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Position: John and Teresa D=Arms Distinguished University Professor of Classics and Roman Law 

(with tenure in Classical Studies and in Law), Emeritus 
 
Address: Department of Classical Studies or The Law School 

The University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan  48109 
Phone:    (734) 936-3022 (Law School) 
Fax:   (734) 764-8309 (Law School) 
E-mail:   bwfrier@umich.edu 

 
Home:  2142 Overlook Court 

Ann Arbor, Michigan  48103-2336 
Phone:   (734) 665-2002 

 
Birth:  August 31, 1943, in Chicago, Illinois (U.S. Citizen) 
 
Degrees: B.A. cum laude, Classics and History, Trinity College (Hartford), 1964 

Fellow, American Academy in Rome, 1968 
Ph.D., Classics, Princeton University, 1970 

 
Teaching: Bryn Mawr:   Instructor, Latin Dept., 1968-1969 
 

Michigan: Department of Classical Studies: 
        Assistant Professor, 1969-1975 

    Associate Professor, 1975-1983 
        Professor, 1983-2013 

    Frank O. Copley Collegiate Professor of Classics and Roman Law, 
2004-2009 

(Courses: seminars in Livy, The Age of Nero, and The Roman   
Family; two-semester course in History of Roman Literature; graduate  
 courses in Aristotle=s Politics, Polybius, early Roman prose, Roman   
biography, Cicero [speeches, letters, rhetorical and philosophical   
writings], Livy, Petronius, Tacitus, and Roman law; and various   
undergraduate courses in Greek and Latin authors.  Also translation   
courses in Roman law, Roman archaeology, and early Christianity.) 

 
Law School: 
    Visiting Lecturer, 1981-1986 
     Professor, 1986-2022 
     Henry King Ransom Professor of Law, 1994-2008 
          (Courses: seminar in Roman law, Natural Law, and Unjustified      
      Enrichment; upper-level course in rhetoric; first-year contracts.) 
 
John and Teresa D=Arms Distinguished University Professor of Classics 
      and Roman Law, 2008-present; Emeritus, 2022-present 

; 
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FIELDS OF SCHOLARLY INTEREST 
 
Main Fields: Roman law and legal history 

Roman social, economic, and demographic history 
Hellenistic and Roman historiography (especially 
     Polybius, Sallust, and Livy) 
Legal theory and the sociology of law 
Classical and modern rhetoric 

 
Minor Fields: Numismatics 

Roman archaeology and architecture 
Early Christianity 

 
AWARDS AND GRANTS 

 
Trinity: Phi Beta Kappa; Pi Gamma Mu 
Princeton: Woodrow Wilson Fellowship, 1964-1965 

Summer Fellowship, American Numismatic Society, 1965 

Rome:  Fellow, American Academy in Rome, 1966-1968 
Michigan: Faculty Research Fellowship, Summer 1971 

Study Fellowship, American Council of Learned Societies, 1972-1973 (at Law School, 
The University of California at Berkeley) 

Fellowship, National Endowment for the Humanities, 1976-1977 (at Institut für 
Römisches Recht, Universität Salzburg) 

Member, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, Winter Term, 1983 
Goodwin Award of Merit, from the American Philological Association, 1983, for 

Landlords and Tenants in Imperial Rome 
Guggenheim Fellowship, 1984-1985 
Visiting Fellow, Clare Hall, Cambridge, 1984-1985 
Fellowship, National Endowment for the Humanities, 1992-1993 
Member, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 1992-1993 
Fellow, The American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1993-present 
Henry King Ransom Professor of Law, Michigan Law School, 1994-2008 
LS&A Excellence in Research Award, 1996 
Resident Member, American Philosophical Society, 2003-present 
Fellow, Michigan Institute for the Humanities, 2004-2005 
Frank O. Copley Collegiate Professor of Classical Studies, 2004-2009 
Senior Fellow, Michigan Society of Fellows, 2006-2010 
Harold R. Johnson Diversity Service Award, University of Michigan, 2007 
Honorary Lavender Degree, LGBTA Office Lavender Graduation, 2008 
John and Teresa D=Arms Distinguished University Professor of Classics and Roman 

Law, 2008-present 
Distinguished Faculty Governance Award, University of Michigan, 2010 
Who=s Who in America 

     Lambda Classical Caucus, Activism Award, 2017
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PUBLICATIONS 
 

Dissertation: 
ARoman Historiography from the Annales Maximi up to Cato Censorius@ 

Advisor: Prof. T.J. Luce, Princeton University; defended October 31, 1969.  (Available on 
microfilm.) 

 
Books: 
Libri Annales Pontificum Maximorum: The Origins of the Annalistic Tradition (American Academy in 

Rome, 1979). Revised edition with new introduction from University of Michigan Press, 1999. 
Landlords and Tenants in Imperial Rome (Princeton University Press, 1980; reissued in 2003 by the 

American Council of Learned Societies as a History E-Book) 
The Rise of the Roman Jurists: Studies in Cicero=s Pro Caecina (Princeton University Press, 1985). 

Reissued in paperback edition by Princeton University Press in 2014. 
A Casebook on the Roman Law of Delict (Scholars Press for the American Philological Association, 

Classical Resources Series no. 2; now Oxford University Press; 1989).  Classroom notes are also 
available. 

The Demography of Roman Egypt, with R.S. Bagnall (Cambridge University Press, in series Cambridge 
Studies in Population, Economy and Society in Past Time, no. 23: 1994; often reprinted, and 
reissued electronically in 2004; paperback edition 2006). Arabic translation to appear in 2019. 

The Census Register P.Oxy. 984: The Reverse of Pindar=s Paeans, with R.S. Bagnall and I.C. Rutherford 
(University of Brussels, Papyrologica Bruxellensia 36, 1997) 

A Casebook on Roman Family Law, with T.A.J. McGinn (Oxford University Press, 2003).  Classroom 
notes are also available. A Bulgarian translation is under contract. 

The Modern Law of Contracts, with J.J. White (West Group Publishers, 2005).  Second edition 2008. 
Third Edition 2012. Fourth edition 2018.  Teacher=s Manual is also available.   

The Codex of Justinian: A New Annotated Translation, with Parallel Latin and Greek Text, 3 vols. 
(Cambridge University Press, 2016). (I am the General Editor and the author of an introduction, 
glossary, index of constitutions, and the translation of Books 2 and 8, plus a portion of 6.) 

A Casebook on the Roman Law of Contracts (Oxford University Press, 2021). Teacher’s Manual is also 
available. 

Roman Dowry Law, currently under preliminary discussion with Cambridge University Press 
 
Articles: 
AAugural Symbolism in Sulla=s Invasion of 83,@ American Numismatic Society, Museum Notes 13 

(1967) 111-118 
APoints on the Topography of Minturnae,@ Historia 18 (1969) 510-512 
ASulla=s Priesthood,@ Arethusa 2 (1969) 187-199 
ARoman Coins from the River Liri@ (with Anthony Parker), Numismatic Chronicle 7.10 (1970) 89-109 
ASulla=s Propaganda: The Collapse of the Cinnan Republic,@ American Journal of Philology 92 (1970) 

89-109 
ALily Ross Taylor on the Pons Tiretinus,@ Historia 22 (1973) 123-125 
ALicinius Macer and the Consules Suffecti of 444 B.C.,@ Transactions of the American Philological 

Association 105 (1975) 79-97 
AThe Rental Market of Early Imperial Rome,@ Journal of Roman Studies 67 (1977) 27-37 
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ATenant=s Liability for Damage to Landlord=s Property in Classical Roman Law,@ Zeitschrift der 

Savigny-Stiftung für Rechtsgeschichte, Rom. Abt. 95 (1977) 232-269 
ACicero=s Management of His Urban Properties,@ Classical Journal 74 (1978) 1-6 
ALaw, Technology, and Social Change: The Equipping of Italian Farm Tenancies,@ Zeitschrift der 

Savigny-Stiftung für Rechtsgeschichte, Rom. Abt. 96 (1979) 204-228 
ARoman Coinage and Army Pay: Techniques for Evaluating Statistics,@ Quaderni Ticinesi 10 (1981) 

285-295 
ARoman Life Expectancy: Ulpian=s Evidence,@ Harvard Studies in Classical Philology 86 (1982) 

213-251 
ABees and Lawyers,@ Classical Journal 78 (1982/1983) 105-114 
AUrban Praetors and Rural Violence: The Legal Background of Cicero=s pro Caecina,@ Transactions of 

the American Philological Association 113 (1983) 221-241 
ARoman Law and the Wine Trade: The Problem of >Vinegar Sold as Wine=,@ Zeitschrift der 

Savigny-Stiftung für Rechtsgeschichte, Rom. Abt. 100 (1983) 258-295 
ARoman Life Expectancy: The Pannonian Evidence,@ Phoenix 37 (1983) 328-344 
AClassical Studies and the Computer,@ LSA 8.2 (1985) 12-13 
ADigest, Book Nineteen@ (translation), in The Digest of Justinian vol. II (ed. A. Watson, 1985) 544-580 
ATenant Remedies for Unsuitable Conditions Arising after Entry: A Roman Law Perspective on Modern 

American Common Law,@ in Studies in Roman Law in Memory of A. Arthur Schiller (ed. R.S. 
Bagnall and W.V. Harris, 1986) 65-80 

APrototypical Causation in Roman Law,@ Loyola Law Review (New Orleans), 34 (1988) 485-516 
AAutonomy of Law and the Origins of the Legal Profession,@ Cardozo Law Review 11 (1989) 259-286 
AA New Papyrology?,@ Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists 26 (1989) 217-226 
AInterpreting Codes,@ Michigan Law Review 89 (1991) 2201-2214 
AInterest and Usury in the Greco-Roman Period,@ in The Anchor Bible Commentary vol. 3 (1992) 

423-424 
AMarriage and Motherhood in Roman Egypt,@ (printed by Bryn Mawr College; 1993) 
ALaw, Economics, and Disasters Down on the Farm: Remissio Mercedis Revisited,@ Bulletino dell= 

Istituto del Diritto Romano 31/32 (1989-1990 / publ. 1993) 237-270 
ASubsistence Annuities and Per Capita Income in the Early Roman Empire,@ Classical Philology 88 

(1993) 222-230 
AWhy Did the Jurists Change Roman Law? Bees and Lawyers Revisited,@ Index 22 (Omaggio a Peter 

Stein, ed. L. Labruna; 1994) 135-149 
ANatural Fertility and Family Limitation in Roman Marriage,@ Classical Philology 89 (1994) 318-333 
AEarly Classical Private Law,@ in The Cambridge Ancient History vol. X. 43 B.C. to A.D. 69 (1995) 

959-978 
AThe Sociology of Roman Law,@ in The Oxford Classical Dictionary, 3d ed. (1996) 823-825 
ARoman Legal and Social Status,@ in The Oxford Classical Dictionary, 3d ed. (1996) 1441-1442, 

reprinted in The Oxford Companion to Classical Civilization (ed. S. Hornblower and A. Spawforth, 
1998) 688-689 

ARoman Demography,@ in Life, Death, and Entertainment in the Roman World (ed. D. Potter and D. 
Mattingly; 1999) 85-109 

AMore Is Worse: Some Observations on the Population of the Roman Empire,@ in Debating Roman 
Demography (ed. W. Scheidel, 2000) 139-159 

AThe Demography of the Early Roman Empire,@ in The Cambridge Ancient History vol. XI. A.D. 
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70-192 (2000) 787-816 
AGay Rights Confront the Law: The Meaning of Romer and Lawrence,@ in DIOTIMA: 

http://www.stoa.org/diotima/essays/fc04/Frier.html (2005) 
ARoman Law,@ in The Cambridge Dictionary of Classical Civilization (ed. L. Foxhall, D. Mattingly, and 

G. Shipley; Cambridge, 2006) 
ATenants and Tenancy,@ in The Cambridge Dictionary of Classical Civilization (ed. L. Foxhall, D. 

Mattingly, and G. Shipley; Cambridge, 2006) 
AMarriage and Motherhood in Roman Egypt,@ in Ten Years of the Agnes Kirsopp Lake Michels Lectures 

at Bryn Mawr College (ed. S.B. Faris and L.E. Lundeen, 2006) 1-31, a published version of the 
inaugural Michels lecture in 1993 

ALaw and Economic Institutions,@ with Dennis Kehoe, in The Cambridge Economic History of the 
Greco-Roman World (ed. R. Saller, I. Morris, and W. Scheidel; Cambridge Press, 2007) 113-143 

AMaking History Personal: Constantine Cavafy and the Rise of Rome,@ Cavafy Forum (2010) at 
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/UMICH/modgreek/Home/_TOPNAV_WTGC/C.P.%20Cavafy%20Foru
m/Making%20History%20Personal.pdf  

AFinding a Place for Law in the High Roman Empire: Tacitus, Dialogus 39.1-4,@ in Spaces of Justice in 
the Roman World (ed. F. de Angelis; Columbia Studies in the Classical Tradition 35, 2010) 67-88 

ALaw, Roman,@ in The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece and Rome (ed. Michael Gagarin; 2010) 
ALaw (Ius),@ in The Virgil Encyclopedia vol. 2 (ed. R. Thomas and J.M. Ziolkowski; 2014) 736-737 
“Q. Mucius Scaevola,” in Encyclopedia of Ancient History (published on-line, # WBEAH30164; 2015) 
“Ulpian,” in Encyclopedia of Ancient History (published on-line, EAH2-0193; 2015) 
 “Roman Law and the Marriage of Underage Girls,” Journal of Roman Archaeology 28 (2015) 652-

664 (review article; also listed under reviews below)  
“Regulating Incestuous Marriage in the Roman Republic,” in Texts and Contexts in Legal History: Essays 

in Honor of Charles Donahue (ed. J. Witte, S. McDougall, A. di Robilant; 2017) 23-35 
 “The Roman Origins of the Public Trust Doctrine,” in Journal of Roman Archaeology 32 (2019) 

641-647 (review article; also listed under reviews below) 
“Cassius Longinus, Gaius (jurist), in V. Pagan, ed., The Tacitus Encyclopedia (online, 2021) 
“Leges (laws),” in V. Pagan, ed., The Tacitus Encyclopedia (online, 2021) 
“Antistius Labeo, Marcus,” in V. Pagan, ed., The Tacitus Encyclopedia (online, 2021) 
“Cocceius Nerva, Marcus,” in V. Pagan, ed., The Tacitus Encyclopedia (online, 2021) 
“Normalizing Illegality? The Roman Jurists and Underage Marriage,” in Ronnie Ancona and Georgia 

Tsouvala, eds., New Directions in the Study of Women in Antiquity (2021) 173-186 
“Juristic Literature and the Law: Competition and Cooperation,” in Claire Bubb and Michael Peachin, 

eds., Medicine and the Law under the Roman Empire (forthcoming in 2022) 
 
 
 
 
Also Available: 
A Casebook on the Roman Law of Contract (available in Xerox), based loosely on a German casebook by 

H. Hausmaninger 
A Casebook on Roman Property Law (available in Xerox), translated from a German casebook by H. 

Hausmaninger 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

 
Major Reviews: 
M. Crawford, Roman Republican Coinage (1974), and H. Zehnacker, Moneta: Recherches sur 

l=Organisation et l=Art des Émissions Monétaires de la République Romaine (1973), in Phoenix 30 
(1977) 375-382 

G. Giliberti, Servus Quasi Colonus (1981), and P.W. De Neeve, Colonus: Privégrondpacht in Romeins 
Italië Tijdens de Republiek en Het Vroege Principaat (Diss. Utrecht, 1981), in Zeitschrift der 
Savigny-Stiftung für Rechtsgeschichte, Rom. Abt. 100 (1983) 667-676 

T. Honoré, Ulpian (1982), in Michigan Law Review 82 (1984) 856-868 
K.-P. Johne, J. Köhn, and V. Weber, Die Kolonen in Italien und den Westlichen Provinzen des Römischen 

Reiches (1983), in Zeitschrift der Savigny-Stiftung für Rechtsgeschichte, Rom. Abt. 102 (1985) 
564-569 

R.A. Bauman, Lawyers in Roman Republican Politics: A Study of the Roman Jurists in Their Political 
Setting, 316-82 B.C. (Münch. Beitr. zur Pap. und Ant. Rechtsg., Heft 75, 1983), in Classical 
Philology 81 (1986) 257-262 

A. Watson, The Evolution of Law (1985), in Columbia Law Review 86 (1986) 888-900 
R.A. Bauman, Lawyers in Roman Transitional Politics: A Study of the Roman Jurists in the Late Republic 

and Triumvirate (Münch. Beitr. zur Pap. und Ant. Rechtsg., Heft 79, 1985), in Classical Philology 
83 (1988) 76-79 

D. Nörr, Causa Mortis: Auf den Spuren einer Redewendung (Münch. Beitr. zur Pap. und Ant. Rechtsg., 
Heft 80, 1986), in American Journal of Philology 109 (1988) 618-621 

A. Tchernia, Le Vin de l=Italie Romaine (Bibl. des Écoles Fran. d=Athénes et de Rome, Fasc. 269, 1986), 
and K. Greene, The Archaeology of the Roman Economy (1986), in American Journal of 
Archaeology 93 (1989) 153-154 

W. Jongman, The Economy and Society of Pompeii (1988), in The Journal of Roman Archaeology 4 
(1991) 243-247 

D.R. Kelley, The Human Measure: Social Thought in the Western Legal Tradition (1990), in American 
Historical Review 96 (1991) 1503-1504, with ensuing correspondence in 97 (1992) 681-682 

R. Duncan-Jones, Structure and Scale in the Roman Economy (1990), in The Journal of Roman 
Archaeology 5 (1992) 286-290 

T.G. Parkin, Demography and Roman Society (1992), in Bryn Mawr Classical Review 3 (1992) 383-387, 
and in Choice (March, 1993) 521 

F. Wieacker, Römische Rechtsgeschichte vol. I (1988), in The Journal of Roman Studies 82 (1992) 
231-232 

S. Treggiari, Roman Marriage (1991), in Classical Philology 88 (1993) 94-98 
J.M. Rainer, Bau- und Nachbarrechtliche Bestimmungen im Klassischen Römischen Recht (1987), in 

Tijdschrift voor Rechtsgeschiedenis 61 (1993) 124-125 
M.C. Alexander, Trials in the Late Roman Republic (1990), in Phoenix 47 (1993) 79-81 
J.-M. David, Le Patronat Judiciaire au Dernier Siècle de la République Romaine (1992), in Classical 

Philology 89 (1994) 290-293 
A.W. Lintott, Judicial Reform and Land Reform in the Roman Republic (1993), in Journal of Roman 

Studies 84 (1994) 211-212 
C.A. Williams, Roman Homosexuality: Ideologies of Masculinity in Classical Antiquity (1999), in Bryn 

Mawr Classical Review (1999, on line) 
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Corpus der Römischen Rechtsquellen zur Antiken Sklaverei, Prolegomena (by J. Rainer and E. 

Hermann-Otto; 1999) and Teil I: Die Begründung des Sklavenstatus nach Ius Gentium und Ius 
Civile (by H. Wieling; 1999), in Bryn Mawr Classical Review (2000, on line) 

O. Robinson, The Sources of Roman Law: Approaching the Ancient World (1997), and D. Johnston, 
Roman Law in Context (1999), in Journal of Roman Archaeology 13 (2000) 446-448 

J. Andreau, J. France, and S. Pittia, eds., Mentalités et Choix Économiques des Romains, in Journal of 
Roman Archaeology 22 (2009) 511-514 

H. Lindsay, Adoption in the Roman World, in Bryn Mawr Classical Review 
(http://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2010/2010-07-21.html) 

A.W. Riggsby, Roman Law and the Legal World of the Romans (2010), in Journal of Roman 
Archaeology 24 (2011) 564-566 

Isabella Piro, Spose Bambine: Risalenza, Diffusione e Rilevanza Giuridica del Fenomeno in Età 
Romana, Dalle Origini all’Epoca Classica (2013), in Journal of Roman Archaeology 28 
(2015) 652-664 

Domenico Dursi,  
 
 
Shorter Reviews: 
A. Watson, The Law of Succession in the Later Roman Republic (1971), in The American Journal of 

Legal History 16 (1971) 280-283 
J. Bleicken, Lex Publica: Gesetz und Recht in der Römischen Republik (1975), in Classical World 70 

(1977) 489-490 
W.K. Pritchett, Dionysius of Halicarnassus: On Thucydides (1975), in Classical World 70 (1977) 

489-490 
A. Watson, Rome of the XII Tables: Persons and Property (1975), in Classical Journal 72 (1977) 

275-276 
W. Eder, Servitus Publica (1980), in American Historical Review 87 (1982) 1370-1371 
M. Garrido-Hory, Martial et l=Esclavage (1981), in American Historical Review 87 (1982) 756-757 
T.P. Wiseman, Clio=s Cosmetics (1979), in Classical Outlook 60 (1982) 25 
T. Honoré, Emperors and Lawyers (1981), in American Historical Review 88 (1983) 658-659 
J.W. Tellegen, The Roman Law of Succession in the Letters of Pliny the Younger (1982), in Classical 

Review 33 (1983) 340-341 
Trade in the Ancient Economy (P. Garnsey, K. Hopkins, and C.R. Whittaker, eds., 1983), in The Business 

History Review 58 (1984) 628-630 
L. Schumacher, Servus Index: Sklavenverhör und Sklavenanzeige im Republikanischen und 

Kaiserzeitlichen Rom (1982), in American Historical Review 89 (1984) 1314-1315  
O.E. Tellegen-Couperus, Testamentary Succession in the Constitutions of Diocletian (1982), in Classical 

Review 34 (1984) 234-236 
M. Beard and M. Crawford, Rome in the Late Republic (1985), in American Historical Review 92 (1987) 

109-110 
K.W. Harl, Civic Coins and Civic Politics in the Roman East, 180-275 A.D. (1987), in Choice (April 

1988) 99 
A. Linder, The Jews in Roman Imperial Legislation (1987), in Choice (June 1988) 96 
W.M. Gordon and O.F. Robinson, The Institutes of Gaius (1988), in Choice (October 1988) 102 
F. D=Ippolito, Giuristi e Sapienti in Roma Arcaica (1986), in Gnomon 60 (1988) 268-269 
A. Watson, Roman Slave Law (1986), in American Historical Review 93 (1988) 1026-1027 
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A.J. Woodman, Rhetoric in Classical Historiography (1988), in American Historical Review 95 (1990) 

461-462 
R.E. Mitchell, Patricians and Plebeians: The Origin of the Roman State (1990), in Choice (May, 1991) 

496 
A. Ferrill, Caligula: Emperor of Rome (1991), in Choice (November, 1991) 569 
M. Bettini, Anthropology and Roman Culture: Kinship, Time, Images of the Soul (trans. J. van Sickle, 

1991), in Choice (January, 1992) 497 
Marriage, Divorce, and Children in Ancient Rome (B. Rawson, ed., 1991), in Choice (February, 1992) 

516 
Nomos: Essays in Athenian Law, Politics and Society (ed. P. Cartledge, P. Millet & S. Todd, 1991), in 

American Journal of Legal History 36 (1992) 388-390 
A. Watson, The State, Law and Religion: Pagan Rome (1992), in Choice (September, 1992) 570 
S. Dixon, The Roman Family (1992), in Choice (February, 1993) 474 
B. Sirks, Food for Rome: The Legal Structure of the Transportation and Processing of Supplies for the 

Imperial Distribution in Rome and Constantinople (1991), in American Historical Review 97 
(1992) 1496-1497 

C.A. Barton, The Sorrows of the Ancient Romans: The Gladiator and the Monster (1993), in Choice 
(May, 1993) 524 

S.D. Mühlhölzl, Cicero Apro A. Caecina@ (Diss. Munich, 1993), in Zeitschrift der Savigny-Stiftung für 
Rechtsgeschichte, Rom. Abt. 112 (1995) 601-602 

 
 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS ON LINE 
 
Michigan v. Ossian Sweet et al. (1925) and Michigan v. Henry Sweet (1926), edited transcripts of 

arguments by prosecutors and by Clarence Darrow for the defense, available on line at 
 http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/sweet/sweet.html 

 
 
EXHIBITIONS 
 
APiranesi: Selected Etchings from the Collection of Bruce W. Frier,@ Humanities Institute, University of 

Michigan, 2005 
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INVITED LECTURES 
 
Within the University of Michigan: 

Archaeological Institute of America, Ann Arbor, 1974 and 1979 (Roman baths) 
Population Studies Center, 1982 and 1985 (Roman demography) 
Rackham Graduate School, l986 (Roman slavery) 
School of Civil Engineering, l986 (Roman civil engineering) 
College of Literature, Science and the Arts, 2005 (Inaugural Lecture: Law and Legalism in the 

Roman Republic) 
Humanities Institute, 2005 (sexuality and style: the cinaedi) 
University of Michigan, 2010 (Inaugural Lecture: Constantine Cavafy and the Rise of Rome), 

online at http://lecb.physics.lsa.umich.edu/CWIS/browser.php?ResourceId=1919 
 
Lectures at Other Institutions: 

American Philological Association, Toronto, 1968 (Roman historiography) 
Michigan State University, l969 (AIA lecture: Roman numismatics) 
Bryn Mawr College, 1973 and 1974 (Roman historiography, law) 
American Philological Association, Chicago, 1975 (Roman law) 
University of Cincinnati, 1976 (Roman rental market) 
Wellesley College, 1978 (Roman rental housing) 
Harvard University, Department of the Classics, 1978 (Roman law) 
Oberlin College, 1980 (Cicero=s pro Caecina) 
Indiana University, 1980 (Roman law) 
Duke University, 1981 (Roman law, demography) 
University of Pennsylvania, l983 (Roman jurisprudence) 
Universität Graz (Deutscher Rechtshistorikertag), 1984 (Roman commercial law) 
École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris, 1984 (Roman demography) 
Université de Paris II, 1984 (Roman banking) 
American Philological Association, Toronto, 1984 (Roman demography) 
Universiteit van Nijmegen, l985 (Cicero=s pro Caecina) 
Universiteit van Amsterdam, l985 (Roman banking) 
Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, 1985 (Roman demography) 
Cambridge University, l985 (Roman banking) 
American Academy in Rome, l985 (Cicero=s pro Caecina) 
University of Glasgow, l985 (Cicero=s pro Caecina) 
Universität Freiburg, l985 (Roman banking) 
Columbia University Law School, l985 (Roman law) 
Princeton University, l985 (Roman demography) 
Ohio State University, l986 (Roman demography) 
American Philological Association, New Orleans, l986 (teaching Roman law) 
Tulane University, l987 (Roman law) 
University of Tennessee, 1987 (Roman law): Fourth Rutledge Memorial Lecture 
Princeton University, l987 (Roman jurisprudence): Mellon Law Seminar 
University of Texas, 1987 (Roman demography) 
Loyola University School of Law, New Orleans, l988 (Roman delict) 
Wesleyan University, l988 (Roman law) 
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University of Chicago, Workshop on Ancient Social History, 1988 (Roman law and economics) 
Vanderbilt University, 1989 (Roman law) 
Bowdoin College: Conference on AThe Lives of Women in Antiquity,@ l989 (Roman 

demography) 
American Philological Association, Boston, 1989 (papyrology) 
University of California, Los Angeles, 1990 (Roman demography) 
University of Southern California, 1990 (Roman demography) 
University of Chicago, Population Studies Center, 1990 (Roman demography) 
Harvard University, Department of the Classics, 1990 (Roman demography) 
American Philological Association, San Francisco, 1990 (Roman demography) 
Columbia University, Legal Theory Workshop, 1991 (rhetoric and Roman Law) 
Institute for Advanced Study, Colloquium on Historical Sources, 1991 (Roman law) 
University of North Carolina, Annual Meeting of Association of Ancient Historians, 1991 

(commentator, session on AThe Use of Legal Evidence@) 
American Society for Legal History, Annual Meeting at New Haven, 1992 (commentator for panel 

on rhetoric and law) 
Princeton University, 1992 (Egyptian demography) 
American Philological Association, Seminar, New Orleans, 1992 (organized around project with 

Roger Bagnall on AThe Demography of Roman Egypt@) 
Columbia University, Seminar on Classical Civilization, 1993 (Egyptian demography) 
Bryn Mawr College, 1993 (Egyptian demography): First Agnes Kirsopp Michels Lecture 
Oberlin College, 1996 (Roman demography and social history): Martin Classical Lectures 
University of Chicago, The Oriental Institute, 1996 (rhetoric and Roman law): Colloquium on 

ALaw Courts and the Mediation of Social Conflict in the Ancient World 
Classical Association of the Middle West and South, Nashville, 1996 (teaching Roman law) 
American Philological Association, New York, 1996 (chair and respondent, panel on Roman law 

and society) 
Darwin College, Cambridge University, 1997 (Roman demography) 
American Classical League, Ann Arbor, 1997 (Roman law) 
Rijks Universiteit Leiden, 1997 (Roman economy; National seminar on AThe Future of the Ancient 

Economy@) 
American Philological Association, Chicago, 1997 (panel on rhetoric) 
Dartmouth College, 1998 (Roman rhetoric) 
Indiana University, 1998 (same-sex marriage) 
University of Toronto, 1998 (same-sex marriage) 
Brown University, 1999 (conference on ALaw and Literature in Greece and Rome@; session on 

teaching Roman law) 
Dartmouth College, 1999 (same-sex marriage) 
University of Manchester, 1999 (conference on trials) 
American Society for Legal History, Toronto, 1999 (Greek law and rhetoric) 
Emory University, 2000 (conference on ancient law) 
University of Kansas, 2000 (law school; Roman law and economic institutions) 
American Society for Legal History, Princeton, 2000 (Roman criminal law) 
American Philological Association, San Diego, 2001 (ancient law and economic institutions) 
American Society for Legal History, Chicago, 2001 (Roman law and the economy: dowry) 
Society of Biblical Literature, Denver, Colorado, 2001 (Roman demography) 
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American Philological Association, Philadelphia, 2002 (same-sex marriage in Roman law) 
European Social Science History Conference, The Hague, 2002 (Roman law and the economy) 
Harvard University, 2002 (Carl Newell Jackson Lecture: law and legalism in Roman Republic) 
University of New Brunswick, Annual Meeting of Association of Ancient Historians, 2003 (the 

biography of Roman jurists) 
Washington and Lee University, Law School, 2003 (same-sex marriage in Roman law) 
American Society for Legal History, Washington, D.C., 2003 (Roman law and the economy: the 

slave trade) 
Association of Ancient Historians, Ann Arbor, 2004 (panels on law and social control (organizer) 

and on the Roman economy) 
University of Arizona, Feminism & Classics IV Conference, 2004 (interpreting Lawrence v. Texas) 
Bryn Mawr College, 2005 (Class of 1902 Lecture: law and legal professionalism) 
Association of Ancient Historians, Stanford University, 2006 (panel on Roman law scholarship 

(organizer)) 
American Philological Association, San Diego, 2007 (Cicero and Roman law; panel honoring D.R. 

Shackleton Bailey) 
Association of Ancient Historians, Princeton University, 2007 (dowry law) 
Liberty Fund Colloquium, San Francisco, 2007 (ALiberty, Responsibility and Forgiveness@) 
XXV International Congress of Papyrology, 2007 (Organizer, special session on papyri and the 

illegal trade in antiquities) 
Columbia University, 2007, Conference on ASpaces of Justice@ (administration of Roman law) 

and Classics Department Colloquium (the Codex Project) 
European Social Science History Conference, Lisbon, 2008 (migration theory and history; 

comment on Mogens Hansen, The Shotgun Method) 
Liberty Fund Colloquium, La Jolla, CA, 2009 (ALiberty, Property, and Exchange in the Ancient 

World@) 
University of California, Los Angeles, 2009 (administration of Roman law) 
Association of Ancient Historians, Vancouver, B.C., 2009 (Roman incest law) 
Wayne State University, 2009 (panel on Clarence Darrow and the Sweet case) 
American Society for Legal History, Dallas, 2009 (rational choice and Roman dowry law) 
University of Manitoba, 2010 (22nd Edmund G. Berry lecture: Constantine Cavafy and Hellenistic 

history) 
Oxford University, 2011 (St. John’s College Legalism Workshop: What Good Did Roman Law Do 

the Romans?) 
University of Birmingham, GB, 2011 (Re-Imagining the Past: Antiquity and Modern Greek 

Culture; Cavafy and Hellenism) 
American Society for Legal History, Atlanta, 2011 (comment, panel on Roman family law’s 

influence) 
Michigan State University College of Law, 2012 (ancient rhetoric and modern advocacy) 
Brock University, Feminism & Classics VI Conference, 2012 (GLBT Studies and Women’s 

Studies; chair, panel on ancient fertility) 
American Society for Legal History, St. Louis, 2012 (professionalization of Roman advocacy) 
Università di Bologna, Scuola di Giurisprudenza, conference on “Diritto, Ugualeanza, Legge,” 

2013 (legal certainty in Roman law) 
Association of Ancient Historians, Columbus, Ohio, 2013 (professionalization of Roman 

advocacy) 
American Philological Association, New Orleans, 2015 (marriage of pre-pubescent Roman girls) 
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Harvard University, Law School, 2015 (Roman dowry law) 
University of Pennsylvania, Classics, 2015 (legal certainty in Roman Law) 
Harvard University, Law School, 2016 (Roman marriage law) 
La Sapienza, Convegno “Giuristi Romani e Storiografia Moderna,” Rome, 2016 (sociology of 

Roman Law)  
Columbia University, History, 2017 (Mommsen and Roman private law) 
University of St Andrews, Scotland, 2019 (sociology of Roman jurists) 
University of Edinburgh, 2019 (Roman property law) 
New York University and the Institute for the Study of the Ancient World, Conference on 

Medicine and the Law under the High Empire, 2019 (limits of Roman legal reasoning) 
Clack Lecture, Classical Association of the Atlantic States, 2019 (Roman property law) 
Association of Ancient Historians, University of Illinois, 2021 (Roman partnership law) 
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SCHOLARLY SERVICE 

 
Book Manuscripts Refereed for: 

American Philological Association 
Cambridge University Press 
Cornell University Press 
University of Georgia Press 
Harvard University Press 
University of Michigan Press 
University of Oklahoma Press 
Oxford University Press 
Princeton University Press 
Routledge Press 
University of Texas Press 

 
Article Manuscripts Refereed for: 

American Journal of Ancient History 
American Journal of Legal History 
American Journal of Philology 
Bryn Mawr Classical Review 
Classical Antiquity 
Classical Philology 
Classical Journal 
Comparative Studies in Society and History 
Greek, Roman, and Byzantine Studies 
Harvard Studies in Classical Philology 
Hesperia 
Journal of Food Processing and Preservation 
Journal of Roman Archaeology 
Law and History Review 
Law & Social Inquiry 
Ostraka (Comitato Scientifico) 
Rhetorica: A Journal of the History of Rhetoric 
Roman Legal Tradition (Board of Editors) 
Transactions of the American Philological Association 
Tulane Law Review, Contributing Editor, 1994-present 

 
Hiring, Tenure, Promotion, or Application Papers Reviewed for: 

American Academy in Rome 
American Council of Learned Societies 
Bryn Mawr College 
University of California, Berkeley 
University of California, Los Angeles 
University of Chicago 
University of Colorado 
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Dartmouth College 
Duke University 
European Research Council 
University of Florida 
Universität Graz 
Harvard University (Classics; Law School) 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
The University of Maryland 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Distinguished Achievement Awards 
National Science Foundation 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
New York University 
Princeton University 
University of Southern California 
Rutgers University at Camden (Law School) 
St. John=s College, Cambridge University 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) 
Stanford University (Law School) 
Swarthmore College 
The University of Tennessee 
Vanderbilt University 
University of Virginia 

 
External Review Committees: 
 

Cornell University, Classics Department, 2003 
Harvard University, Department of the Classics, 2003-2006 (Overseers= Committee) 
Brown University, Department of Classics, 2012 (Chair) 
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INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE 
 
Department of Classical Studies: 

Junior-Senior Departmental Concentration and Honors Advisor, 1971-1976 
Graduate Advisor, 1977-1982 
Chair, Admissions and Fellowship Committee, 1977-1982, l985-1990 
Chair=s Advisory Committee, 1977-1983, 1985-1992, 1995-1996, 1998-2001, 2003-2007 
Chair, Departmental Curriculum Committee, 1986-1987 
Co-Chair, Departmental Internal Review, 1995-1996    
Director of Graduate Studies, 1998-2001 
Search Committee for an External Chair, 1999-2001 
Chair, Latin Search Committee, 2001-2002 
Interim Department Chair, 2001-2002 
Executive Committee, Interdepartmental Program in Greek and Roman History, 2001-present 
Co-Chair, Feminism and the Classics V, 2007-2008 
Executive Committee, 2009-2010 

 
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts: 

Publications Committee, 1975-1976 and 1978-1981 
Library Committee, 1980-1983 (Chair, 1981-1982) 
Joint Faculty-Student Policy Committee, 1981-1983 
Curriculum Committee, 1983-1986 
     Subcommittee, LSA Degree Credit for ROTC Courses, 1985-l986 
Executive Committee, 1989-1992, 1994-1995 
Grievance Review Board, 2003-2005 
Ombudsman, 2004-2006 

 
Law School: 

Graduate Committee, l986-1987 
Personnel Committee, l987-l988, 1995-1996, 1998-1999, 2005-2007 (laterals) 
Library Committee, 1988-1992, 2002-2003 (Chair), 2012, 2015-2017 (Chair 2015-2016) 
Admissions Policy Committee, 1990-1991 
Academic Standards Committee, 1993-1994, 1996-1998, 2013-2014 
Ad Hoc Committee on the Learning Disabled, 1994-1995 
Curriculum and Teaching Committee, 1996-1997 
Professional Responsibility Committee, 1996-1998 
Legal Practice Committee, 1999-2000, 2003-2004 (Chair) 
Summer Administrative Committee, 2000, 2002-2003, 2005 
Educational Environment Committee, 2000-2001 
Scholarships and Awards Committee, 2000-2001 
Ad Hoc Dean's Advisory Committee on Military Recruiting and Community Norms, 2003-2004 
Faculty Research and Scholarship, 2007-2008 (Chair) 
Tenure Committee, 2009-2011 (Chair, 2010-2011) 
Clinics and Legal Practice, 2014 
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Ad Hoc Tenure Standards Review Committee, 2012\ 
Dean Search Advisory Committee, 2012-2013 
Student Selection, Recruitment, and Recognition, 2015-2016 
Building Committee, 2016-2018 

 
University: 

Academic Affairs Advisory Committee (under SACUA), 1987-1989 
Library Council (Law School representative), 1990-1992 
Electronic Resources Funding Committee, 1990-1991 
Senate Assembly Task Force on Legal Services to Faculty Members, Chair, 1991-1992 
Rackham Executive Board, 1993-1996 
Senate Assembly, 2001-2004 
Provost=s Task Force on the Campus Climate for Transgender, Bisexual, Lesbian, and Gay 
     (TBLG) Faculty, Staff, and Students (Chair), 2003-2004 
Office of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Affairs, Advisory Board, 2005-2006 
Diversity Council, 2005-2007 
Michigan Society of Fellows, Senior Fellow, 2006-2010 
Senate Advisory Committee on University Affairs (SACUA), 2006-2009 
      Faculty Hearing Committee, 2006-2010 
      Subcommittee on Tenure, 2006-2009      
      Military Officer Education Committee, 2006-2007 
      Academic Freedom Statement Committee (Chair), 2009 

General Counsel=s Advisory Committee (Chair), 2010-2014 
Rules Committee (Chair), 2014-1016 

Institutional Advisory Committee (policy on sexual harassment), 2010-2011 
Grievance Hearing Panel, 2018-2021 

 
Other at the University of Michigan: 

Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha Chapter of Michigan, 1969-present 
President, 1982-1983 

Michigan Research Club, 1978-present 
Women=s Studies, Advisory Committee for LGBTQ Certificate, 2007 

 
Outside the University of Michigan: 

American Academy in Rome, Fellow (1968) 
Alumni Trustee, 1987-1990; Trustee Emeritus, 1993-present 
Jury for School of Classical Studies, l988 (Chair), 2002-2004 
Executive Committee, Alumni Advisory Council, 2007-2010 

Michigan Classical Conference, Executive Committee, 1970-1972 
American Philological Association, Member 1968-present 

Editorial Board for Monographs, 1979-1982 
Publications Committee, l986-1989 
Lambda Classical Caucus, Life Member, 2004-present 
Women=s Classical Caucus, Life Member, 2004-present 
Professional Matters Committee, 2004-2006 
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Financial Trustee, 2010-2016 
American Society of Legal Historians, Member 1986-1991, 1999-2006 

Program Committee, 1985-1986, 2005-2006 
Surrency Prize Committee, 2003-2005 

Roman Law Society, Member, 1985-present 
The American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Fellow, 1993-present 
The American Bar Association, Associate Member, 2001-present 
The American Philosophical Society, Resident Fellow, 2003-present 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Humanities Panelist, 2006 


