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Message from
the Chair

BY VONNIE C. McLOYD

The Developmental Program is vibrant and bus-
tling with activity. In Fall 2014, Whitney Mattson
and Matthew Stevenson joined us to begin their
postdoctoral studies, supported by the NICHD De-
velopmental Psychology Training Grant. We also
welcomed four new doctoral students whose pro-
files, along those of Whit and Matt, appear in this
newsletter. They are highly talented and energetic,
and their pathways to graduate study in develop-
mental psychology are unusually diverse and fasci-
nating (one has a law degree, another is pursuing a
PhD while also earning her MD). We appreciate
their diligence and ingenuity in our recruitment of
students and the novel and amusing social events
they organized throughout the year.

Recruitment Weekend was full of good cheer
and showcased the intellectually rich, diverse, and
supportive training environment that distinguishes
our program. It was also highly successful. We are
delighted that seven new students will enter the
Developmental Program in Fall 2015—Josefina Ba-
nales (lllinois Wesleyan), Kevin Constante Toala
(CUNY), Vaness Cox (University of Missouri-
Columbia), Petal Grower (SUNY-Binghamton), Dan-
ielle Labotka (University of Chicago), Jazmine Powell
(University of Michigan), and Sarah Stilwell (Univer-
sity of Michigan). In addition, two students entering
the Joint Program in Social Work and Psychology in
the fall will affiliate with the Developmental Pro-
gram—Berenice Castillo (University of Southern Cal-
ifornia) and Joyce Lee (Columbia University).

During the past year, our students and faculty
racked up a lengthy list of noteworthy accomplish-
ments, honors, and awards. Special kudos to Kai
Cortina and Pamela Davis-Kean on their promotions
to Full Professor. Many of our students competed
successfully for prestigious external (e.g., NSF) and
intramural fellowships and research awards.
Tissyana Camacho is this year’s recipient of the Ha-
gen-Stevenson Dissertation Award, named for Pro-
fessor Emeritus John Hagen and our esteemed late
colleague, Harold Stevenson.

Congratulations to all of you! Your many ac-
colades are a tremendous source of pride for the
Developmental Program and the Department.

Hats off to our students who completed the
program this year—Selin Golgoz, Matthew Kim,
Lauren Reed, and Ju-Hyun Song. Others are near-
ing completion— Ninive Sanchez, Wylie Wan, and
Amber Williams. We wish you the best as you
begin the next stage of your careers as postdoc-
toral fellows and assistant professors. Keep in
touch and continue the tradition of stellar and
meaningful scholarship.

The University of Michigan reception at the
2015 meeting of SRCD in Philadelphia was a high-
spirited and well-attended affair. Social media
does not appear to have diminished the pleasure
we derive from this biennial opportunity to chat,
reminisce, and catch up on what’s happening in
the lives of our friends and colleagues. There was
a somber moment at the reception when Rebecca
Levine Coley, an alumnus, made an impromptu
tribute to Lois Wladis Hoffman, who passed away
in February 2015. Lois had a long and distin-
guished career at Michigan, which included a stint
as Chair of the Developmental Area. Many thanks
to John Hagen for sharing his remembrances and
photographs of Lois in this newsletter. Plans are
underway for a memorial service in the depart-
ment to honor Lois’ professional contributions, but
details have not been finalized.
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Welcome New Students!

COLLECTED BY JAIME MUNOZ VELAZQUEZ

Francheska Alers-Rojas

Prior Institution: University of Puerto
Rico Law School.

What were you doing before coming
to the University of Michigan? | was
a Program Assistant at the Center for
Latin American and Caribbean Stud-
ies and a research assistant in Dr. Ro-
sario Ceballo’s lab and Dr. David
Cordova’s Prevention Research and
Health Equity Lab at the School of
Social Work.

Current Advisors: Dr. Rosario Ceballo

Research Interests: | am broadly in-

terested in the intersections of soci-

oeconomic status, race and ethnicity
and child development.

A teacher that changed the way you
felt about learning? | had a 9" and
10" grade Spanish Literature teacher
who ignored exam scores when as-
signing final grades. Instead, she re-
warded class participation, critical
thinking and pushed us outside our
comfort zone.

If you were not in developmental
psychology what endeavors would
you be pursuing instead? | would
have continued working as a civil liti-
gation attorney, probably in immi-
gration law or a related field.

One thing you are looking forward
to doing this summer? | am looking
forward to spending some time in
Puerto Rico with my friends and fam-
ily.

Favorite thing about Michigan so
far? | love that there are so many
things to do around campus that |
have to prioritize the lectures, work-
shops and events | can go to.

What are some of your hobbies or
recreational interests? | enjoy prac-
ticing Aikido, reading biographies and
fiction novels and cooking (a lot of
Puerto Rican food).

If you could have any superhuman
ability, what would it be?

Teleportation.
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Janelle Davis
Prior Institution: Kalamazoo College.

What were you doing before coming
to the University of Michigan? |
completed undergrad and then took
a year off to work in a barbeque
joint/brewery learning to butcher
and preserve meat.

Current Advisors: Dr. Rona Carter &
Dr. Gearhardt (B Advisor)

Research Interests: | am interested
in the socialization of eating disor-
ders. | am hoping to delve into male
disordered eating and better under-
stand how it might differ and what
childhood/adolescent factors con-
tribute to those differences.

A teacher that changed the way you
felt about learning? My aunt is a first
grade and special education teacher.
She has dedicated her whole life to
teaching. Even when she was at
home she’d include me on craft pro-
jects for her kids or grading. She is
also constantly giving it her all. | hope
to be able to emulate her drive and
commitment when | teach.

If you were not in developmental
psychology what endeavors would
you be pursuing instead? During my
year off, | seriously contemplated go-
ing to culinary school instead of grad
school. If | were not here | would
have been on my way to a cooking
degree and eventually a small local-
focus restaurant.

One thing you are looking forward
to doing this summer? This summer |
am returning to Thailand for two
weeks to visit my host family and see
my friend’s graduation from nursing
school.

Favorite thing about Michigan so
far? The incredible people I've gotten
to meet and work with has probably
been my favorite part so far.

What are some of your hobbies or
recreational interests? | love cooking
and usually tend to go a little crazy
on breaks with new recipes. | also re-
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Welcome New Students Continued...

ally enjoy hiking with my dog and
camping.

If you could have any superhuman
ability, what would it be? Teleporta-
tion; | love traveling and the money |
could save by using teleportation
would be AWESOME!

Jaime Mufoz Velazquez

Prior Institution: California State
University, Fullerton.

What were you doing before coming
to Michigan? | worked in the Fuller-
ton Twin Studies Center at CSUF. |
worked on various twin studies that
examined social behaviors.

Current Advisor: Chris Monk

Research Interests: The impact of
perceived racism on brain develop-
ment and affective function in ado-
lescence.

A teacher that changed the way you
felt about learning? Mrs. Morin and
Mr. Prutter, both were my English
teachers in High School. They chal-
lenged me to be a better student and
to give 110% of me in everything that
| do.

If you were not in developmental
psychology what endeavors would
you be pursuing instead? | would be

working on becoming a life coach
and a children’s book writer©.

Favorite thing about Michigan so
far? My favorite thing about Michi-
gan would be the beautiful seasons—
especially the summer.

What is one thing you are looking
forward to doing this summer? | am
looking forward to spending time
outdoors and participating in some
fun river activities.

What are some of your hobbies or
recreational interests? | enjoy
swimming. Itis a very relaxing activi-
ty. |l also enjoy photography, taking
candid pictures of people in their
surroundings.

If you could have any superhuman
ability, what would it be? | would
want the ability to fly around outer
space.

Jennifer Sun

Prior Institution: University of Michi-
gan, Ann Arbor.

What were you doing before coming
to the University of Michigan? | have
been at the University of Michigan
since 2007 (8 years!), so before | was
here, | was in high school and danc-

ing in a pre-professional dance com-
pany. ©

Current Advisor: Jacqui Smith

Research Interests: Psychosocial
predictors of health among older
adults.

A teacher that changed the way you
felt about learning? Dr. Chris Peter-
son, my undergraduate research ad-
visor, taught me that some of the
most important lessons in life are
learned outside the classroom. His
trademark saying was “Other people
matter,” and | try to live by those
words every day.

If you were not in developmental
psychology what endeavors would
you be pursuing instead? Going to
culinary school and opening up a
bakery with my best friend.

One thing you are looking forward
to doing this summer? Traveling to
Switzerland with my friends.

Favorite thing about Michigan so
far? The weather. Just kidding. All
the amazing restaurants! Full tea

service at TeaHaus. Bubble tea at
Sweetology. Churros at Aventura.

What are some of your hobbies or
recreational interests? Choreo-

graphing dances for the med school
musical, baking with my roommate,
watching videos of golden retriever

puppies.

If you could have any superhuman
ability, what would it be?

Time travel.
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Whit Mattson

Prior Institution: University of Mi-
ami, Ph.D. & M.S.; University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, B.A.

What were you doing before start-
ing your post-doc position at the
University of Michigan? Completing
my PhD at the University of Miami in
Miami, FL.

Faculty Advisor: Chris Monk

What are your research interests
and what current projects are you
working on? My research focuses on
how early experiences in early in life
impact social and emotional devel-
opment throughout childhood, ado-
lescence, and emerging adulthood. In
particular, | examine how these ex-
periences result in neural changes
during the perception and processing
of others’ facial expressions and re-
lated displays of affect. Further, I'm
interested in documenting when
neural and behavioral differences re-
sult in problematic behavioral trajec-
tories and psychopathology, such as
anxiety and depression. | have sec-
ondary interests in new approaches
to trajectory modeling, eye-
tracking/computer vision, and ma-
chine learning.

Welcome Postdocs!

COLLECTED BY JAIME MUNOZ VELAZQUEZ

If you were not in developmental
psychology, what would you be do-
ing instead? | would likely either be a
professional chef or a starving pod-
caster.

Favorite thing about Michigan so
far? Being back in a place where
there are seasons—a hot cup of cider
and a heavily spiced donut on a be-
low freezing day!

What are some of your hobbies or
recreational interests? Running,
cooking, reading - especially bad fan-
tasy and science-fiction novels.

What is one thing you are looking
forward to doing this summer?
Training for and completing a half
marathon.

Fun fact about yourself: | lived in In-
donesia for 3 months and travelled
for 2 months through the interior of
Mexico and Central America (alas |
still can’t speak competent Spanish).

Best advice you can give to graduate
students currently pursuing a PhD?
Do not get too focused on the minu-
tiae of a single project and forget to
keep moving ever forward. Also—if
you can manage it—wait till your dis-
sertation is defended to be a new
parent!

Matt Stevenson

Prior Institution: Arizona State Uni-
versity, Ph.D.; University of New
Mexico Health Sciences Center, clini-
cal internship; University of Roches-
ter, B.A.

What were you doing before start-
ing your post-doc position at the
University of Michigan? Completing
my Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology.

Faculty Advisor: Brenda Volling

What are your research interests
and what current projects are you
working on? | am interested in the
role of fathers in child development
and developmental psychopathology.
More specifically my research focus-
es on three main areas: 1) advancing
foundational attachment theory as it
relates to father-child relationships;
2) the unique impact of fathers on
the development of children’s self-
regulation and social skills; and 3) the
vulnerability of fathering and fathe-
child relationships to marital conflict
and family risk.

If you were not in developmental
psychology, what would you be do-
ing instead? Completing a masters in
brewing science at UC Davis, appren-
ticing at a brewery, and opening up a
local craft brewery with an attached
artisanal cheese shop and bakery. |
will be needing bakers and cheese-
makers folks...

Favorite thing about Michigan so
far? The people here are probably
the nicest of any place that | have
lived. | am going to add in food as
well because Ann Arbor has tons of
great places to eat.

What are some of your hobbies or
recreational interests? MUSIC, brew-
ing beer, hiking, reading, wanting to
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learn about making cheese and basic
gardening.

What is one thing you are looking
forward to doing this summer? |
have never lived in this part of the
country, so definitely checking out
the Great Lakes.

Fun fact about yourself: | used to
work summers as an electrical engi-
neer for my friend’s dad’s company

that built huge industrial automated
machines. If you have used a Clinique
eye-liner brush, | helped make the
machine that puts in the bristles. If
you like Yankee Candles, | helped
make the machine that puts on the
lids in production.

Best advice you can give to graduate
students currently pursuing a PhD?
Be stubborn and do not give up when

s
Al
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you have a setback or you are told
you cannot do something (although
not when your advisor says so!). | did
not match for clinical internship the
first time and was devastated, but
was able to get out an extra paper in
the unplanned “extra” year of grad
school. Ultimately this put me in a
better position for a post doc.
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Enjoying life during the LIFE academy in Berlin. This photo was taken in front of the world famous Brandenburg Gate.
From left to right: Alanna Epstein (CPEP), Ziyong Lin (CCN), Steven Roberts (Developmental), Wylie Wan (Developmental), Lauren
Reed (Developmental), Abigail Williams (Developmental), Bill Chopik (P&SC), Francisco Velasquez (Developmental)

Toni Antonucci having a good laugh with Eleanor Seaton at
the SRCD Michigan Reception. Dr. Seaton was a post-doc at
the Program for Research on Black Americans at UofM!
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The 2014 Cohort. From left to right: Jennifer
Sun, Francheska Alers-Rojas, Jaime Mufioz
Veldzquez, Janelle Davis
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Professional & Personal Milestones

FACULTY AWARDS & HONORS

Margaret Evans received an
NSF/Wellcome Trust planning grant ti-
tled "The Contribution of Natural Histo-
ry Museums to Science Education in the
United States and the United Kingdom"
(2014-2015).

Susan Gelman was chosen to receive
the 2016 G. Stanley Hall Award for Dis-
tinguished Contribution to Develop-
mental Psychology (APA Division 7).
This award is based on the scientific
merit of the individual’s work, the im-
portance of the work for opening up
new empirical or theoretical areas of
developmental psychology, and the im-
portance of the work in linking devel-
opmental psychology with issues
confronting the larger society or with
other disciplines.

East Hall Auditorium 1324 was officially
named the Dr. Wilbert (Bill) J.
McKeachie in honor of his lifelong dedi-
cation to the University of Michigan.

Vonnie Mcloyd received the 2014
CSES Award for Distinguished Leadershi
p in Psychology from the American Psy-
chological Association. CSES Leader-
ship Awards recognize the outstanding
achievements of psychologists and
friends of psychology who have made
significant contributions to the under-
standing of SES and the lives and well-
being of the poor by promoting
scientific understanding of the impact
of poverty and SES on health, educa-
tion, and human welfare; developing
applications of psychology that address
the effects of SES on psychological de-
velopment and well-being; and/ or ad-
vocating for social policy that will
alleviate or reduce disparities among
SES groups.

COLLECTED BY KIMBERLY BRINK

Frederick Morrison, Pam Davis-Kean
and Bill Gehring received an NSF
grant titled "Exploring the effects of
schooling on brain and behavioral
measures of executive functioning”
(7/2014-6/2017).

Frederick Morrison’s article “Longi-
tudinal relations between parental
writing support and preschoolers’
language and literacy skills,” pub-
lished in Reading Research Quarterly,
48(4), 387-401 (Oct/Nov/Dec 2013),
was selected as the winner of the
2015 ILA Dina Feitelson Research
Award.

John Schulenberg served as a mem-
ber of the Institute of Medi-
cine/National Research Council
Committee on Improving Health,
Safety, and Well-Being of Young
Adults and completed a consensus
study report concerning future re-
search and social policy recommen-
dations for improving the transition
to adulthood. This report, enti-

tled Investing in the health and well-
being of young adults (Washington,
DC: The National Academies Press,
2014) was released October
2014:http://iom.edu/Reports/2014/I
nvesting-in-the-Health-and-Well-
Being-of-Young-Adults.aspx.

Brenda Volling and Matt Stevenson
were chosen by the Jacobs Founda-
tion to join a group of scholars for a
week-long residence at Marbach Cas-
tle. They will be working with Daniel
Paquette from the University of
Montreal and Natasha Cabrera from
the University of Maryland to devel-
op an observational coding scheme
for father-child interaction that will
be made available to others conduct-
ing research on fathers.

Henry Wellman published Making
Minds: How Theory of Mind Develops
(2014, Oxford University Press) in Oc-
tober. He also held a book signing for
its release at SRCD in March.

CURRENT STUDENT AWARDS &
ACHIEVEMENTS

Maria Arredondo received a Journal
of Cognitive Neuropsychology Stu-
dent Travel Award to attend the
fNIRS conference. She was also an
invited research fellow to the Sum-
mer School Workshop on Language
Development sponsored by the Eu-
ropean Society for Cognitive Psy-
chology (ESCOP) at Basque Center of
Cognition, Brain and Language
(BCBL).

Tissyana Camacho was awarded the
Hagen-Stevenson Dissertation Award
and was appointed as a 2015-16 De-
partmental Associate. She was also
elected to the Departmental Execu-
tive Committee for 2015-16.

Elise Hernandez was chosen as the
Organization of Latino Social Workers
(OLASW)-Michigan Chapter PhD Stu-
dent of the Year 2014. She also re-
ceived the Social Work Faculty Allies
for Diversity Manuscript Writing Fel-
lowship.

Rosanne Jocson received the Bar-
bour Scholarship, the Telluride Asso-
ciation Fellowship, and a Rackham
International Research Award.

Patty Kuo gave her first SRCD talk
this year, and had a lively discussion
during her symposium on the predic-
tors and outcomes of shared infant
care. Patty successfully defended her
Prospectus in August 2014. She also
received a Rackham Travel Grant, the
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Eric Bermann Research Award for best
proposed doctoral research on family
processes, and an APA Student Travel
Award.

Megan Martz received a Rackham
Summer Award and was nhamed an

EARA-SRA Summer School Junior Schol-

ar.

Lauren Reed received the John F. Lon-
gres Award, Joint Doctoral Program in

Social Work and Social Sciences, Univer-

sity of Michigan.

Ninive Sanchez accepted a position as

Assistant Professor of Social Work, Uni-

versity of Missouri-Columbia.

Preeti Samudra received the depart-
ment's Pillsbury Research Award.

Ju-Hyun Song was selected as a speaker
for the Pat Gurin Distinguished Lecture

Series.

Abigail Williams received the Doctoral
Scholarship for Underrepresented Stu-
dents, the Global Social Work Learning
Community International Research
Grant, a Harold and Vivian Shapiro/
John Malik/Jean Forrest Award, a
Travel Award for the Biennial Division
45 Research Conference, and the John
W. Holmes award.

Amber Williams received a Harold and

Vivian Shapiro/John Malik/Jean Forrest

Award.

JOBS, PROMOTIONS, AWARDS &
TENURE

Selin Giilgdz accepted a one-year visit-
ing Assistant Professor position at Kal-
amazoo College.

Lauren Reed accepted a position as the

Assistant Project Scientist for the Cen-
ter for School-based Youth Develop-
ment at the University of California,
Santa Barbara.

Marjorie Rhodes was promoted to As-
sociate Professor with tenure at NYU.

Jenny Labounty was promoted to
Associate Professor with tenure this
spring at Lewis & Clark University.

Wylie Wan will be moving on to a
postdoctoral position at the Depart-
ment of Psychology at Portland State
University. She will mainly work with
faculty in the industrial-
organizational area on a project
funded by the Department of De-
fense to study supervisor support,
veterans' reintegration into the
workforce, and veterans' and their
partner's relationship and health.

COMPLETED DISSERTATIONS

Selin Giilgoz (February, 2015): “De-
veloping a Concept of Social Power
Relationships.” (Dissertation Chair:
Susan Gelman).

Ju-Hyun Song. (April, 2015): “Theory-
of-Mind Development as an Anteced-
ent and a Consequence of Social-
Behavioral Development in Chil-
dren.” (Dissertation Chair: Brenda
Volling).

Matt Kim (March, 2015): “Motivation
and Error Processing During the
Transition to School.” (Dissertation
Co-chairs: Fred Morrison, Bill
Gehring).

SIGNIFICANT PUBLICATIONS

Aretakis, M. T., Ceballo, R., Suarez,
G., & Camacho, T. C. (2015). In-
vestigating the immigrant para-
dox and Latino adolescents’
academic attitudes. Journal of
Latina/o Psychology, 3(1), 56-59.

Arredondo, M. M., Rosado, M. &
Satterfield, T. (in press). Under-
standing ethnic identity devel-
opment and its impact on
Spanish literacy for U.S. Latino
children. Journal of Cognition
and Culture.

Arredondo, M. M., Ip, K. I., Hsu, L. S.,
Tardif, T., & Kovelman, 1. (in

press) Brain basis of morphologi-
cal processing in young children.
Human Brain Mapping.

Brink, K.A., Lane, J.D. & Wellman
H.M. (2015) Developmental
pathways for social understand-
ing: Linking social cognition to
social contexts. Frontiers in Psy-
chology. 6:719. doi:
10.3389/fpsyg.2015.00719

Camacho, T. C., Baiiales, J., Cross, F.
L., Marchand, A., & Rivas-Drake,
D. (in press). Psychological as-
pects of ethnic/racial identity
and their associations with social
behavior. Social issues in living
color: Challenges and solutions
from the perspective of ethnic
minority psychology. Santa Bar-
bara, CA: Praeger Books.

Gelman, S. A., & Roberts, S. O.
(2015). Cognitive science and the
cultural challenge. Social Anthro-
pology, 23, 208-210. doi:
10.111/1469-8676.12120.

Gilgoz, S., & Gelman, S. A. (2015).
Children's recall of generic and
specific labels regarding animals
and people. Cognitive Develop-
ment, 33, 84-98. doi:
10.1016/j.cogdev.2014.05.002.

Jocson, R. M., & Mcloyd, V. C.
(2015). Neighborhood and hous-
ing disorder, parenting, and
youth adjustment in low-income
urban families. American Journal
of Community Psychology, 55(3),
304-313.

Lane, J.D., & Song, J-H., (2015). Be-
havioral inhibition and social
withdrawal across cultures. In J.
D. Wright (Ed.), International en-
cyclopedia of the social & behav-
ioral sciences (2nd ed., Vol 2, pp.
456-462). Oxford: Elsevier.

Manago, A.M., Ward, L.M., Lemm,
K., Reed, L., & Seabrook, R. (in
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press). Facebook Involvement, Ob-
jectified Body Consciousness, Body
Shame, and Sexual Assertiveness in
College Women and Men. Sex
Roles.

Martz, M. E., Patrick, M. E., Schulen-
berg, J. E. (2015) Alcohol mixed
with energy drink use among U.S.
12th-grade students: Prevalence,
correlates, and associations with
unsafe drinking. Journal of Adoles-
cent Health, 56(5), 557-563.

MclLoyd, V. C., Jocson, R. M., & Wil-
liams, A. B. (in press). Linking pov-
erty and children’s development:
Concepts, models, and debates. In
L. M. Burton & D. Brady (Eds.),

The Oxford handbook of poverty
and society. New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press.

Reed, L. A,, Tolman, R. M., & Safyer, P.
(in press) Too close for comfort: The
role of attachment insecurity in in-
trusive digital media behaviors in
dating relationships. Computers in
Human Behavior.

Reed, L. A,, Tolman, R. M., & Ward, L.
M. (in press). Snooping and sexting:
Dating violence in a digital media
context. Violence against Women.

Roberts, S. 0., & Gelman, S. A. (in
press). Do children see in black and
white? Children’s and adults’ cate-
gorizations of multiracial individu-
als. Child Development.

Rowley, S. J., & Camacho, T. C. (in
press). Increasing diversity in cogni-
tive developmental research: Issues
and solutions. Journal of Cognition
and Development.

Song, J-H., & Volling, B. L. (2015).
Coparenting and children’s temper-
ament predict firstborns’ coopera-
tion in the care of an infant
sibling. Journal of Family Psycholo-
gy, 29, 130-135.
doi:10.1037/fam0000052

Wellman, H. M. (2014). Making

Williams, A. B., Ryan, J. P., Davis-

PERSONAL
Toni Antonucci welcomed her first
grandchild, Josephine, born on January
29th.

Minds: How Theory of Mind De-
velops. Oxford University Press.

Kean, P. E., McLoyd, V. C., &
Schulenberg, J. E. (in press). The
discontinuity of offending in Afri-
can-American youth in the juve-
nile justice system. Youth &
Society.

Marjorie Rhodes had her second baby,
Adam, shortly after attending SRCD.

"One day, there was a loud scream and everyone thought someone had been
murdered. Warren Norman, who succeeded me as Chair, ran down the stairs
and saw that some people were simply playing cards. Since then, 'Murder'
has been a Psychology tradition"

Wilbert J. McKeachie: Emeritus Professor of Psychology.

Bill plays Murder at noon.

-

These five em‘:;h'guere enjoying the new faculty lounge and
leveraging wisdom acquired®in their combined 430 years of life

experience. From left to right: Bill McKeachie, Melvin Manis,
George Rosenwald, Eugene Burnstein, Elliot Valenstein.
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Conference Spotlight:

Society for Research on Child Development
2015 Biennial Meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on March 19-21

The Society for Research on Child
Development (SRCD) is a professional
association that aims to promote multi-
disciplinary research in the field of hu-
man development, to foster the
exchange of information among scien-
tists and other professionals of various
disciplines, and to encourage applica-
tions of research findings. The biennial
meeting gathers a community of schol-
ars, educators, and other professionals
from around the world and serves as
an avenue for research dissemination
and networking among its members.

The biennial meeting was held at
the Pennsylvania Convention Center
and the Philadelphia Marriott Down-
town Hotel in Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia. The conference included research
that spanned a wide range of develop-
mental domains, including epigenetics,
brain processes and development, chil-
dren of war, ethnic and racial identity,
gender development, learning from
video games, after-school program ef-
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Ju-Hyun Song and Patty Kuo in
Philadelphia for SRCD

By KIMBERLY BRINK

fects, conceptual development, mor-
al development, bio-ecological mod-
els, positive youth development,
ASD, culture and development, im-
migration, obesity and food prefer-
ences, statistics and global
developmental research.

This year, there were many
positive changes to the program.
New presentation formats were in-
troduced at the conference that
aimed to facilitate dialogue and col-
laboration, support students and jun-
ior scholars, and advance the four
priority areas of SRCD’s strategic
plan—diversity, interdisciplinary sci-
ence, international representation,
and policy. "State-of-the-Art" ses-
sions were intended to help re-
searchers keep up to date on
developmental methods and the
“how” of research. The “Views-by-
Two” sessions presented two com-
plementary perspectives on a theme.
The “Taking Science to the Streets”
sessions focused on the public face
of developmental science. Finally,
following these sessions there was
the new opportunity to further en-
gage invited speakers in smaller dis-
cussion groups at Follow-up
Discussion Sessions which immedi-
ately followed selected program ses-
sions.

The University of Michigan De-
velopmental Psychology Area was
well represented at the conference
through the several presentations,
individual paper, and poster sessions
of faculty, students, postdocs, and
alumni. Pre-conference events are

also becoming a more prominent
feature of the Biennial Meeting. A
former Michigan graduate student,
Cristine Legare, gave a well-attended
talk on Cross-Cultural Cognitive De-
velopment at a pre-conference sym-
posium. We also warmly
congratulate Brenda Volling for re-
ceiving one of SRCD's Strategic Plan-
ning Awards to organize an
international network of fatherhood
researchers.

Overall, the conference was a
great success. The symposia and
poster sessions were well organized
and attended, and the variety of top-
ics presented provided ample oppor-
tunities for interdisciplinary discus-
discussions. Philadelphia was a great
venue to hold the conference, and
offered plenty of historical sights and
good food for attendees to enjoy.

Save the dates for the next SRCD
Biennial Meeting on April 6-8, 2017
in Austin, Texas.

Emma Beyers Carlson in Philadelphia
for SRCD
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Roseanne Jocson & Vonnie McLoyd in Phila-
delphia for SRCD

U of M undergraduate students presenting their research projects to un-

dergraduate students at Beijing Normal University as part of a 3-week Caught at Jimmy John's thinking about a Brown Bag he re-
long trip to China. These are students who take Kevin Miller and Kai cently attended! John Hagen is a Professor Emeritus of Psy-
Cortina's class on Advanced Developmental Research Methods (Psych chology and a Research Professor Emeritus at CHGD.

457). The students also work together on joint intercultural projects.
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Lois Wladis Hoffman 1929-2015

Lois Wladis Hoffman was a facul-
ty member in the Department of
Psychology, University of Michigan
from 1971 until her retirement in
1997. She continued to live primarily
in Ann Arbor until her death on Feb-
ruary 13, 2015. Born in Elmira, NY on
March 25, 1929, she received her
B.A. from the University of Buffalo in
New York (1950) and the M.A. from
Purdue (1954). She achieved the
Ph.D. in Sociology from the Universi-
ty of Michigan in 1958. From 1954
through 1960, Lois worked in various
roles at the Institute of Social Re-
search (ISR).

During the 1960's she co-edited
influential volumes, Review of Child
Development Research, with Martin
Hoffman. Her appointment as Lec-
turer in psychology at Michigan be-
gan in 1967 and she was promoted
to Associate Professor (1971) and
then to Professor (1975). Her primary
affiliation was with the Developmen-
tal Program, where she achieved
great success as a teacher, research-
er and scholar. She was a major con-
tributor to the program and
department, as she built a reputation
as an outstanding teacher and men-
tor at both at the undergraduate and
graduate levels.

Herbert Zimiles at the far left; Harold Steven-
son, John Hagen and others. Society for the
Study of Behavioural Development (ISSBD).

BY JOHN HAGEN

Her well-known text Develop-
mental Psychology Today went
through six editions. Her awards in-
cluded the Outstanding Teaching
Award (1981), Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Undergraduate
Teaching (1994) and the LSA Excel-
lence in Education Award (1994). She
also helped establish the Women's
Studies Program and chaired the De-
velopmental Psychology Pro-
gram. Nationally, she served as
president of both Div. 7 (Develop-
mental) and Div. 9 (Society for the
Study of Social Issues) of the Ameri-
can Psychological Association (APA).

Her research and scholarship
focused on socioeconomic condi-
tions, work patterns, and family in-
teraction in children's socialization.
Her highly regarded work also took
on an international perspective, as
when she studied how children were
valued in different societies. Perhaps
her best-known scholarship made
major contributions to our under-
standing of working mothers and the
effects on children and families as
well as on themselves.

Photos of Lois Hoffman, John Hagen and
colleagues at ISSBD, Beijing 1995

Many honors and awards rec-
ognized this work, including the Dis-
tinguished Scholar in Residence
from Radcliffe College (Harvard,
1980), and her inclusion in the list of
Eminent Women in Psychology by
the APA (1989).

On a personal level, faculty and
students viewed Lois as a dedicated
colleague, always willing to lend her
time and talents, a fun-loving friend
who did not take life overly seriously,
and a dedicated wife and moth-
er. She never missed a social event
and hosted many at her home.

Headquartered in Ann Arbor,
Lois and her husband Herb Zimi-
les divided their time among other
residences they maintained in the
Finger Lakes near her Elmira, NY
birthplace, in Arizona, and in New
York City. Her daughter Amy Kilroy
and husband James, live in New York
and daughter Jill Hoffman lives in Los
Angeles. Her five granddaughters are
Nicole, Allison, Sarah, Aliya, and Jen-
na.

Lois will be missed by her fami-
ly, colleagues, and multitude of
friends. The legacy of her work and
her personal contributions will live
on.

Lois Hoffman and John Hagen at the Confer-
ence of the International Society for the
Study of Behavioural Development (ISSBD)




