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Commencement 
C e r e m o n y 

T h e M i c h i g a n T h e a t e r 
F r i d a y , M a y 1 , 2 0 2 6 



PROCESSION OF FACULTY 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 
Professor Jan Van den Bulck, Department Chair 

RECOGNITION OF THE 2026 SENIOR THESIS STUDENTS 

RECOGNITION OF MICHIGAN COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA PROFESSIONALS 
SENIOR OFFICERS 

STUDENT SPEAKER 
Gabriel Paredes 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Kaitlin Urka 

RECOGNITION OF THE GRADUATES 

CLOSING REMARKS 

RECESSION OF FACULTY 

EVENT CONCLUDES 
Please join us for an outdoor reception immediately following 

in the the North Quad Courtyard 



KEYNOTE SPEAKERKEYNOTE SPEAKER

Kaitlin UrkaKaitlin Urka

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Kaitlin Urka

Kaitlin Urka is a 5-time Emmy Award winning producer for ESPN. 
Throughout her career she has helped broadcast some of 

television’s biggest events including Olympic Games, Super Bowls, 
Tours de France, Stanley Cups, and the Triple Crown. A native of 
Ludington, Michigan - Kaitlin graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 

degree from the University of Michigan. 



Student SpeakerStudent Speaker

Gabriel ParadesGabriel Parades

Student Speaker 
Gabriel Parades 

Gabriel Paredes (he/him) is a senior undergraduate in the Department of 
Communication and Media at the University of Michigan, an award-winning designer, 
and a researcher whose work sits at the intersection of race, queerness, and digital 

culture. 

As a member of the Bodies, Identities, Intimacies, and Technology (BIIT) Lab, Gabe 
studies how queer-of-color bodies are constructed, valued, and commodified in 

digital spaces; particularly how platforms like dating apps shape desirability, 
masculinity, and self-worth. This past year, his work has focused on a series of 

related projects: his honors thesis, advised by Dr. Apryl Williams, examines how 
Latino men experience Grindr and the role the platform plays in mediating identity 

and self-presentation; in collaboration with Dr. Kyla Brathwaite, he investigates 
racial stereotypes and fat stigma among queer men on dating apps; and most 
recently, he contributed to a partnership with the dating app Feeld to build 

Reflections—an in-app self-discovery tool helping users understand and articulate 
their desires, boundaries, and relationship styles. 

Gabe is also an experienced freelance designer who has led branding, user 
experience, and visual storytelling projects for Fortune 500 companies, politicians, 
nonprofits, and major cultural institutions. His work has appeared on Times Square 

billboards, in major news outlets, and on the social media accounts of U.S. 
Presidents. Following graduation, he will work at Goldman Sachs in New York as a 

Global Marketing Analyst. 



UNDERGRADUATE AWARDSUNDERGRADUATE AWARDSUNDERGRADUATE AWARDS 

ANN ARBOR NEWS SCHOLARSHIP 
Tomilade Akinyelu 

Leyla Dumke 

JOHN L. AND CLARA M. BRUMM 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Anna Haf 
Grace Park 

THE JAMES P. CHAPMAN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Jake Frederick 
Meghan Rogala 

CAROLE SIMPSON MINORITY 
AID SCHOLARSHIP 

Daisy Ruiz 
Kaia Tolu 

LELAND STOWE AWARD 
Caleb Brown 

Georgia McKay 

CLAUDE SIFRITT UNDERGRADUATE AWARD 
Demi Baston 

Brooklyn Emuakhagbon 
Elizabeth Le Febre 

Alexis Mann 
Allison Westmeyer 

Meichi Wu 

MARY LOU BUTCHER EQUALITY IN 
JOURNALISM AWARD 

Gina Czochara 
Valeria Jurado Plascencia 

Isabella Puccio 
Alyssa Tisch 

THE J. EVENS CAMPBELL SCHOLARSHIP 
Victoria Georgiev 

Fiona Lacroix 

SAKS FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP 
Chloe Pehote 

Kaia Tolu 

SENIOR THESIS PROGRAM 
Emily Alberts 
Tundi Gaspar 

Rebecca Lewis 
Zihan Li 

Gabriel Paredes 
Olivia Wimpari 

Meichi Wu 

MCMP EXECUTIVE BOARD SENIORS 
Olivia Kessler 
Chloe Bayer 



      CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026 

Aydin  Abdollahi  
Brooke  Abramson  

Isiris  Acevedo-Almodovar  

Emily  Alberts  

Nicolas  Andrighetto  

Mavis  Anning-Gyan  

Emily  Arker  

Audrey  Ash  

Jordyn  Auerbach  
Ava  Axelrood  
Jianing  Bao  

Alexandra  Baron  
Marion  Baston  

Isabelle  Baumann  
Chloe  Bayer  

Katelyn  Beasley  
Max  Beebe  

Alek  Beginin  
Tajrene  Begum  

Molly  Berg  
Daniel  Bernstein  

Ezekiel  Berry  
Corinne  Blitz  

Madelaina  Bonk  
Bryn  Bonnema  

Edward  Boughner  
Mylee  Boyd  
Ella  Brodeur  

Quinn  Brophy  
Caleb  Brown  
Drew  Brown  
Skylar  Brown  
Karly  Burlock  

Nickolas  Butler-Simpson  

Caroline  Cahill  

Harrison  Cahn  
Anthony  Caputo  

Emily  Chaika  
Chun  Ho  Chan  

Hellen  Chen  
Natalie  Cherrin  

Alyssa  Joy  Childers  
Cheuk  Lam  Kammy  Chiu  

Krisa  Choi  
Audrey  Cicchella  
Isabel  Constand  

Ava  Coon  
Caroline  Cooper  

Jessica  Courtright  
Robert  Currie  

Sydney  Cyprian  
Lilah  Dagenais  

Makeda  Dandridge  
Caroline  Delatorre  

Emily  Demlow  
Janine  DiVita  

Kayleigh  Docherty  
Elaine  Donahue  
Grace  Donnelly  
Morgan  Dugan  

Tyler  Duke  
Leyla  Dumke  
Joshua  Easley  

Emma  Edmondson  
Zachary  Edwards  
Henry  Eisenberg  
Amanda  Emtiaz  

Brooklyn  Emuakhagbon  

Sloane  Englander  

Chase  Evans  



      

  
  
  

   
  

   
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
   

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

   
  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  

   
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  
   
  

CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026 

Ellison Everhart 
Nora Fairbanks-Lee 

Omar Fan 
Xue Fan 

Jenna Farhat 
Emma Feldberg 

Jaley Felty 
Tian Yu Feng 
Jaden Fode 

Emerson Forbes 
Samantha Fox 
Jake Frederick 
Hailey Gabron 

Isabella Garbutt 
Nicolas Gascon 
Tunde Gaspar 

Rodriguez Gayle Jr 
Victoria Georgiev 

Teagan Goings 
Caitlyn Goode 
Leighton Gray 
Sarah Griffith 

Samara Grossman 
Cameron Guist 

Ingrid Halverson 
Katherine Hamilton 

Ava Hammerman 
Olivia Han 

Tarneem Hanna 
Ella Harshman 

Tyler Hart 
Ava Hauman 

Jenna Hausmann 
Ernest Hawkes IV 

Avery Haynes 

Mallory Herron 
Marin Hetler 

Kyle Hill 
To Nguyen Hoang 

Julia Hoffman 
Cheng Ieng Hoi 

Christopher Holden 
Jennifer Hooker 
Chloe Hopkins 
Meijia Huang 
Clara Hund 

Lily Hutchinson 
Amelia Isaacson 

Anna Jacoby 
Jennifer James 

Xinyi Jin 
Bryan Joa 

Amanda Johnson 
Rose Nada Johnson 

Elizabeth Jones 
Lucy Kahan 

Claire Kathman 
James Kavouklis 

Jake Keaser 
Gabriel Kellman 

Olivia Kessler 
Chloe Kim 

Eui-Pyo Kim 
Blaire King 
Ellie Kroll 

Esha Kumar 
Fiona Lacroix 

Nikki Lama 
Jenna Lang 

Angelina Lawton 



CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026 

Yoonseo Lee 
Riley Leongkaye Mootdarpongsai 

Sydney Lesnick 
Jillian Lesson 
Kate Levy 
Kate Levy 

Rebecca Lewis 
Huiting Li 
Zihan Li 

Jessa Linderman 
Carolyn Lira 
Si Yu Liu 

Natalie Lopez 
Kayla Lugo 
Yawen Luo 

Lily Mahnken 
Brandon Malin 
Auburn Marriott 
Sahm Marshall 

Alexander Matthews 
Charles May 
Callie Mayer 
Emily McAteer 

Christopher McGlynn 
Remi Meltzer 
Jessica Mendez 

Mackenzie Mielke 
Elizabeth Milroy 
Chloe Mobley 
Maggie Moore 
Skyler Moore 

Rebeca Moreira Porto De Arruda 
Kaylen Morgan 
Lila Mundy 

Cristina Murdick 

Matthew Murdoff 
Emilia Muzzin 
Luke Nagorski 

Alexandra Nguyen 
Hailey Nichols 
Mark Nikollaj 

Lola Nordlinger 
Aidan Osofisan 
Farah Pahlavi 

Gabriel Paredes 
Grace Park 

Chloe Pehote 
Annahi Peralta-Sorto 

Alaska Peterson 
Dylan Phillips 

Isabella Pignatello 
Brianna Pirini 
Courtney Plaza 

Jada-Lynn Pledger 
Maia Politzer 
Ann Pomeroy 
Catherine Pond 
Brooke Potocki 

Jacqueline Presser 
Isabella Puccio 
Andres Pulido 
Abigail Quigley 
Mackenzie Radle 
Anna Richards 

Alana Richardson 
Theresa Ridings 
Alana Rosen 

Danielle Rosenberg 
Emily Rothenberg 
Emery Rubert 



      

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026 

Daisy Ruiz 
Josie Rumsey 
Shannon Rydz 

Gabriella Saenz 
Jamie Sage 

Krystal Salgado 
Natasha Samsonov 

Alexandra Santiago-Lindsay 
Luiza Santos 
Ava Sargent 
Emily Schall 

Emma Scholfield 
Leora Schottenstein 

Erin Segui 
Alexandra Sessions 

Zoe Shafiezadeh 
Madeline Shakoori 

Ashley Sheil 
Leyi Shi 

Skyler-Rose Silvester 
Christine Song 
Laurel Sparks 

Elizabeth Stafford 
Anna Stahlberger 

Rylie Stam 
Sarah Stansfield 
Karina Stoddard 

Kyle Stricof 
Haoxuan Sun 
Ryan Sweeney 
Daniel Taraboi 
Megan Temple 

Julie Test 
Natalie Timmerman 

Rylee Tinney 

Norah Tobin 
Kaia Tolu 

Cel Torres 
Haylie Toth 

Francesca Tracy 
Sydney Tremayne 

Quincy Tressel 
Sara Tweed 

Ryan Vandermarkt 
George VanHaaften 

Ava Vanotteren 
Olivia Vegas 

Valeria Vernaza 
Nicole Villamar 
Eliana Vincent 
Wenyi Wang 
Rowan Ward 

Zachary Warshaw 
Julia Weaver 

Jessica Weinstein 
Sydney Weintraub 
Hannah Wheatley 

Avery White 
Makayla Whitsell 

Luke Wiener 
Bryce Wilcox 
Leila Williams 
Talia Williams 
Olivia Wimpari 
Daniel Wisely 
Kaylie Wong 

Samantha Wright 
Meichi Wu 

Ashley Xochimanca-Guerrero 
Duo Xu 



CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026 

Ming Yee Yeung 
Pei-Yu Yu 

Wenpeng Yu 
Emma Yungeberg 

Kara Zariski 
Zeyi Zeng 
Qi Zhang 
Peijun Zhu 

Xingzao Zhuang 
Libby Zufi 



Congratulations to the class of 2026! 

Best wishes on your next adventures! 


	2026
	Commencement
	Ceremony

	PROCESSION OF FACULTY
	WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS Professor Jan Van den Bulck, Department Chair

	RECOGNITION OF THE 2026 SENIOR THESIS STUDENTS
	RECOGNITION OF MICHIGAN COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA PROFESSIONALS SENIOR OFFICERS
	STUDENT SPEAKER Gabriel Paredes
	KEYNOTE SPEAKER Kaitlin Urka

	RECOGNITION OF THE GRADUATES
	CLOSING REMARKS
	RECESSION OF FACULTY
	KEYNOTE SPEAKER Kaitlin Urka
	Kaitlin Urka is a 5-time Emmy Award winning producer for ESPN. Throughout her career she has helped broadcast some of television’s biggest events including Olympic Games, Super Bowls, Tours de France, Stanley Cups, and the Triple Crown. A native of Ludington, Michigan - Kaitlin graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Michigan.
	Student Speaker Gabriel Parades
	UNDERGRADUATE AWARDS
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	Congratulations to the class of 2026!
	Best wishes on your next adventures!
	Binder1.pdf
	Pages from 2026 Comm and Media Commencement Program - FINAL.pdf
	Pages from 2026 Comm and Media Commencement Program - FINAL - Accessible.pdf

	2026 Comm and Media Commencement Program - FINAL.pdf
	2026
	Commencement
	Ceremony

	PROCESSION OF FACULTY
	WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS Professor Jan Van den Bulck, Department Chair

	RECOGNITION OF THE 2026 SENIOR THESIS STUDENTS
	RECOGNITION OF MICHIGAN COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA PROFESSIONALS SENIOR OFFICERS
	STUDENT SPEAKER Gabriel Paredes
	KEYNOTE SPEAKER Kaitlin Urka

	RECOGNITION OF THE GRADUATES
	CLOSING REMARKS
	RECESSION OF FACULTY
	KEYNOTE SPEAKER Kaitlin Urka
	Kaitlin Urka is a 5-time Emmy Award winning producer for ESPN. Throughout her career she has helped broadcast some of television’s biggest events including Olympic Games, Super Bowls, Tours de France, Stanley Cups, and the Triple Crown. A native of Ludington, Michigan - Kaitlin graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Michigan.
	Student Speaker Gabriel Parades
	UNDERGRADUATE AWARDS
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	Congratulations to the class of 2026!
	Best wishes on your next adventures!

	p8-11.pdf
	2026
	Commencement
	Ceremony

	PROCESSION OF FACULTY
	WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS Professor Jan Van den Bulck, Department Chair

	RECOGNITION OF THE 2026 SENIOR THESIS STUDENTS
	RECOGNITION OF MICHIGAN COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA PROFESSIONALS SENIOR OFFICERS
	STUDENT SPEAKER Gabriel Paredes
	KEYNOTE SPEAKER Kaitlin Urka

	RECOGNITION OF THE GRADUATES
	CLOSING REMARKS
	RECESSION OF FACULTY
	KEYNOTE SPEAKER Kaitlin Urka
	Kaitlin Urka is a 5-time Emmy Award winning producer for ESPN. Throughout her career she has helped broadcast some of television’s biggest events including Olympic Games, Super Bowls, Tours de France, Stanley Cups, and the Triple Crown. A native of Ludington, Michigan - Kaitlin graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Michigan.
	Student Speaker Gabriel Parades
	UNDERGRADUATE AWARDS
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	CLASS OF 2026
	Congratulations to the class of 2026!
	Best wishes on your next adventures!




