
Gifts from $1,000 – $10,000
Josef & Ewa Blass
Benjamin Czajka
Frieda Hubert Jardim
Eugenia Staszewski
Wanda B. Staszewski
Edward L. Vandenberg

Gifts from $200 – $999
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Adamek
Lisa Bobak
John R. & Bogdana Carpenter
Dr. Ryszard J. & 

Robin B. Chetkowski
Honorable Joseph L. Chylinski
Earl & Gloria Downing
Albert A. & Emilia Jadach
Joyce Jekot & Bradley Smith
Tamminh & Roman Kapuscinscy
Dr. &  Mrs. 

Thaddeus W. Kurczynski
Helen Lewicki
Natalie Matovinovic
Piotr Michalowski & 

Deanna Relyea
Eleanor H. Ostafin
Barbara J. & Claudia M. Polcyn
John & Suzanne Sniezek
Susan M. Ward & Peter Swiecicki 
Irena Thiel
Bernard & Leanne Tresnowski
Frank & Anna Tymowski
Stanley W. & Elizabeth Urban
Irvin C. & Martha L. Wisniewski
Patricia & Charles F. Yocum
Leonard J. Zontek

Gifts from $1 – $199
Henry G. Bazydlo & Molly Gates
Stephen J. Berestka, M.D.
Dr. John G. & Anne V. Bielawski
Susan & William Black
Edwin A. & Teresa D. Bobak
Kathy L. & Patrick J. Carey
Dr. John A. Cetnarowski-Cetner
Prof. Anna Cienciala
Ms. Joyce K. Conroy 
Adrianna & Amanda Czostkowski
Amy & Joseph Czostkowski
Carol & Earl Darby
Dr. Andrzej L. Dolata
Robert J. Donia
Earl & Gloria Downing
Arline C. Dzwonkowski

John L. Etter
Gena Falkowska
Felix P. & Roberta S. Fedor
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph F. Frankowski
Ronald Gibala & Janice Grichor
Zvi & Marlene Gitelman
Ronald & Patricia Grzybowski
Robert & Susan Hodakowski
Walt & Dolly Jablonski
Dr. & Mrs. Richard J. Jagacinski
Dr. Lorraine I. Jakubielski
Squire Jaros & Christel Marschall
Edmund J. & Amelia Jaskulski
Dr. Dennis M. Jurczak
Irene L. Jusko
Dorothy A. Juzwiak
Paul A. & Leslie B. Karas
John F. Kazmierski
James S. Kerwin
Kasia & Tomasz Kietlinski
Dolores M. Kinn
Marie J. Kladzyk
Dr. Marie & John Kontak
Walter L. Kraszewski
Richard & Deborah Krolikowski
Mr. & Mrs. Louis J. Krzych
John & Leslie Kuclo
Jane T. Kulpinski
Linda Kurpinski-Nabozny & 

Bruce Nabozny
Edward Kwiatkowski
Donald John Lachowicz
Alice Landau
Todd & Melinda Lanski
Roger John & Kathy Lesinski
Dr. James L. Litwin
Dr. Theresa B. MacLean
Michael C. MacQueen
Jane M. Malski
Eva & Michael Marich
Leo F. McNamara
Liesel & Hank Meijer
Reverand Msgr. Stanley E. Milewski
Izydor B. Modelski
Mr. Nabozny & 

Ms. Kurpinski-Nabozny
Caroline M. Niemira
Andrzej & Jolanta Nowak
Henrietta V. Nowakowski
Therese D. & John R. O’Hare
Raymond N. Okonski & 

Suzanne Sloat
Irene Olencki
Richard & Judith Ozog
Gregory V. Palka

Maria J.D. Paluszny, M.D.
Dorothy E. Paul
Bill Paulson
Mark E. Peruski
Honorable Daniel Piatek & 

Margaret Rosegay
Gerard & Maria Pietrzyba
Gregory & Denise R. Pitoniak
Bernice B. Powell
Mr. & Mrs. William Pritula
Dr. Thaddeus C. Radzilowski
Maria Rostafinski
Joseph & Kathleen Roszka
Theodore A. Rozanski, III
Casimir & Stella Rozycki
Joan T. Rychter
Gerald J. Sajewski
Hon. Daniel Sawicki
George Shenkar
John & Mariola Sidor
Stephanie Sielicki
Angeline & Edward Sienkowski
Daniel & Karon Siewiorek
Leo J. Skowron
Jozef & Clare Slowik
Dr. Roy E. and Emma Sommerfeld
Elinore & Thomas Sommerfeld
Judge Benjamin C. Stanczyk 
Keely Stauter & David Halsted
Ronald J. Styka
Zygmunt Surletta
Henry & Stephanie Szkolnicki
Judge Henry J. Szymanski
Dennis & Nanci Vukovich
Daryl C. & Cathleen M. Weinert
Dianne Widzinski & Jim Skupski
Josephine A. Wierzbowska
Eleanor E. Willerup
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Witecki
Malgorzata Wlodarczyk, DDS
Ann W. Wood
Charles E. & Susan C. Wrzesinski
Leon Wyszewianski
Alicia Zadrozna-Fiszman

Foundations and Corporations
(including matching gifts)
Adult Learning Center    

(Farmington Hills, Michigan)
Chopin Theatre (Chicago, Illinois)
Federated Polish Home
Dom Polski Cultural Center 

(Flint, Michigan)
Ford Motor Company Fund
General Motors Foundation

Gifts in Honor of
Dr. Michael D. Kennedy 
Terry & Edwin Bobak’s 50th   

Wedding Anniversary

Gifts in Memory of
Joseph & Mary Berestka
Sophia Chylinska
The DeMonte Family
Jadwiga & Joanna Falkowska
Marya & Maryan Hubert
Walter & Mary Jablonski
Eduardo Jardim
Cass S. & Marjorie Jaros
Dr. Kathleen Jekot
Donna R. Johns
Stanley Juzwiak
Dr. Josip Matovinovic
John & Bernice Mijal
Joseph Mika
Edward V. Olencki
Peter Ostafin
Fabian Casimir Polcyn
Bella A. Rozanski
Stanislaw Rychter
Wanda Rykowski
Joyce Pritula Schuler
Bruno & Josephine Stanczyk
Julia and Joseph Styka
Harriet H. Swiconek
Rose D. Taylor
Victoria Vandenberg
Mark Wisniewski
Wallace Wood
Ann Zakarzecki
Gladys Bobak Zielinski
Lucjan Zlotkowski

2004 Donors to the 
Amelia Kulesa Konopka
Endowment
Dr. Evelyn Iversen
Sally Konopka Iversen
Ms. Leona Konopka Murdoch

The Copernicus Endowment

T
he Copernicus Endowment was established at the

University of Michigan in 1973 to celebrate the

500th anniversary of the great Polish astronomer’s

mutifaceted genius. Initially created with the

cooperation of students, faculty, and the Polish-Americans

of Michigan, the Copernicus Endowment is sustained

today by the energy and financial assistance of hundreds

of individual supporters. The principal goal of the

Endowment is to enable faculty appointments, program-

ming, and student fellowships in Polish studies. Income

from the Endowment makes the Annual Copernicus

Lecture possible, and ensures the continued scheduling

of public events dedicated to advancing a deeper under-

standing of the people, culture, and politics of Poland. 

The Amelia Kulesa Konopka Endowment
This fund was established in 2001 by the family of Amelia
Kulesa Konopka to improve knowledge of Poland’s culture and
history among undergraduate, graduate, and professional school
students at the University of Michigan. In 1913, Mrs. Konopka
came to the U.S. where she studied her new language and cul-
ture. These fellowships memorialize her quest for knowledge
and her Polish heritage. 

The John J. Świderski Fund

This fund was established in 1997 for the support of student
research and travel abroad. We are grateful to Suzanne Świderski
Gruhl for her generous gifts in honor of her father and support of
this important fellowship program; we hope to make many John
J. Świderski awards available to worthy students in the coming years.

The Copernicus Endowment Steering Committee

Brian Porter, Program Director Michael D. Kennedy 
Marysia Ostafin, Executive Director Piotr Michalowski
Bogdana Chętkowska Carpenter Piotr Westwalewicz
Zvi Gitelman Geneviève Zubrzycki 

Academic News & Notable Events  

The Art of Zbigniew Libera

In January 2006, the Copernicus Endowment and the
School of Art and Design are planning a comprehensive
exhibition of the work of Polish visual artist Zbigniew
Libera. The exhibition will present works of black-and-
white photographs, video projection and video installa-
tion, large color photographs, and three-dimensional
objects; it will be the first comprehensive exhibition 
of his work in the U.S. The School of Art and Design
has invited Libera to be “artist-in-residence” for a
month during which time he will deliver the Annual
Penny Stamps Lecture on January 19, 2006 and partici-
pate in the Copernicus-sponsored symposium on the 
“Polish Avant-Garde, 1980–2005.” In addition, Piotr
Westwalewicz will teach the annual Polish mini-course
“Rock Kills Communism,” modified to encompass
Polish counter culture with special emphasis on visual
artists such as Libera.

Zbigniew Libera (b. 1959) is one of the most recog-
nized contemporary visual artists in Poland. Together
with a group of young sculptors, photographers, film
makers and architects, he was active in the 1980s in the
avant-garde group “Strych” (“The Attic”). Under the
martial law regime in the early 1980s, Libera was arrest-
ed for printing political cartoons, flyers, and booklets.
Later in the decade he continued his involvement with
“Strych,” whose improvised film festivals, performances,
street actions, and happenings remained consistently
rebellious towards all three of the great Polish centers
of authority at that time: communism, the political
opposition, and the Church. This programmatic ques-
tioning of all sources of Polish and European authority
and mythology remained the distinctive feature of

Libera’s art from the
1990s until the present,
just as it did for many
artists who worked 
and performed on the
fringes of the “official
culture.”

Regents of the University of Michigan

David A. Brandon, Plymouth Andrew C. Richner, Grosse Pointe Park
Laurence B. Deitch, Bingham Farms S. Martin Taylor, Grosse Pointe Farms 
Olivia P. Maynard, Goodrich Katherine E. White, Ann Arbor
Rebecca McGowan, Ann Arbor Mary Sue Coleman, ex officio
Andrea Fischer Newman, Ann Arbor

2004 Donors to the Copernicus Endowment
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Academic News
Study Tour

In May, the Center for Russian and East European Studies
(CREES), the home of Polish studies at Michigan, once
again offered the popular study tour to Poland “Many
Polands: A History of Multiculturalism in Northeastern
Poland.” The three-credit course explored the communities
that comprised the Republic of Poland and Lithuania and
their situation today. Fourteen students participated in the
course which began with two weeks of classroom work in
Kraków, day trips, and an extensive tour to Lublin, Bialystok,
Sejny, and Gdańsk, ending in Warsaw. The course was
taught by our Polish historian, Brian Porter.

Outstanding Students

Raymond Patton, a graduate of the University of Georgia,
is the 2005-2006 Copernicus Fellow. He is an incoming
doctoral student in the Department of History. Ray is
studying the dichotomy of “resistance” and “compliance”
under Stalinism in Poland and the Soviet Union and will be
working with Polish historian Brian Porter. The Excellence
in Polish Language Studies Award went to Matthew Sikora;
and summer research fellowships to Poland were awarded
to Anna Cichopek (History), Sylwia Ejmont (Comparative
Literature), and Joanne Hsu (American Culture). Two stu-
dents, Luciana Aenasoaie and Martha Skup, received $1,000
each from the Amelia Kulesa Konopka Endowment for
their participation in the Polish study tour, “Many Polands:
A History of Multiculturalism in Northeastern Europe.”

Alumni News

Art historian and artist Pamela Z. Kladzyk is a faculty
member at the Parsons School of Design where she teaches
courses on the history of architecture, and lighting. She
received her BFA from the University of Michigan; MFA
from Eastern Michigan University; and was the first
American to receive a Ph.D. from Catholic University,
Lublin. Her recent photo exhibition, “Way off the Grid:
Vestiges of European Vernacular Lighting,” featured the
architecture of wooden churches, prayer houses, mosques,
and rural shrines in Poland’s eastern borderlands with
Lithuania, Belarus, and Ukraine — her favorites are in
Zakopane — and her fascination with ancient, traditional
buildings that rely on natural light. We hope to bring Pam
and her work to the U-M in the future.

Marysia Ostafin (left), Executive Director of the Copernicus Endowment,

planning the U-M exhibition with artist Zbigniew Libera in Warsaw.
�
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The Annual Copernicus Lectures
Since 1980, the University of Michigan
has hosted prominent political, cultural,
and academic figures from Poland as
part of the Annual Copernicus Lecture
series. Prominent presenters in this
series include Leszek Kolakowski,
Czeslaw Milosz, Stanislaw Barańczak,
Timothy Garton-Ash, Zbigniew
Brzezinski, Adam Michnik, Jacek
Kuroń, Krzysztof Penderecki, Henryk
Górecki, Krzysztof Zanussi, Ryszard
Kapuściński, President Aleksander
Kwaśniewski, Krzysztof Wodiczko,
Kora Jackowska, and many more. 
A complete list is available on the web.

Have you thought of making a gift 
to the Copernicus Endowment and
receiving a lifetime income too?
A life income plan provides immediate
tax advantages and generates annual
income streams for you or other
named beneficiaries. The University
of Michigan will help you select the
plan that is best for you and your situ-
ation. Call toll-free 1-866-233-6661, 
e-mail <giving2@umich.edu>, or visit
the website at <www.giving.umich>
and select the “Need Information for
Planned Giving” option.

For more information about Polish
studies at the University of Michigan,
contact:

Marysia Ostafin
The Copernicus Endowment
The University of Michigan
1080 S. University 
Suite 4668

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1106

Phone 734.647.2237

Fax 734.763.4765

E-mail <copernicus@umich.edu>
Web <www.umich.edu/~iinet/crees/
copernicus.html>

Photography: Peter Smith

Design: Savitski Design

F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R

I
have just returned from taking a group of
University of Michigan undergraduates on 
a month-long trip to Poland — a trip made
possible by the generous support of the

Copernicus Endowment. Our study-tour, “Many
Polands,” focused on the rich legacy of cultural
diversity in northeastern Europe. The students
learned that Poland’s current religious, linguistic,
and ethnic homogeneity is a relatively recent
development, and that “multiculturalism” was
an every-day reality in Poland centuries before 
it became a buzzword in the United States. In
addition to the usual lineup of glorious Polish
destinations (Kraków, Częstochowa, Lublin,
Gdańsk, Warsaw), we visited some special out-of-
the-way sites that exemplify Poland’s diversity:
the village of Bohoniki, where Muslim Tatars
have sustained their faith and community for
more than 400 years; the Orthodox shrine of
Grabarka, to which the faithful have made 
pilgrimages for centuries; the magnificent 
synagogue of Tykocin, long a spiritual and 
intellectual center of Polish Judaism, and the
“Pogranicze” [Borderlands] Foundation in Sejny,
which is working to develop and teach methods
of interethnic cooperation in Eastern Europe
and around the world. Throughout the trip we
met with cultural, intellectual, and political fig-
ures from many backgrounds and perspectives,
and the students came away with an apprecia-
tion of the complexity, the heterogeneity, and
the subtle beauties of Poland’s many cultures. 

On April 2, the members of the University
of Michigan Polish studies community joined
the world in mourning the passing of one of the
towering figures of the 20th century: Pope John
Paul II. To mark this sad moment we quickly
organized a public forum to discuss the Pope’s
legacy, drawing a large crowd and the attention
of the southeast Michigan media. Joining me 
at this forum were Gabriele Boccaccini (Near

Eastern Studies), Anna Grzymala-Busse (Political
Science), Michael D. Kennedy (Sociology), Father
Tom McClain, SJ, (the Pastor of St. Mary’s Student
Parish), and Geneviève Zubrzycki (Sociology). 

A more joyous moment came on February 17,
when Adam Zagajewski, one of Poland’s most
innovative and eloquent poets presented the
Copernicus Lecture. He joined Professor Linda
Gregerson (English) in a literary discussion and
gave a memorable reading of his work (in Polish
and in English translation) to a standing-room-
only audience at the Rackham Amphitheatre on
February 18. Hearing him read his poems in person
brought their imagery and beauty alive, and gave
us all a renewed appreciation for this master of
the Polish language.

Next year we at the Copernicus Endowment
will continue to study Poland’s culture, history,
politics, and society, and organize events that
spread public awareness and understanding of the
country that we all hold so dear. Highlighting the
2005–2006 academic year will be a visit by the
artist Zbigniew Libera and the first ever retrospec-
tive of his groundbreaking work. In September
and October, our distinguished faculty will be
helping Americans understand the implications 
of the upcoming Polish parliamentary and presi-
dential elections and what is certain to be a fun-
damental shift in Polish politics. The Copernicus
Endowment will continue to support students
interested in Polish studies, and to offer classes
related to Poland in the Departments of History,
Political Science, Sociology, Slavic Languages 
and Literatures, and more. All ongoing efforts in
Polish studies depend on your generous donations,
particularly at a time when so many other funding
sources for higher education are being cut. 
On behalf of all my colleagues, I thank you 
in advance for your kind support. 

B r i a n  P o r t e r
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“Try to praise the

mutilated world.

Remember June's

long days, and

wild strawberries,

drops of wine, 

the dew.” 

— Adam Zagajewski 
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