
 
PROVIDING FEEDBACK AND GRADES TO SECOND LANGUAGE LEARNERS: SUPPLEMENT 4 

Using Error Codes to Respond to an L2 Paper  

This document uses the codes provided in the Supplement 3: Error Code List to mark some language 
errors in an L2 paper.  

The assignment asked students to investigate how an English idiom was used historically and in current 
society. This student chose to study “face the music” and the handout includes the first page of the 
student’s paper.  We chose to use this section mainly because of the apparent language issues and the 
fairly effective use of rhetorical strategies.  

The feedback included in this handout is part of the instructor’s first round of feedback. The instructor 
later went over the written feedback with the student in an instructor-student conference.  

When you read the paper, you will notice this student can express himself/herself in English fairly clearly. 
For students at this level, the instructor can be more indirect and leave the student more space to self-
correct. For example, when the student mistakenly used “their” for “they,” no error code was given. The 
instructor simply left a green highlight to draw the student’s attention. But there are quite a few 
determiner related errors. The instructor used the code DETC, MDET (See Supplement: The Error Type 
List for a comprehensive description of all error codes) to give students hints on what the problem is 
there. A pink highlight is used for an entire sentence because this goes beyond the L2 language scope. 
The sentence is not wrong, but not as effective as it could be. The instructor then gave more direct 
suggestions on how to restructure this sentence.  
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/UMICH/sweetland/Home/Downloads/ProvidingFeedbackAndGradesToSecondLanguageStudents/Supplement3_ErrorCodeList.pdf
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