
CREATIVE WRITING AND LITERATURE 
HONORS REQUIREMENTS 

 
 
A student whose overall academic record meets the eligibility criteria for honors and whose 
creative work models originality and the promise of mastery in their chosen genre may apply for 
an honors thesis. Honors theses are typically 75-100 pages of polished fiction or creative 
nonfiction, or a collection of 25 or more poems. The student and their faculty advisor will 
determine the exact length and content of the final thesis.  
 
To be eligible to apply for honors, a student must demonstrate exceptional skill in the art and craft 
of prose, poetry, or creative nonfiction. The student must have completed a minimum of two 
Residential College creative writing classes, although honors students typically complete three or 
more by the start of their thesis sequence. The student also must hold a GPA of at least 3.4 
overall.  
 
Students who meet the above criteria are eligible to apply for the honors thesis project in the 
winter term of their junior year. The deadline is March 18th. To apply, students shall submit: 
 

• A writing sample (10 pages of prose or 5 poems) that represents the student’s best, most 
polished work. 

• A brief statement (1-2 pages) describing the honors project. Applicants should also include the 
name of a faculty member they wish to request as their thesis advisor. 

 
Email submissions or questions about the submittal process to Christopher Matthews: 
cmatt@umich.edu 

 
The Honors Committee, consisting of faculty in the Creative Writing program, will judge the 
student’s work on its quality, originality, and promise of mastery in their chosen genre. The 
Committee reviews all honors applications after the submission deadline. Students are notified of 
the Committee’s decision in late March or early April. If the planned project is accepted for 
honors, the Committee will assign a faculty thesis advisor to the student.  

 
Honors Theses require a two-semester commitment. Students enroll in RCCORE 490 for the fall 
term and RCHUMS 426 for the winter term. A passing grade in RCCORE 490 earns a Y grade, 
indicating that the thesis work will continue into the next semester. At the end of the second term, 
the Y grade converts to the grade earned in RCHUMS 426. Exceptions to the two-semester 
requirement are rare but may be discussed with the thesis advisor. 
 
When the honors thesis project is complete (typically the last week of March or the first week of 
April of the senior year), the student’s honors thesis advisor and one other member of the 
Residential College’s Creative Writing faculty (a “second reader”) will determine if the project 
qualifies for honors and, if so, what level of honors the student receives. Honors thesis students 
also participate in a public reading with fellow thesis students at the end of the winter term 
(typically the second week of April). 


