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I. EDUCATION 

1990  Anthropology   Ph.D.     New York University 

1987  Anthropology   M.Phil.   New York University 

1985  Design and Apparel  M.A.    University of Minnesota 

1970  Biology    B.A.  New College 

 

II. ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

May 2010-  Professor, University of Michigan 

Sept 2014-  Associate Chair for African Studies, DAAS 

July 2013-June 2014 Associate Chair, Department of Afroamerican and African Studies (DAAS) 

Sept 2010-June 2012 Associate Chair, Department of Afroamerican and African Studies 

May 2002-April 2010 Associate Professor, University of Michigan 

1998-2002  Assistant Professor, University of Michigan 

1995-1998   Lecturer, Office of Population Research, Princeton University 

1994-1995  Visiting Lecturer, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria 

1994   Visiting Assistant Professor, Emory University 

1991-1993  Post-Doctoral Fellow, The Australian National University 

1991-1992  Visiting Lecturer, Ondo State University, Ado-Ekiti, Nigeria 

1987, 1989  Lecturer, New York University 

1987-1988  Research affiliate, University of Ibadan, Nigeria 

 

III. FIELD RESEARCH 

August 2014   Ethnographic research, Ghana 

May, June 2014   Ethnographic research, Ghana, Nigeria 

March, June 2014  Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

June 2013   Archival research, England 

March-April 2013  Ethnographic research, Nigeria, Ghana 

November 2012   Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

August 2012   Ethnographic research, Nigeria, Ghana  

June-July 2012   Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

May 2012   Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

February-March 2012  Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

February-March, June 2011 Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

May-July 2010   Ethnographic research, Nigeria, Ghana 

May-July 2009   Ethnographic research, Nigeria, Ghana 

February-March 2008  Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

June-August 2007  Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

January, August 2006  Ethnographic research, US 

February, July 2006  Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

July-September 2005  Ethnographic research, Nigeria 
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June-August 2004  Ethnographic research, Nigeria, Ghana 

Feb-April, June-July 2003 Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

June-August 2002  Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

January-March 2001  Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

July 2000   Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

June-July 1999   Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

June-July 1998   Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

January; June-August 1997 Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

June-September 1996  Ethnographic research, Nigeria, England 

September 1994-July 1995 Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

September-October 1993 Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

June 1991-May 1992      Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

June-July 1990   Ethnographic research, Nigeria  

September 1987-1988    Ethnographic research, Nigeria, Scotland, England 

February-March 1985  Ethnographic research, Nigeria 

 

 
IV. RESEARCH GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

2014  African Studies Center, University of Michigan, Research Award Grant 

2014  Department of Afroamerican and African Studies, UM, Research Award Grant 

2014  The Pasold Research Fund, Research Grant  

2013  Graham Institute, Supplementary Study Abroad Grant, University of Michigan 

2012-2013 Guggenheim Research Fellowship, Guggenheim Foundation 

2012-2014 Graham Institute, Integrated Assessment Award, University of Michigan (co-PI-N. Basu) 

2012  African Studies Center, University of Michigan, Archival Research Award Seed Grant 

2011-2012 Graham Institute, Integrated Assessment Pilot Study Award, UM (co-PI w/N. Basu) 

2011  Book Subvention Grant, OVPR, University of Michigan 

2010  OVPR, LS&A, University of Michigan, Research Grant 

2009  African Studies Center, University of Michigan, Research Seed Grant 

2009  The Pasold Research Fund, Research Grant  

2009  Book Subvention Grant, OVPR, University of Michigan 

2008-2009 ISAC Program Award, Office of International Programs, University of Michigan 

2007  IRWG Gender & Global Health Faculty Seed Grant, University of Michigan 

2005-2006 Fellow, Institute for the Humanities, University of Michigan 

2005 Fulbright Senior Research Fellowship, CIES 

2005  Advanced Studies Center, International Institute, University of Michigan 

2003-2004 GIEU Project Co-Leader, University of Michigan 

2002-2003 Getty Foundation Collaborative Research Grant  

2002  National Science Foundation Grant (No. BNS-0130355) 

2000 Rackham School of Graduate Studies Research Grant, UM 

1999 Preliminary Project Grant, OVPR, University of Michigan 

1999  MacArthur Foundation Grant, publication of edited volume 

1995-1998 Mellon Foundation Fellowship, Office of Population Research, Princeton University 

1997   Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research Grant 

1994-1995 Fulbright Scholarship Lecturing Award, Department of Sociology, 

 Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria 
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1991-1993 Mellon Foundation Post-doctoral Fellowship, Health Transition Centre and the 

Department of Demography, Australian National University 

1990  GSAS Travel Grant, New York University 

1989   Humanities Council Grant, New York University 

1989  African Studies Assoc. Arts Council, Travel Grant  

1988-1989 James Arthur Dissertation Fellowship, New York University 

1987-1988 Natural Science Foundation, Dissertation Grant (No. BNS-8710282) 

1986  Foreign Language Area Studies Grant (Yoruba), Yale University 

1985-1987 Kriser Fellowship, Tuition Fellowship, New York University 

1985 Graduate Student Fellowship, Smithsonian Institution 

1984  Graduate Student Fellowship, University of Minnesota 

 

 

V. PUBLICATIONS 

Books, Edited Volumes 

2013  Veiling in Africa, E. Renne, ed.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 

 

2010   The Politics of Polio in Northern Nigeria.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 

 

2005  Yoruba Religious Textiles: Essays in Honour of Cornelius Oyeleke Adepegba, E.  

Renne and B. Agbaje-Williams, eds.  Ibadan: Book Builders. 

 

2003  Population and Progress in a Yoruba Town.  Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh Press 

and Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press for the Intl African Institute. 

 

2001  Regulating Menstruation: Beliefs, Practices, Interpretations, E. van de Walle and E. 

Renne, eds.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

2000 Population and Development Issues: Ideas and Debates, J.A. Ebigbola and E. 

  Renne, eds.  Ibadan: African BookBuilders Ltd.  

  

1995 Cloth That Does Not Die: The Meaning of Cloth in Bunu Social Life.  Seattle:  

  University of Washington Press. 

 

Articles 

2014  Parallel Dilemmas: Polio Transmission and Political Violence in Northern Nigeria, 

  Africa 84(3): 463-83. 

  

2013a  The Motorcycle Sallah Durbars of Zaria, 2012, Anthropology Today 29(4): 12-16. 

 

2013b  Water Values in a Ghanaian Small-Scale Gold Mining Community, Human Organization  

  72(3): 199-210 (w/R. Long, T. Robins, M. Wilson, K. Pelig-Ba, M. Rajaee, A.Yee, E.  

  Koomson, C. Sharp, J. Lu, and N. Basu). 

 

2013c  The Kaduna Textile Industry and the Decline of Textile Manufacturing in Northern  

  Nigeria, 1955-2010, Textile History (with Salihu Maiwada) 44(2):171-96. 
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2012a  Educating Muslim Women and the Izala Movement in Zaria City, Nigeria. Islamic Africa 

  3(1): 55-86, www.islamicafricajournal.org.  

 

2012b  Polio in Nigeria. History Compass 10/7: 496-511, www.historycompass.org.  

 

2011a  The 1917 Polio Outbreak in Montpelier, Vermont, Vermont History 79(2):162-81. 

 

2011b  Multiple Metals Exposure in a Small-Scale Artisanal Gold Mining Community. 

Environmental Research 111(3):463-467 (Niladri Basu, Dong-Ha Nama, Edward 

Kwansaa-Ansah, Elisha Renne, Jerome Nriagu). 

 

2011c  Women’s Work, Health and the Environment in a Small-Scale Mining Site in  

  Northeastern Ghana. Women & Environments 86/87:13-16 (Elisha Renne, Niladri  

  Basu, Erin Gager, Elizabeth Koomson, Bianca Lee, Shuriah Lee, Aimee Leeth, Douglas  

  Manigault III, Mozhgon Rajaee, Ayesha Sajjad, Monique Smith, Allison Yee) 

 

2010  Occupational and Environmental Mercury Exposure Among Small-Scale Gold Miners 

  in the Talensi–Nabdam District of Ghana’s Upper East Region. Science of the Total  

  Environment 408:6079–6085 (w/ Yasaswi Paruchuri, Amanda Siuniak, Nicole   

  Johnson, Elena Levin, Katherine Mitchell, Jaclyn Goodrich, Elisha Renne, Niladri Basu) 

 

2009a  Consecrated Garments and Spaces in the Cherubim & Seraphim Church  

  Diaspora, Material Religion 5(1):70-87. 

 

2009b  Introduction (w/Allen Roberts). Guest editor, special issue of Material Religion, 

  African Christian Art in Africa and the Diaspora, 5(1):4-9. 

 

2009c   Sustainable Control of Water-Related Infectious Diseases: A Review and Proposal 

for Interdisciplinary Health-Based Systems Research, Environmental Health  

  Perspectives 117(7):1023-33 (with Stuart Batterman,
 
Joseph Eisenberg,

 
Rebecca  

  Hardin, Margaret E. Kruk,
 
Maria Carmen Lemos,

 
Anna Michalak, Bhramar Mukherjee,

  

  
Howard Stein, Cristy Watkins, and Mark L. Wilson) 

 

2008  Anniversary Cloths as Historical Markers of the Anglican Church in Ondo,  

  Nigeria. Textile: Journal of Cloth and Culture 6(2):156-75 (with Tunde Akinwumi) 

 

2007a  Mass Producing Food Traditions for West Africans Abroad, American Anthropologist 

109(4):616-25. 

 

2007b   New Technologies of Machine-Embroidered Robe Production and Changing   

  Work and Gender Roles in Zaria, Nigeria, Textile History 38(1):25-58 (with Salihu  

  Maiwada). 

 

2006a  Perspectives on Polio and Immunization in Northern Nigeria. Social Science 

  & Medicine 63(7):1857-69. 
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2006b  Abortion as Illegal Conduct and Its Sequelae. Curare: Studies in Ethnomedicine  

  29(1):81-95. 

 

2005  Childhood Memories and Contemporary Parenting in Ekiti, Nigeria. Africa 75:63-82. 

 

2004a  Dressing in the Stuff of Dreams: Sacred Dress and Religious Authority in  

Southwestern Nigeria.  C. Stewart, ed.  Dreaming 14 (2-3):120-35. 

 

2004b  Babban Riga Production and Marketing in Zaria, Nigeria, African Economic  

History 32: 103-122. 

 

2003  Yoruba Religious Textiles. The Nigerian Field 68:51-60 (with C.O. Adepegba).  

 

2002   Fundamentals of Fertility: Cosmology and Conversion in a Southwestern Nigerian Town, 

Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 8(3):551-69. 

 

2001a  Re-viewing Twinship in Africa. Ethnology 40(1):1-11. (Introduction to special 

issue, co-authored with M. Bastian). 

 

2001b  Twinship in an Ekiti Yoruba Town.  Ethnology 40(1): 63-78. 

 

2001c   Where Women Deliver: Rivalry in Obstetric Care in Zaria, Nigeria, Archives of  

  Ibadan Medicine 2(1): 8-11 (co-authored with Mairo U. Mandara). 

 

2000   Introduction to special issue: Sexuality and Generational Identities in Sub- 

Saharan Africa, E. Renne and K. Stewart, eds. Africa Today 47(3-4):vii-xii. 

 

1999a       Bicycle Decoration and Everyday Aesthetics in Northern Nigeria. African Arts 32  

  (2):46-51, 91-92 (co-authored with D.S. Usman). 

 

1999b  Perceptions of Sexual Behavior and Knowledge About Sexually Transmitted  

  Diseases Among Nigerian Adolescents.  International Family Planning  

  Perspectives 25(4):186-90; 195 (co-authored with M. Temin, F. Okonofua, F.  

  Omorodion, P. Coplan, H. Heggenhougen, and J. Kaufman). 

 

1998a  The Politics of the 1996 Cerebrospinal Meningitis Epidemic in Nigeria.  Africa  

  68(1):118-34 (co-authored with C.L. Ejembi and H.A. Adamu). 

 

1998b  Postinor Use Among Young Women in Southwestern Nigeria: A Research Note.  

  Reproductive Health Matters 6(11):107-14. 

 

1997a  Local and Institutional Interpretations of IUDs in Southwestern Nigeria.  Social 

  Science & Medicine 44(8):1141-148. 

 

1997b  “Traditional Modernity” and the Economics of Handwoven Cloth Production in 

Southwestern Nigeria. Economic Development and Cultural Change 45(4):773-92. 
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1997c  The Meaning of Contraceptive Choice and Constraint for Hausa Women in a Northern 

Nigerian Town. Anthropology & Medicine 4(2):159-175.  

 

1997d  Forum comment: The Limits to Health Intervention. Health Transition Rev 7(1):92-94.  

 

1997e  Changing Patterns of Child-spacing and Abortion in a Northern Nigerian Town. 

  Office of Population Research, Working Paper No. 97-1, Princeton University. 

 

1996a   The Pregnancy That Doesn’t Stay: The Practice and Perception of Abortion by  

  Ekiti Yoruba Women.  Social Science & Medicine 42(4):483-94. 

 

1996b  Perceptions of Population Policy, Development, and Family Planning in Northern 

  Nigeria.  Studies in Family Planning 27(3):127-36. 

 

1996c  Shifting Boundaries of Fertility Change in Southwestern Nigeria. Health Transition 

Review [Supplement] 6:169-190. 

 

1995  Houses, Fertility, and the Nigerian Land Use Act.  Population and Development 

  Review 21(1):113-26. 

 

1994a   An Anthropological Approach to Fertility Change, Working Papers Series, No.  

  48. Department of Demography, Australian National University. 

 

1994b  Things That Threaten: A Symbolic Analysis of Bunu Yoruba Masquerades. RES  

  26:100-12. 

 

1993a  Condom Use and the Popular Press in Nigeria. Health Transition Review 3:41-56. 

 

1993b  Changes in Adolescent Sexuality and the Perception of Virginity in a  

  Southwestern Nigerian Village. Sexual Networking and HIV/AIDS in WestAfrica,  

  Health Transition Review [Supplement] 3:121-33. 

 

1993c    An Anthropological Approach to the Demographic Analysis of Child Fostering  

  in Nigeria.  Proceedings, Vol. 4, pp. 327-42, IUSSP 1993 conference, Montreal. 

 

1993d  Gender Ideology and Fertility Strategies in an Ekiti Yoruba Village. Studies in  

  Family Planning 24(6):343-53. 

 

1993e  “All Right, Vegemite!”—The Everyday Constitution of an Australian National Identity.  

Visual Anthropology 6(2):139-155. 

 

1992a  Polyphony in the Courts: Child Custody Cases in Kabba District Court, 1925- 

  1979.  Ethnology 31(3):219-32. 

 

1992b  The Decline of Bunu Yoruba Women’s Weaving. Textile History 23:87-96. 
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1992c  Aso Ipo: Red Cloth from Bunu.  African Arts 25(3):64-69, 102. 

 

1991  Water, Spirits, and Plain White Cloth.  Man 26(4):709-722. 

 

1990  If Men Are Talking, They Blame It on Women.  Feminist Issues 10:37-49. 

 

1986 Hausa Artifacts. African Arts 19(4):54-59. 

 

Book Chapters 

2013a  Aìní obìnrin kò seé dáké lásán, bí a dáké lásán, enu níí yo ni: Women’s Leadership  

  Roles in Aládŭrà Churches in Nigeria and the USA. In: African Traditions in the Study  

  of Religion, Diaspora, and Gendered Societies, A. Adogame, E. Chitando, and B.  

  Bateye, eds. Surrey: Ashgate, pp. 99-114 (co-authored w/Mojúbàolú Olúfúnké Okome). 

 

2013b  The Hijab as Moral Space in Northern Nigeria. In:  Fashion and Power in Africa, Karen  

  T. Hansen and D. Soyini Madison, eds. Oxford: Bloomsbury Academic, pp. 92-107. 

 

2013c  Disability and Wellbeing in Northern Nigeria. In: Reframing Disability and Quality of  

  Life: A Global Perspective, N. Warren and L. Manderson, eds.  Dordrecht: Springer, pp.  

  39-59. 

 

2013d  Veiling/Counter-veiling in Sub-Saharan Africa. In: Veiling in Africa, E. Renne, ed.  

  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 1-12. 

 

2013e  Intertwined Veiling Histories in Nigeria. In: Veiling in Africa, E. Renne, ed.  

  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 58-81. 

 

2012  What to Wear? Dress and Transnational African Identity in Detroit. In: West African  

  Migrations: Transnational and Global Pathways in a New Century, O. Vaughan and O.  

  Okome, eds. New York: Palgrave, pp. 77-100. 

 

2011a   The Ambiguous Ordinariness of Yoruba Twins. In: Twins in Africa and Diaspora  

  Cultures: Double Trouble or Twice Blessed, Phil Peek, ed. Bloomington: Indiana  

  University Press, pp. 306-26.  

 

2011b  A Women’s Fertility Strategy: The Practice and Perceptions of Abortion by Ekiti Yoruba  

  Women. In Shaping Our Struggles: Nigerian Women in History, Culture, and Social  

  Change, O. Nnameka and C. Korieh, eds. Trenton NJ: Africa World Press, pp. 213-29. 

 

2010a  Contemporary Wedding Fashions in Lagos, Nigeria.  In Contemporary African Fashion,  

  S. Gott and K. Loughran, eds.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 66-85. 

 

2010b  Figured and Empty Space: An Aesthetics of Textiles and Dress in Nigeria. In: African  

  Lace, B. Plankensteiner & N. Adediran, eds. Vienna: Museum of Ethnologie, pp. 71-89. 
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2009  Anthropological and Public Health Perspectives on the Polio Eradication Initiative in  

  Northern Nigeria. In: Anthropology and Public Health: Bridging Differences in Culture  

  and Society, R. Hahn and M. Inhorn, eds, Oxford Univ. Press, pp. 512-38. 

 

2006    The Culture of Development in a Southwestern Nigerian Town. In: Developing Cultures:  

  Case Studies, L. Harrison and P. Berger, eds. New York: Routledge, pp. 43-62.   

 

2005a   Introduction. In: Yoruba Religious Textiles, E. Renne and B. Agbaje-Williams,  

eds.  Ibadan: Book Builders, pp. 1-21. 

 

2005b  Visions of Sacred Textiles in a Yoruba Aladura Church. In: Yoruba Religious  

Textiles, E Renne and B Agbaje-Williams, eds. Ibadan: Book Builders, pp 209-31. 

 

2005c  “Let your garments always be white”: Expressions of the Past and Present in  

Yoruba Religious Textiles.  In: African Religion and Social Change: Essays in  

Honor of John Peel, T. Falola, ed. Durham: Carolina Academic Press, pp. 139-63. 

 

2004a  Gender Roles and Women’s Status: What They Mean to Hausa Muslim Women  

in Northern Nigeria.  In: Qualitative Demography: Categories and Contexts in  

Population Studies. S. Szreter, A. Dharmalingam, and H. Sholkamy, eds.  Oxford:  

Oxford University Press, pp. 276-94. 

 

2004b   From Khaki to Agbada: Dress and Political Transition in Nigeria. In: Fashioning  

Nations: Clothing, Politics, and African Identities in the 20
th
 Century, J. Allman, ed.  

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 125-43. 

 

2003a  Changing Assessments of Abortion in a Northern Nigerian Town.  In: Abortion in 

  a Changing World, A. Basu, ed.  Westport CT: Praeger, pp. 119-38. 

 

2003b   Hausa Hand-Embroidery and Local Development Projects in Northern Nigeria,  

  Proceedings, Textile Society of America Biennial Symposium.  

 

2001a  Introduction (E. Renne and E. van de Walle).  In: Regulating Menstruation:  

  Beliefs, Practices, Interpretations, E. van de Walle and E. Renne, eds.  Chicago:  

  University of Chicago Press, pp. xiii-xxxvii. 

 

2001b  “Cleaning the Inside” and the Regulation of Menstruation in Southwestern  

  Nigeria. In: Regulating Menstruation: Beliefs, Practices, Interpretations, E. van  

  de Walle and E. Renne, eds.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, pp. 187-201. 

 

2001c  “Our Great Mother…Tied This Cloth”:  Pelete-Bite Cloth, Textile Collections,  

and Kalabari Identity. In: Cloth is the Center of the World: Nigerian Textiles, Global 

Perspectives, S. Torntore, ed.  St. Paul: Goldstein Gallery, Univ of Minn, pp 29-41. 

 

2000a  Nigeria’s “Demographic Delusion” and the 1991 Census Exercise in a Southwestern 

Nigerian Town.  In: Population and Development Issues, J.A. Ebigbola and E. Renne, 
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eds.  Ibadan: African Book Builders Ltd, pp. 303-320. 

 

2000b   Cloth and Conversion: Yoruba Textiles and Ecclesiastical Dress.  In: Undressing 

  Religion: Commitment and Conversion from a Cross-Cultural Perspective, L. 

  Arthur, ed.  Oxford: Berg, pp. 7-24. 

 

1998 History, Anthropology, and Traditions of Burial. In: The Multi-Disciplinary 

  Approach to African History: Essays in Honour of Ebiegberi Joe Alagoa,  N.  

  Ejituwu, ed.  Port Harcourt: Univ. of Port Harcourt Press, pp. 309-330. 

 

1996  Virginity Cloths and Vaginal Coverings in Ekiti, Nigeria.  In: Clothing and Difference: 

Embodied Identities in Colonial and Post-Colonial Africa, H. Hendrickson, ed. Duke 

University Press, pp. 19-33. 

 

1995a  Becoming a Bunu Bride: Bunu Ethnic Identity and Traditional Marriage Dress. 

  Dress and Ethnicity, Berg Publishers, pp. 117-137. 

 

1995b  The Transformation of Men Into Masquerades and India Madras Into  

  Masquerade Cloth in Buguma, Nigeria.  In: Proceedings: Contact, Crossover,  

  Continuity.  Textile Society of America Biennial Symposium, pp. 53-62. 

 

Book Reviews 

2013a  The Predicament of Blackness: Postcolonial Ghana and the Politics of Race, Jemima  

  Pierre. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2013; Choice. 

2013b                Chasing Polio in Pakistan: Why the World’s Largest Public Health Initiative May Fail,  

                          Svea Closser, Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, 2010; Medical Anthropology  

                          Quarterly 27(2):b44-b46. 

2012a  The Politics of Dress in Somali Culture, Heather Akou. Bloomington IN: Indiana  

  University Press, 2011; H-Net Reviews (January) 

  URL: http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=34576  

2012b  Mother is Gold, Father is Glass: Gender and Colonialism in a Yoruba Town, Lorelle D.  

  Semley. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2010.  International Journal of African  

  Historical Studies 44(2):19-20. 

2012c  Osogbo and the Art of Heritage, Peter Probst, Indiana University Press; Choice (March). 

2012d  Bodies, Politics, and African Healing: The Matter of Maladies in Tanzania, Stacey  

  Langwick. Bloomington: Indiana Univ Press, 2011. American Ethnologist 39(2): 467-68. 

2012e  Political Spiritualities: The Pentecostal Revolution in Nigeria, Ruth Marshall. Chicago:  

  University of Chicago Press, 2009. Journal of the Royal  Anthropological Institute (n.s.)  

  18: 497-98. 

2012f  The Enculturated Gene: Sickle Cell Health Politics and Biological Difference in West  

  Africa, Duana Fullwiley. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2011. Anthropology  

  Quarterly 85(3): 957–66. 

2012g  The Copyright Thing Doesn’t Work Here, B. Boateng, Minneapolis: University of  

  Minnesota Press, 2011. Journal of African History 53(2):270-271. 

2012h   Textiles and Textile Production in Europe from Prehistory to AD 400, Margarita  

  Gleba and Ulla Mannering, eds. Oxbow Books, 2012. Choice (November). 

http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=34576
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2011a  The Hausa of Nigeria. F. Salamone. University Press of America; Choice 48(5):952. 

2011b  Being and Becoming Hausa: Interdisciplinary Perspectives. Anne Haour and Benedetta  

  Rossi, eds. Leiden: Brill, 2010; Choice. 

2011c  Reproducing Race: An Ethnography of Pregnancy as a Site of Racialization,  

  Khiara Bridges, Berkeley: University of California Press, 2011; Choice 49.2 (October).  

2010a  Remains of Ritual: Northern Gods in a Southern Land.  S. Friedson. Chicago: University  

  of Chicago Press; Choice 47(11): 2153-2154. 

2010b  Love in Africa, J. Cole and L. Thomas, eds. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2009;  

  African Studies Review 53(1):213-214. 

2010c  Birth Models That Work, R. Davis-Floyd et al. Berkeley: University of California Press,  

  2009. Choice 47(7):1332. 

2009a  Spirit, Structure, and Flesh: Gendered Experiences in African Instituted Churches  

  Among the Yoruba of Nigeria, D. Crumbley, Wisconsin University Press, 2008;  

  Journal of Religion in Africa 39(2): 221-222. 

2009b  Made in Mexico: Zapotec Weavers and the Global Ethnic Art  

  Market, W. Wood, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2008. Choice 46(11):2164. 

2009c  Painting for the Gods: Art and Aesthetics of Yoruba Religious Murals, B. Campbell,  

Trenton NJ: African World Press, 2008; African Studies Review 52(2):227-228. 

2008a  Monique and the Mango Rains, Kris Holloway. Long Grove, IL:  

  Waveland Press, 2007. American Ethnologist (www.aaanet.org/anthrosource). 

2008b  Embodying Honor: Fertility, Foreignness, and Regeneration in Eastern Sudan,  

A. Fadlalla, Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2007; Choice 45(11):1989. 

2008c  Intestines of the State: Youth, Violence, and Belated Histories in the  

  Cameroonian Grassfields, N. Argenti, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007;  

  Choice 46(3):578. 

2007a  Yoruba Identity and Power Politics, T. Falola and A. Genova, eds. Univ of  

  Rochester Press, 2006; Intl Journal of African Historical Studies 40(1):178-179. 

2007b  Cloth in West African History, C. Kriger, Altamira Press, 2006; Choice 44(10):1808.  

2007c  A Culture of Corruption: Everyday Deception and Popular Discontent in Nigeria,  

  Daniel Smith.  Princeton University Press, 2007; Choice 25(3):524. 

2007d  Mapula: Embroidery and Empowerment in the Winterveld, Brenda  

  Schmahmann. David Krut Publishing, 2006; De Arte 75:89-91. 

2007e  Global Pharmaceuticals: Ethics, Markets, and Practices, A. Petryna, A.  Lakoff, and A.  

  Kleinman, eds. Princeton University Press, 2006; Comparative Studies in Society  

  and History 49: 742-743. 

2006a  Farmers and Townspeople in a Changing Nigeria: Abakaliki During Colonial  

  Times (1905-1960), Simon Ottenberg. Ibadan: Spectrum Books, 2005. Choice  

  43(8):1459. 

2006b   Halving Hunger, Pedro Sanchez et al.  New York: Earthscan Publications  

   Ltd/Millennium Project, 2005. Choice 43(8):1442. 

2006c  Yoruba Creativity: Fiction, Language, Life and Songs, T. Falola and A. Genova.   

Trenton, NJ: African World Press, 2005.  Intl Journal of African Historical Studies. 

2006d  Menstruation: A Cultural History, A. Shail and G. Howie, eds. Basingstoke,  

Hampshire & New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2005. Social History of Medicine  

19(2):353-354. 
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2006e   Female Circumcision: Multicultural Perspectives, Rogaia Mustafa Abusharaf, ed.  

  Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006.  Choice 44(2):337. 

2006f     Female Circumcision and the Politics of Knowledge: African Women in  

  Imperialist Discourses, Obioma Nnaemeka, ed. Westport CT: Praeger 2005, The  

  Journal of African History 47(3):501-502. 

2006g  The Genius Factory: The Curious History of the Nobel Prize Sperm Bank, David Plotz.  

  Random House, 2005; Choice 43(11/12): 2035. 

2005a  Mapping Yorùbá  Networks: Power and Agency in the Making of Transnational  

Communities. K. Clarke. Durham: Duke University Press, 2004. Journal of  

Colonialism and Colonial History 6(1). 

2005b   Bodywork: Dress as Cultural Tool: Dress and Demeanour in the South of Senegal. J.  

Andrewes.  Leiden: Brill, 2005.  Choice (May). 

2005c   Undivided Rights: Women of Color Organize for Reproductive Justice. J Silliman, 

M. Fried, L. Ross, and E. Gutiérrez. Cambridge: South End Press, 2004. Choice. 

2004a                Black Women in the Field: Experiences Understanding Ourselves and Others  

Through Qualitative Research, G. Generett and R. Jeffries, eds. Cresskill, NJ 

Hampton Press, 2003.  Anthropology & Education Quarterly 35:1. 

2004b  Kinshasa in Transition: Women’s Education, Employment, and Fertility. D. 

Shapiro with B. Oleko Tambashe. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003.  

Journal of African History 45(3):516-517. 

2003a   The Underneath of Things: Violence, History and the Everyday in 

Sierra Leone.  M. Ferme.  Berkeley:  University of California Press, 2001. 

  Comparative Studies in Society and History 45(2):424-25. 

2003b  Folayegbe M. Akintunde-Ighodalu: A Public Life.  L. Denzer. Ibadan: Sam  

Bookman Publishers, 2001.  H-West Africa (June 30). 

2003c  Contingent Lives: Fertility, Time, and Aging in West Africa. C. Bledsoe.  Chicago:  

University of Chicago Press, 2002.  Population Studies 57:227-28. 

2002a        Yoruba Hometowns: Community, Identity, and Development in Nigeria.  L. 

Trager.  Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2001.  International Journal of 

African Historical Studies 34(3):664-65. 

2002b  The Bluest Hands: A Social and Economic History of Women Dyers in Abeokuta  

(Nigeria), 1890-1940.  J. Byfield. Portsmouth NH: Heinemann, 2002. 

International Journal of African Historical Studies 35(2-3):612-14. 

2001    A Plague of Paradoxes: AIDS, Culture, and Demography in Northern Tanzania. 

P. W. Setel.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999.  Medical Anthropology  

Quarterly 15(1):127-29.  

2000a               Cloth, Dress, and Art Patronage in Africa. J. Perani and N.H. Wolff. Oxford,  New  

  York: Berg Publishers 1999. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 6:537-8. 

2000b  Childbirth and Authoritative Knowledge: Cross-Cultural Perspectives.  R.E. 

Davis-Floyd and C. Sargent, eds.  Berkeley, CA: University of California  

Press, 1997; African American Midwifery in the South: Dialogues of Birth, Race,  

and Memory.  G. J. Fraser.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1998; and 

Reading Birth and Death: A History of Obstetric Thinking.  J. Murphy-Lawless. 

Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1998.  Medical Anthropology 

Quarterly  14(2):277-81. 

 



Elisha P. Renne                                                                         

  

 

12 

 
  

2000c   Plundered Kitchens, Empty Wombs: Threatened Reproduction and Identity in the 

Cameroon Grassfields. P. Feldman-Savelsberg.  Ann Arbor: University of  

Michigan Press, 1999. American Ethnologist 27(2):521-3. 

1999   The Anthropology of Pregnancy Loss: Comparative Studies in Miscarriage,  

Stillbirth, and Neonatal Death.  R. Cecil, ed.  Oxford: Berg Press, 1996. 

American Ethnologist 26(2):500-1. 

1998 The Gelede Spectacle: Art, Gender, and Social Harmony in Africa.  B. Lawal.  

Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1996. African Arts 31(1):90-91.  

1996      Space, Text, and Gender: An Anthropological Study of the Marakwet of Kenya. H. L. 

Moore.  Social Science and Medicine 43(12):1840. 

1994     The Social Basis of Health and Healing in Africa, S. Feierman and J. Janzen, eds.  

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1992.  Health Transition Review 4(1). 

1993  History, Design, and Craft in West African Strip-Woven Cloth. Washington, D.C.: 

Smithsonian Institution Press, 1992.  African Arts 26(3):30-1, 83, 88. 

1992  Religion in Calabar. R. Hackett. Canberra Anthropology 15(1):126-8. 

1990 Creation and Procreation: M. Weigle. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 

1989. Journal of Anthropological Research 46(2):195-97. 

 

Other Publications 

Polio, Science, and Politics, Science and Politics: An A to Z Guide to Issues and Controversies, B. 

Steele, ed. CQ Press/Sage Books, August 2014. 

 

Veils and the Hajj, Berg Encyclopedia of World Dress and Fashion, J. Eicher, ed. Oxford: Berg Press,  

 April 2014. 

 

Hijab Fashions in Northern Nigeria, Berg Encyclopedia of World Dress and Fashion, J. Eicher, ed.  

 Oxford: Berg Press, April 2014. 

 

Parallel Dilemmas: Polio Transmission and Political Violence in Northern Nigeria, Africa 84(3): 463-83, 

             Report: Gage Issues in Context. Nigeria: Global Issues in Context Online Collection, 2014 

http://find.galegroup.com/gic/portalSearch.do?portalId=C0126&userGroupName=winn16583&prodId=G

IC, accessed 28 September 2014 (reprint). 

 

Sir Ahmadu Bello and the Kaduna Textile Industry, booklet for exhibit held at Arewa House, Kaduna, 

Nigeria, November 2012. 

 

Fundamentals of Fertility: Cosmology and Conversion in a Southwestern Nigerian Town. In: World  

 Christianity, Elizabeth Koepping, ed. London: Routledge, 2010 (reprint). 

 

Small-Scale Gold Mining in Northeastern Ghana, Alliances, No. 3 pp. 4-5, (Fall) 2010. 

 

Extraordinary Vision and the Two Sides of Cloth. In: Visual Sense, A Cultural Reader, Elizabeth  

 Edwards and Kaushik Bhaumik, eds.  Oxford: Berg Publishers, 2008 (reprint). 

 

Bednet Use and Malaria Knowledge in Zaria City, Nigeria. Journal of the International Institute  

 15(2):5, (Spring) 2008. 

http://find.galegroup.com/gic/portalSearch.do?portalId=C0126&userGroupName=winn16583&prodId=GIC
http://find.galegroup.com/gic/portalSearch.do?portalId=C0126&userGroupName=winn16583&prodId=GIC
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Change of Perspective Benefits Survivors in Northern Nigeria, Post-Polio Health 24(1):8, 2008. 

 

Giving Women Credit: Government Loan Programs and Women’s Work in Zaria, Nigeria.  

 ASUP Journal 1(1):109-22, 2008. 

Body Adornment & Clothing: Fashion, New Encyclopedia of Africa, 2007, pp. 250-51. 

 

Symbols and Symbolism: An Overview, New Encyclopedia of Africa, 2007, pp. 256-60. 

 

Polio and Associations for the Disabled in Nigeria, Journal of the Intl Institute 13(2):8-9, 2006. 

 

Rethinking Polio Immunization in Northern Nigeria, Anthropology News 47(1):48-49 (Jan) 2006. 

 

Women, Gender and Health: Population Planning, Policies and Practices in Sub-Saharan Africa.  In: 

Encyclopedia of Women & Islam. Leiden: Brill, 2005. 

 

Ecclesiastical Dress.  In: Encyclopedia of Clothing and Fashion.  Farmington Hills, MI: Charles  

Scribner’s Sons, 2004, pp. 395-400. 

 

Photograph, in “Playful Performers,” National Museum of African Art, Washington, DC, 2004. 

 

Life & Times of Pa Francis Adeyanju of Itapa-Ekiti, E. Renne, ed.  Ibadan: Book Builders 2003. 

 

Debt Relief in Nigeria, Letter to the Editor, New York Times, 23 August 2000, p. A24. 

 

Development in Southwestern Nigeria from a Local Perspective: Building the Itapa-Ikole Road. 

              Journal of the International Institute 7(2): 6-7, 22, (Winter) 2000. 

 

Generational Identity and Sexuality, Anthropology News 41(2): 51-52, (February) 2000. 

 

 

List of Works in Press 

 

In press  Photography, Hajj Things, and Spatial Connections Between Mecca and Northern  

  Nigeria, Photography and Culture, scheduled for publication, 2015. 

 

In press  Interpreting Population Policy in Nigeria, invited submission for edited volume,  

  Reproductive States: Global Perspectives on the Invention of Population Policy in the  

  20th Century, R. Solinger, M. Nakachi, eds., University of California Press, submitted  

  January 2013. 

 

In press  Small-Scale and Industrial Gold Mining Histories in Nangodi, UER, Ghana, invited  

  submission for the Journal of West African History, submitted August 2013; resubmitted  

  31 March 2014; accepted 21 June 2014. 

 

In press  Craft, Memory, and Loss: Hand-Embroidery in Zaria City, Nigeria, invited submission  

  for edited volume,  Taking Stock: Anthrology, Craft and Artisans in the 21st Century,  
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  C.Wilkinson-Weber and Alicia Ory deNicola, eds., Bloomsbury Academic Press, 

  submitted January 2013. 

 

 

List of Works Submitted for Publication   

Submitted Polio Vaccination, Political Authority, and the Nigerian State, invited submission for  

  edited volume, Vaccination between Research, Health Politics, and Nation, in the series 

  Studies for the Society for the Social History of Medicine (Pickering & Chatto) 

 

Submitted Yoruba Angels and Other Flying Beings, invited submission for edited volume on 

African Christian Art, Nick Bridger, ed., submitted Nov 2012, resubmitted July 2013. 

 

Submitted Book review: The History of Blood Transfusion in Sub-Saharan Africa, W.  

  Schneider, Athens, Ohio University Press, 2013; Journal of African History. 

 

Submitted Book review: AIDS Doesn’t Show Its Face: Inequality, Morality, and Social  

  Change in Nigeria, D. Smith, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 2014;  

  Choice. 

 

List of Works in Progress 

Summer 2014   Sopona, Social Relations, and the Political Economy of Colonial Smallpox Control in  

  Ekiti, Nigeria, invited submission for edited volume, Beyond the Margins: The Political  

  Economy of Life in Modern Africa (Essays in Honor of Jane I. Guyer), W. Adebanwi, ed. 

 

Summer 2014 Small-Scale Gold Mining, Alternative Livelihoods, and Development in Nangodi,  

  Ghana, manuscript in preparation. 

 

Summer 2014 Treating Ear Infections, Malnutrition, and Primary Health Care in Nigeria, manuscript  

  to be submitted to edited volume, The Medical Continuum:  African Pluralisms in the  

  21
st
 Century, William Olsen and Walter van Beek. 

 

Summer 2014  Veils, Turbans, and Islamic Reform in Northern Nigeria, manuscript in preparation. 

 

Fall 2014 Uniforms as Identity, Uniforms as Disguise: The Movement and Use of Uniforms in 

  Nigeria, manuscript in preparation. 

 

Fall 2014 Trees and Landscape Histories of Nangodi, Northeastern Ghana, manuscript in  

  preparation. 

 

 

VI. PAPERS PRESENTED 

Population Policy and the Unintended Consequences of Family Planning Initiatives in Nigeria, invited  

 lecture, Population Studies Center Brown Bag, University of Michigan, October 2014. 

 

Hajj Journeys and the Acquisition of New Textile/Text Practice, invited conference presentation, Muslim  

 Studies Program, Michigan State University, East Lansing, March 2014. 
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Treating Ear Infections, Malnutrition, and Primary Health Care in Nigeria, presented at the  

 African Studies Association meeting, Baltimore, MD, November 2013. 

 

Polio Vaccination, Political Authority, and the Nigerian State, invited presentation at the workshop,  

 Vaccination between Research, Health Politics, and Nation, University of East Anglia,  

 November 2013. 

 

Gold Mining Histories in Nangodi, UER, Ghana, paper presented at the International Conference of  

 African Studies, Institute of African Studies, University of Ghana-Legon, Ghana, October 2013. 

 

Polio in Nigeria, invited talk presented at workshop on the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, Médicins  

 sans Frontières, Paris, France, October 2013. 

 

Population Policy and the Unintended Consequences of Family Planning Initiatives in Nigeria, invited  

 lecture presented at the Working Group in Anthropology and Population series, Brown  

 University, Providence, October 2013. 

 

Small-Scale/Industrial Gold-Mining, Migration, and Mercury in Nangodi, Nabdam District, UER,  

 presented at Workshop, Integrated Assessment of Water  Sustainability, Infrastructural Inequality,  

 and Health in Small-Scale Gold Mining Communities in Ghana, University of Ghana, Legon,  

 Ghana, April 2013. 

 

Population Policy and the Unintended Consequences of Family Planning Initiatives in Nigeria, invited 

Doran Lecture speaker, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, March 2013. 

 

Discussant:  Humanitarianism and Human Rights: Conceptualizing Development, Security, and Justice in 

Africa. African Studies Association meetings, Philadelphia, December 2012. 

 

Yoruba Angels and Other Flying Beings, presented at the conference, The Kevin Carroll Conference on  

 African Christian Art, Dromantine Conference Centre, Northern Ireland, 5-6 October 2012. 

 

Fashion and Dress, Time and Cultural Change: From Oil-Boom Fashions to Dress in the Time of the 

Prophet, invited paper, at Wenner-Gren Foundation symposium, Cultural Evolution—Patterns of 

Cultural Change and Diversification, Wenner-Gren Center, Stockholm (Sweden), Sept. 2012. 

 

Craft and Anthropological Production, Time and Memory in Zaria City, Nigeria, invited paper presented  

 at workshop,  Taking Stock:  Anthropology, Craft and Artisans in the 21
st
 Century, Washington  

 State University, July 2012. 

 

Polio in Nigeria, invited lecture, African Studies Program, University of Notre Dame, April 2012 

 

Conflicting Agendas in the Smallpox Eradication Program in Nigeria, African Studies Association  

               meeting, Washington, DC, November 2011. 

 

Final Phase of Polio Eradication in Nigeria. 2011 Fall Research Discussion Series, Center for Global 

 Health, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, September 2011. 



Elisha P. Renne                                                                         

  

 

16 

 
  

Photography, Hajj Things, and Spatial Connections Between Mecca and Northern Nigeria, panel chair  

 and organizer, Creating a Sense of Place: Spatial Connections and Photography in Africa, Arts  

 Council, African Studies Association (ACASA) Triennial, UCLA, Los Angeles, March 2011. 

 

Political Ideology and Veiling in Nigeria, paper presentation, panel chair/organizer: Veiling and  

 Beyond in Africa, African Studies Association meeting, San Francisco, November 2010. 

 

Veil/Turban/Gender and Material Expressions of Piety in Northern Nigeria, African Studies seminar 

 series, Northwestern University, November 2010. 

 

Veil/Turban/Gender and Material Expressions of Piety and Status in Northern Nigeria, presented at 

 Gender, Material Culture, and Cultural Diplomacy, University of Toronto, October 2010. 

 

Quicksilver and Gold in Ghanaian Mining Communities, CAAS at 40 conference, UMich, April 2010. 

 

Smallpox and Polio Eradication Campaigns in Northern Nigeria: Global Strategies, Local Realities,  

Critical Global Health Seminar, Johns Hopkins University, February 2010. 

 

Hijabs and History in Northern Nigeria, African Studies Center Brown Bag series, Michigan State 

University, January 2010. 

 

Hijabs and History in Northern Nigeria, CAAS Brown Bag series, Univ of Michigan, January 2010. 

 

Morbidity, Mobility, and the Moral Geography of Polio in West Africa, Society for Medical 

Anthropology workshop: Polio Histories, “Geographies of Blame,” & Global Health, Workshop 

chair, Yale University, September 2009. 

 

What to Wear? Dress and Transnational African Identity, Symposium on Transnational Africa,  

 Bowdoin College, December 2008. 

 

Wearing the Hijab: Dressing Moral Space in Northern Nigeria, paper for the American Anthropological 

Association meetings, San Francisco, November 2008. 

 

Contesting Yoruba Religious Heritage in Nigeria, Institute of the Humanities, University of Michigan, 

November 2008. 

 

Discussant: Interaction’s Footprint: Visual Form and Historic Relationships in the Niger-Benue 

Confluence.  African Studies Association meetings, Chicago, November 2008. 

 

Exit Interviews, Medical Records, and “Lying Subjects” in Assessments of Abortion in Nigeria,  

 Workshop on Child Loss, University of Edinburgh, September 2008. 

 

Immunization in Zaria, Northern Nigeria, Global Immunization Division, Centers for Disease Control  

and Prevention, Atlanta, GA, July 2008. 

 

The Politics of Polio Eradication, plenary session, Society for Medical Anthropology spring  
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 meeting, Memphis, March 2008. 

 

Islam and Immunization in Northern Nigeria, African Studies Centre, Leiden, March 2008. 

 

Hometowns, Associations, and Concepts of Home in Africa and the African Diaspora, panel chair. 

African Studies Association meetings, New York City, October 2007. 

 

Consecrated Garments and Spaces in the Cherubim and Seraphim Church Diaspora; panel chair: African  

 Christian Art in Africa and the Diaspora, ACASA Triennial, University of Florida, Gainesville,  

 FL, March 2007. 

 

Queen Amina Embroidery-Nigeria, keynote speaker, Weave A Real Peace, St. Croix, MN, May 2006. 

 

Nigerian White Garment Churches, “At Home” and Overseas, CAAS at 35 Conference, University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor, April 2006. 

 

The Character of Cloth and Moral Imagination in Yoruba Religious Thought, Institute for the 

Humanities, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, January 2006. 

 

Islam and the Polio Immunization Campaign in Northern Nigeria, African Studies Association  

and the Middle Eastern Studies Association meetings, Washington DC, November 2005. 

 

Mass Producing Food Traditions for Nigerians Abroad, American Anthropological Association  

meetings, Washington DC, November 2005. 

 

Self and Spirit: Yoruba Religious Dress and the Materiality of Divinity in Africa and its  

 Diaspora, Conference: Self and Subjectivity, Open University, Edinburgh, Sept 2005. 

 

New Technologies of Machine-Embroidered Robe Production, Department of Industrial  

 Design, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria, September 2005. 

 

Abortion as Illegal Conduct and Its Sequelae, Conference: Reproductive Disruptions,  

 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, May 2005.  

 

Yoruba Twins: From Dangerous to Beneficial and Back, Twinning/Splitting Symposium,  

  Newcomb Art Gallery, Tulane University, New Orleans, January 2005. 

 

Concepts of Population and Development in Southwestern Nigeria, Population Studies Center 

Seminar Series, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, October 2004. 

 

Texts/Textiles and the Exchange of Yoruba Engagement Letters, ACASA Triennial conference,  

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, April 2004. 

 

Politics and the Polio Immunization Program in Northern Nigeria, Walker Conference on Political  

 Affairs, The Current State of Africa, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, March 2004. 
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The Culture of Development in a Yoruba Town, Culture Matters Research Project Conference,  

Tufts University, Medford, MA, March 2004. 

 

The Production of Babban Riga in Zaria, Nigeria, as an African Niche Economy, African Studies 

Association meetings, Boston, MA, October 2003. 

 

Yoruba Religious Textiles, CAAS Library Talk, University of Michigan, October 2003. 

Childhood Memories and Contemporary Parenting in Ekiti, Nigeria, American Anthropological 

Association meetings, November 2002. 

 

Forms of Cloth and Religious Life in Southwestern Nigeria, Department of Anthropology Works in 

Progress Series, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, November 2002. 

 

Hausa Hand-Embroidery and Local Development Projects in Northern Nigeria, Textile Society of 

America Biennial meetings, Smith College, Northampton, MA, September 2002. 

 

Yoruba Sacred Textiles, Nigerian Field Society, Ibadan, Nigeria, August 2002. 

 

Hajera at the Hospital: Changing Patterns of Child Morbidity and Access to Health Care in a Northern 

Nigerian Town, IUSSP seminar, Macro-Meso-Micro: Changing Patterns of Child Morbidity and 

Access to Health Care, Yaoundé, Cameroon, June 2002. 

 

Discussant, Workshop: Youth Policy and the Policies of Youth in Africa, Program in International 

Cooperation in Africa, Northwestern University, May 2002. 

 

Reading the Qur’an in Northern Nigeria: Redefining Women’s Place, CEW Lecture Series,  

 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, March 2002. 

 

“Fear Eats the Soul”: The Ambiguities of Escalating Violence in a Northern Nigerian Town. Workshop: 

Nigeria’s Ambiguous Transitions, Program in African Studies, Northwestern Univ., Dec 2001. 

 

Anthropology in Precarious Times: Doing Research in Northern Nigeria and Elsewhere, Colloquium 

Series, Department of Anthropology, Northwestern University, Dec 2001. 

 

Didactic Dramas: Interpreting Family Planning Educational Films and Videos Produced in Southwestern  

 Nigeria. American Anthropological Association meetings, Washington DC, Nov 2001. 

 

From Khaki to Agbada: Dress and Political Transition in Nigeria. African Studies Association meetings, 

Houston, TX, November 2001. 

 

Child-Spacing and Abortion in a Northern Nigerian Town, Population Studies Center Colloquium Series, 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, October 2001. 

 

“Our Great Mother…Tied This Cloth”: Pelete-Bite Cloth, Textile Collections, and Kalabari Identity, 

Goldstein Gallery, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, 16 September 2001. 
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Discussant, Islam, Population, and Identity in Comparative Development, Population Studies  

 Center workshop, Brown University, Providence, 10 May 2001. 

 

Giving Women Credit: Government Loan Programs and Women’s Work in Zaria, Nigeria, Program in 

African Studies workshop, Northwestern University, 4-5 May 2001. 

 

 

Producing Population Knowledge in Nigeria: Educational Dramas, the Department of Population 

Activities, and the State.  IUSSP seminar, The Production and Circulation of Population 

Knowledge, Brown University, Providence, 20-24 March 2001. 

 

Schooling in Concepts of Cleanliness and Dirt in Southwestern Nigeria. American Anthropological 

Association annual meetings, San Francisco, November 2000. 

 

Discussant, Women’s Health in Nigeria Symposium, Africans on Health Care, The Health of Africans, 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 4 April 2000. 

 

Textiles and Trade Mark Texts in Nigeria.  Material Processes: Textiles and Texts in the African 

Diaspora, CAAS/MASI workshop, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, March 2000.  

 

Demographic Anthropology and the 1991 Nigerian Census.  Population Studies Center Seminar Series, 

Brown University, February 2000. 

 

Twinship Re-viewed in an Ekiti Yoruba Town.  African Studies Association meetings, Philadelphia, PA, 

November 1999. 

 

Discussant, Cultural and Gendered Perspectives on Health and Healing, African Studies Association 

meetings, Philadelphia, PA, November 1999. 

 

Discussant, Chair: In Remembrance of Times Past: Generational Identity and Sexuality in Africa. 

American Anthropological Association annual meetings, Chicago, Nov1999. 

 

Gender Roles and Women’s Status: What They Mean to Hausa Muslim Women in Northern Nigeria, 

IUSSP Seminar on Social Categories, Cairo, Egypt, September 1999. 

 

Cloth and Conversion, Department of Anthropology Works in Progress Series, University of Michigan, 

Ann Arbor, February 1999. 

 

Social Change, Uncertainty, and Fertility in a Southwestern Nigerian Town, Population Studies Center, 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, February 1999. 

 

Fundamentals of Fertility: Cosmology and Conversion in a Southwestern Nigerian Town, American 

Anthropological Association annual meetings, Philadelphia, December 1998. 

 

Social Change, Uncertainty, and Fertility in a Southwestern Nigerian Town, IUSSP Seminar on Fertility, 

Nairobi, Kenya, November 1998. 
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Cloth and Conversion: Yoruba Textiles and Ecclesiastical Dress, Eleventh Triennial Symposium on 

African Art, New Orleans, April 1998. 

 

“Cleaning the Inside” and the Regulation of Menstruation in Southwestern Nigeria, Internet Conference 

on Menstrual Regulation, University of Pennsylvania, February 1998. 

 

Considering Questionnaire Responses: An Analysis of Survey Interactions, African Studies  

 Association meetings, Columbus, OH, November 1997. 

 

Traditional Birth Attendants and Modern Midwives in a Northern Nigerian Town, American 

Anthropological Association annual meetings, San Francisco, November 1997. 

 

Discussant, Family Planning in Sub-Saharan Africa, Population Association of America annual meetings, 

Washington, DC, March 1997. 

 

Premarital Pregnancy and Paternity in Zaria, Nigeria, ASA meetings, San Francisco, November 1996. 

 

Discussant, Subjectivity and Statistics: Anthropologists’ Work with Numbers, American Anthropological 

Association annual meetings, San Francisco, November 1996. 

 

The Meaning of Contraceptive Choice and Constraint for Hausa Women in a Northern Nigerian Town, 

Changing Contraceptive Technologies: Joint International Conference, University College, 

Stockton, England, September 1996. 

 

Gender Relations and Fertility Decline in Southwestern Nigeria (co-author, A. Bankole), Population 

Association of America annual meetings, New Orleans, May 1996. 

 

Perceptions of Population and Development in Northern Nigeria, Society for Applied Anthropology, 

Baltimore, March 1996. 

 

Changing Assessments of Abortion in a Northern Nigerian Town, IUSSP seminar, Socio-Cultural and 

Political Aspects of Abortion, Trivandrum, India, March 1996. 

 

The Practice and Perception of Abortion in Nigeria.  Office of Population Research seminar series, 

Princeton University, Princeton, March 1996. 

 

Three Funerals and a Wedding: Images of Tradition and Modernity in Yoruba Fashion. African  

 Studies Association annual meetings, Orlando, FL, November 1995. 

 

Shifting Boundaries of Fertility Change in Southwestern Nigeria, the Continuing Demographic 

Transition, John C. Caldwell Seminar, Canberra, Australia, August 1995. 

 

Do Foster Children Work More?  Perceptions of Work, Education, and Child Fostering in Southwestern 

Nigeria, Population Assoc of Am meetings, San Francisco, April 1995. 
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Childbirth Practices and Hospitalization in Zaria City, Department of Sociology Seminar Series, Ahmadu 

Bello University, Zaria, April 1995. 

 

Structural Adjustment and the Fashion for Handwoven Dress in Southwestern Nigeria, African Studies 

Association annual meetings, Toronto, November 1994. 

 

Fashions in Fertility: Local and Institutional Perceptions of IUDs, SSRC seminar, Local Values and 

Global Visions, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, February 1994. 

 

The Importance of Being Clean: Changing Perceptions of Parenting and Family Size in Southwestern  

 Nigeria, IUSSP seminar; Values/Fertility Change, Institut Kurt Boesch, Sion, Switz, Feb. 1994. 

 

The Decline and Resurgence of Women’s Weaving in Ekiti Nigeria, Institute of African Studies, Emory 

University, Atlanta, January 1994. 

 

The Stolen Pregnancy: Rumors of Reproduction, ASA annual meetings, Boston, December 1993. 

 

An Anthropological Approach to the Demographic Analysis of Child Fostering in Nigeria, IUSSP 

conference, Montreal, August 1993. 

 

The Decline and Resurgence of Women’s Weaving in Ekiti, Nigeria, workshop: Cloth, the World 

Economy, and the Artisan, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH, April 1993. 

 

Conversations with a Yoruba Traditional Healer: The Diagnosis and Treatment of Reproductive Illness in 

a Nigerian Town, Health Transition Centre, Australian National University, Canberra, Oct 1992. 

 

The Pregnancy That Doesn’t Stay: The Practice and Perception of Abortion by Ekiti Yoruba Women, 

 Department of Demography Seminar Series, Australian National University, June 1992. 

 

From Virginity Payments to Unhealthy Virgins, Seminar Series, Health Transition Centre, Australian 

National University, Canberra, Australia, May 1991. 

 

Gender and Weaving: Why Men Weave in Bunu Yoruba Society, University of Ibadan, July 1990. 

 

Women, Water, and White Cloth, AAA annual meetings, Washington, D.C., November 1989. 

 

Polyphony in the Courts: Child Custody Cases in Kabba District Court, 1925-1975, ASA, Atlanta, 1989. 

 

The Decline of Bunu Yoruba Women’s Weaving, University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria, June 1988. 

 

Other Presentations, Interviews 

Interview: posted by Sarah Stillman, “The political fight again polio,” New Yorker, 5 June 2014 

http://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/the-political-fight-against-polio  

 

Interview: posted by Amber Hildebrandt, “Nigeria’s Boko Haram insurgency thwarting UN war on 

polio,” CBC News, 2 June 2014 http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/nigeria-s-boko-haram-insurgency-

http://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/the-political-fight-against-polio
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/nigeria-s-boko-haram-insurgency-thwarting-un-war-on-polio-1.2657209
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thwarting-un-war-on-polio-1.2657209  

 

Exhibition organizer, presenter: Sir Ahmadu Bello and Kaduna Textile Ltd., A Historical Exhibit,  

Arewa House, Kaduna, Nigeria, 9 November-8 December 2012 

 

Guest speaker: The Riz Khan Show, Al-Jazeera Television Network, 25 September 2008. 

 

VII. COURSES TAUGHT  

Winter 2006    Community Drama and Health    University of Michigan 

Winter 2005, 2007, 2009, 2012  Theory & Practice in Medical Anthropology    

Fall 2004, W ‘07, ‘09, ‘10, ’11, ‘12 Maternal/Child Health, Environment & Pollution in Africa  

Fall ‘03, ‘06, ‘08, ‘09, ‘10, ’11, ’13; Childbirth and Culture    University of Michigan 

    Winter 2005     

Winter 2002    Anthropology of Childbirth   

Winter 2010, Fall 2013   Anthropology and Development  

Spring 2014    DAAS Global Course Connection: Small-Scale Gold-Mining &  

     Health in Ghana 

Spring 2010    CAAS Study-Abroad: Small-Scale Gold-Mining & Health 

     in Ghana 

Fall 2001, 2002, 2009, 2010  Africa and Its Diaspora     

Winter 2000    African Textiles, History & Social Life  

Fall, Winter 1999, 2004   Introduction to Anthropology    

Winter 1999    Demographic Approaches to Anthropology    

Fall 1998, 2003    Contemporary African Societies   

Fall 1998, ‘04, ‘06, ‘08; Winter ‘00, ‘02  African Women 

 

 

Spring 1997, 1998   Qualitative Research Methods  Princeton University 

Fall, spring 1996   Women and Development    

Fall 1995         Culture and Development       

 

 

1994/1995       Introduction to Demography        Ahmadu Bello University 

        African Society and Culture   

 

Spring 1994    Arts of Africa, Native America, Oceania    Emory University 

     African Textiles and Social Life 

 

 

1991/1992    Sociology of the Family    Ondo State University 

     Social and Cultural Change   

 

Winter 1990    African Art at the Brooklyn Museum      The Brooklyn Museum 
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Fall 1989    Human Society & Culture   New York University 

      Women and Men 

1987/1989    Family and Kinship     

 

 

 

VIII. PEER REVIEWS      

 Journals          

Africa       Human Organization 

Africa Today       Ìrìnkèrindo: A Journal of African Migration 

African Journal of Reproductive Health     International Family Planning Perspectives 

African Studies Review      International Political Quarterly 

American Anthropologist     Intl Journal in African Historical Studies 

American Ethnologist     Intl Journal of Peace and Development Studies 

American Journal of Public Health   Journal of Anthropological Research 

Anthropology & Medicine    Journal of Commun Med &Health Education 

Anthropology Quarterly     Journal of Family Issues 

Anthropology Today     Journal of Gender Studies 

Journal of Women in History    Journal of Population Research  

Body and Society     Journal of Religion and Popular Culture 

BMC Health Services Research    Journal of Religion in Africa 

Comparative Studies in Society & History  Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 

Contraception      Medical Anthropology 

Critical Public Health     Population and Development Review 

Cultural Anthropology     Reproductive Health Matters  

Current Anthropology     Sexuality and Culture 

Economic Development and Cultural Change  Signs 

Ethnos       Social Forces 

Expedition      Social Science & Medicine 

Feminist Issues      Studies in Family Planning 

GEFAME      Women & Gender 

Gender and History     Women in International Development 

Global Public Health     World Development   

Health Transition Review    Women & Health  

Health, Risk & Society     WAGADU 

Health & Health Policy 

 

Books        H-West Africa 

African Arts       Journal of African History 

African Studies Review     Journal of Religion in Africa 

American Ethnologist     Journal of Anthropological Research 

Anthropology & Education Quarterly    Journal of Colonialism & Colonial History 

Anthropology Quarterly     Intl Journal of African Historical Studies 

Canberra Anthropology     JRAI 

Choice       Medical Anthropology Quarterly 

Comparative Studies in Society & History  Population Studies 
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Books (cont.) 

De Arte       Social History of Medicine 

Health Transition Review    Social Science & Medicine 

H-Arts                    

 

 
Grant proposals     Manuscripts 

ACLS        Indiana University Press 

Fulbright       Smithsonian Institution Press 

MacArthur Foundation     Blackwell Press 

National Science Foundation     Guttmacher Foundation 

Pasold Foundation      Palgrave 

Wellcome Foundation     UN Research Institute for Social Development 

Wenner-Gren Foundation    5 Continents Editions, Milan 

      

PhD, External Reviewer    Nominations     

Aaron Denham, University of Alberta, 2008  Carnegie Foundation 

Kennedy Alatinga, University of the Western Cape, 

    South Africa, 2014 

 

Art Competitions 

Artist Selection Committee-2014-2015, International Folk Art Market, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

 

External Promotion Case Reviewer     

 

Barnard College     St. Thomas University 

Brock University     University of British Columbia 

Brown University     University of Kansas 

Cornell University     University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 

Indiana University     University of Vermont 

Middlebury College    Virginia Commonwealth University 

MIT      Washington State University 

Michigan State University    Wesleyan University 

Smithsonian Institution       

     

 

IX. PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES      

 

African Studies Association           Intl Union for the Scientific Study of Population     

American Anthropological Association   Nigerian Studies Association    

Arts Council, African Studies Assoc   Society for Medical Anthropology 

Association for Africanist Anthropology  Textile Society of America   

American Ethnological Society      Women’s Caucus, African Studies Association   
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X. COMMITTEES AND EDITORIAL BOARDS 

 

University of Michigan    National 

Population Studies Center, Faculty Affiliate Associate Editor, Indiana University Press series, 

UM-GHRT, Faculty Affiliate  (2010-2012)        African Expressive Culture  

      Board member, African Studies Assoc. (2005-2008) 

      Deputy editor, Journal of Religion in Africa 

XI. AWARDS 

 

Distinguished Faculty Fellow of Sustainability, 2013-2015, Graham Institute, University of Michigan 

 

Finalist, 1
st
 place, 2011 Nigerian Association, African Studies Association, The Politics of Polio in  

  Northern Nigeria 

 

Finalist, 1996 Herskovits Award, African Studies Association, Cloth That Does Not Die 

 

 

 

XII. CONSULTANCIES 

 

Winter 1997   STDs Study among Nigerian Adolescents in Benin Nigeria-Rockefeller Foundation 

 

Summer 2000   Social Clubs & Condom Distribution in Ado-Ekiti, Nigeria, Packard Foundation 

 

Winter 2001   Wrapped and Draped: Alternative Fashions, Goldstein Gallery-University of  

  Minnesota 

 

Winter 2007   Africa-Dot-Com: Drums to Digital, Glass Curtain Gallery, Columbia College, Chicago  

 

Spring 2007   Inscribing Meaning, National Museum of African Art, Smithsonian Institution  

 

Fall 2007  African Fashion/International Style, Museum of African Art, New York, NEH 

 

Winter 2008 Bridges for Africa/Vital Voices project, Queen Amina Embroidery (women’s  

  embroidery cooperative) in Zaria City, Nigeria 

 

Spring 2012 Médecins sans Frontières and the Ministry of Health, Nigeria: Conference, Health,  

  Environment, and Gold Mining in Zamfara State, Nigeria 

 

Summer 2013 Development of The Center For International Textiles & Dress at the Museum of  

  International Folk Art, Santa Fe, New Mexico, meeting (1 August 2013) 

 

Fall 2014 Artist Selection Committee, International Folk Art Market, Santa Fe, New Mexico 


