social Research); Economic History for secondary teachers (for the Foundation for
Teaching Economics); Introductory Economics for secondary teachers (for the
Foundation for Teaching Economics)

Thesis and internship supervision for graduate and undergraduate students:
5 PhD dissertations (chair of committee)
16 PhD dissertations (member of committee)
12 Honors undergraduate theses and 3 undergraduate internships



OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
Referee for Explorations in Economic History, Social Science History, Journal of
American History, Journal of Economic History, Journal of Economic Education,
Journal of Women's History, Journal of Family History, Journal of Human
Resources, National Science Foundation, Bunting Institute, Woodrow Wilson
Foundation

MEMBERSHIPS
American Economics Association
Committee on the Status of Women in the Economics Profession
Economic History Association
Social Science History Association
Cliometrics Society
Population Association of America



