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ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
June 2013- Professor of Political Science and Women’s Studies, University of Michigan 
2000 - 2013 Associate Professor of Political Science and Women’s Studies, University of 

Michigan 
1997 - 2000: Assistant Professor of Political Science and Women's Studies, University of 

Michigan 
1994 -1997:  Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Michigan 
1992-1994: Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science 
  Reed College 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. 1994  Brandeis University, Department of Politics 

Dissertation Director: Susan Okin 
B.A. 1984 Reed College, Department of Political Science 

Senior Thesis Director: Richard Wolin 
 
AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS [2003-present] 
 
*Distinguished Graduate Mentor Award. Rackham Graduate School, UM, 2015. 
*Associate Faculty Support Funds. LSA, University of Michigan, 2011. 
*Residency Fellowship. The Camargo Foundation, Cassis, France, Winter 2009. 
*Michigan Humanities Award.  OVPR, University of Michigan, Fall, 2008. 
*Faculty Seed Grant. Institute for Research on Women and Gender, UM, 2008. 
*NEH/Mellon Long Term Fellowship. The Newberry Library, Chicago, 2003-2004. 
*Faculty Enhancement Award. Rackham Graduate School, University of Michigan, 2003. 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books: 
 
ROUSSEAU’S REPUBLICAN ROMANCE, Princeton University Press, 2000. 
 
Articles, Chapters, Essays (2005-present): 
 
“Sovereign Address,” Chapter 11 in ARCHIVES OF INFAMY: FOUCAULT ON STATE POWER IN 
THE LIVES OF ORDINARY CITIZENS, ed. Nancy Luxon, University of Minnesota Press, 2019. 
 [Reprint; originally published in POLITICAL THEORY, 2012] 
 
“blah blah WOMEN blah blah EQUALITY blah blah DIFFERENCE,” PHILOSOPHY AND 

RHETORIC, Vol. 49, 4 (2016): 408-19. 
 
“Political Displacement at the Point of Reception,” CLASSICAL RECEPTIONS JOURNAL, Vol. 8, 

1 (2016): 114-132. 
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“Materialisms,” Chapter 22 in OXFORD HANDBOOK OF FEMINIST THEORY, eds. Lisa Disch 
and Mary Hawkesworth (Oxford University Press, 2016): 454-472 

 
“Politics That Matter: Thinking about Power and Justice with the New Materialists” 

(co-authored with Bonnie Washick), Critical Exchange, with responses from Kathy 
Ferguson and Jane Bennett, CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL THEORY (February 2015): 
63-89 

 
“Staging Reception: Aristophanes in Absolutist France, Chapter 13 in RADICAL 

FUTURE PASTS: UNTIMELY POLITICAL THEORY, eds. Mark Reinhardt, Rom Coles, 
and George Shulman (University of Kentucky Press, June 2014): 514-533. 

 
“Sovereign Address,” POLITICAL THEORY (April 2012): 135-164. 
 
“Philoctetes in the Bastille,” CULTURAL CRITIQUE (Winter 2010): 65-80. 

 
“Of Linchpins and Other Interpretive Tools: Reconsidering Okin’s Method,” in TOWARD 

A HUMANIST JUSTICE: THE WORK OF SUSAN MOLLER OKIN, eds. Deborah Satz and 
Robert Reich (Oxford University Press, 2009): 55-66. 

 
“Modern Times: Disciplining the Third Wave,” INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 

COMPARATIVE SOCIOLOGY (October 2006) 47: 403-410. 
 
“Getting Intimate with Wollstonecraft in the Republic of Letters,” POLITICAL THEORY 

(June 2005) 33: 344-369. 
 

“Ontology: A Useful Category of Analysis?” THE HEDGEHOG REVIEW, special issue on 
“Commitments in a Post-Foundationalist World: Exploring the Possibilities of ‘Weak 
Ontology” (Summer 2005) 7: 86-93. 
 

“Facts, Values, and Real Numbers; Making Sense in and of Political Science,” with 
Stephen Engelmann and Sophia Mihic, in THE POLITICS OF METHOD IN THE HUMAN 
SCIENCES: POSITIVISM AND ITS OTHERS. Ed. George Steinmetz (Duke University 
Press, 2005): 470-495. 

 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS [2010 – present]  
 
Riverside Church, NYC. “Body Politics in the Archives of the Bastille.” Keynote address at 

Conference for the Study of Political Thought, “Archives of Political Action and Genres 
of Political Theory.” May 2024 [Withdrew following family health emergency] 

 
Cornell University. “The Politics of Cinematic Representation.” Panel Chair and Discussant at 

“Democratic Representation: Acts, Aesthetics, Institutions,” Conference for the Study of 
Political Thought. May 2021 (on-line) 

 
Harvard University. “Political Corruption in 18th-Century France.” Paper presented at the 

Eighteenth-Century Studies Seminar, Mahindra Humanities Center. March 2019. 
 
University of Wisconsin, Madison. “The Body Politics of the Marquis de Sade, or How to do 

Shit with Words.” Paper presented at the Political Theory Workshop. February 2019. 
 
Yale University. “The Literary Organization of Politics.” Presentation at “Word and Image in the 

Organization of Politics,” CSPT Conference. May 2018 
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Feminist Theory Workshop, San Francisco, CA. Invited commentary on Lori Marso’s “Politics 

with Beauvoir” (2017), annual workshop held in conjunction with Western Political 
Science Association Conference. March 2018. 

 
University of Hawai’i, Manoa. “Suffering the Word: Epistolary Agonism in 18th-century 

Archives.” Paper presented at Departmental Colloquium, January 2016. 
 
Yale University. “Genre: A Useful Category of Historical Political Analysis.” Paper  

presented at “Political Thought and Historical Imagination,” CSPT Conference. March 
2013. 

 
Catholic University of America. “The General Will: A Useful Category of Political 

Analysis?” Paper presented at the Department of Political Science Conference “Rousseau 
at 300.” November 2012. 

 
University of Illinois, Chicago. “Universalism v. The General Will: Thinking the Politics 

of Human Rights with Rousseau.” Paper presented at UIC Institute for the Humanities 
Conference “Inquality and Exclusion: The Theory and Practice of Human Rights.” 
October 2012. 

 
Northwestern University. “Politics that Matter: Thinking about Power and Justice with 

the New Materialists.” Paper presented at the Political Theory Workshop. Evanston, IL. 
May 2012. 

 
University of Reading (UK.). “Staging Reception: Aristophanes’ Frogs and Political 

Moeurs in Absolutist France.” Invited Presentation, Legacies of Greek Political Thought, 
Reading, UK. December 2011. 

 
University of Minnesota. “Epistolary Sovereignty.” Paper presented at the Political 

Theory Workshop. Minneapolis, MN. February 2011. 
 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. “Addressing Sovereignty: A Case of 

Epistolary Politics in Eighteenth-Century France.” Paper presented at the Political Theory 
Workshop. April 2010. 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS [2010 – present] 
 
“Resistance Practices in Political, Religious, and Cultural Frames.” Panel Discussant at the Annual 

Meeting of the Western Political Science Association, Vancouver, B.C. March 2024 
 
“Author-meets-Critics: Reclaiming Value: The Politics of Priority from Aristotle to Black Lives 

Matter, Alena Wolflink.” Panel organizer, chair, and discussant at the Annual Meeting of 
the Western Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA. April, 2023. 

 
“(Un)making in Ancient Greece.” Panel discussant at the Annual Meeting of the Western 

Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA. April, 2023. 
 
“Women In and Out of Power.” Panel Discussant at the Annual Meeting of the American 
  Political Science Association, Seattle, WA. October 2021. 
 
“Epistolary Politics: What’s the Generic Difference?” Panel Discussant at the Annual Meeting of  

the American Political Science Association, Washington D.C. August 2019. 
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“The Body Politics of the Marquis de Sade, or How to do Shit with Words.” Paper presented at 

the Annual Meeting of the Western Political Science Association, San Diego, CA. April 
2019 

 
“Prostrate in the Truth.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Western Political Science 

Association, Vancouver, B.C., Canada. April 2017. 
 
“Technofeminisms.” Panel Discussant at the Annual Meeting of the Western Political Science 

Association, Vancouver, B.C., Canada. April 2017. 
 
“Why Return to Rousseau?” Panel Discussant at the Annual Meeting of the Association for 

Political Theory, Columbus, OH. October 2016. 
 
“Materialism and Its Others.” Roundtable presentation at the Annual Meeting of the American 

Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA. September 2016. 
 

“Suffering the Word: The Textual Mediation of Spiritual Agonie.” Paper presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the Society for French Historical Studies, Nashville, TN. March 2016. 
 

“Suffering the Word: Agonistic Fellowship in the Divine Missive.” Paper presented at Annual 
Meeting of the American Association of Political Science, San Francisco, CA. September 
2015. 

 
“Blah-blah WOMEN blah-blah-blah SEX blah-blah DIFFERENCE.” Roundtable 

presentation on Samuel Chamber’s THE LESSONS OF RANCIERE at the Annual Meeting 
of the Western Political Science Association. Seattle, WA. April 2014. 

 
“Taking Liberties with Language: Aristophanes’ Poetic Agon in Democratic Athen and 

Absolutist France.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American 
Political Science Association. Chicago, IL. Aug 2013. 

 
“Textuality and the Empirical/Theoretical Divide in Political Science.” Paper presented at 

the Annual Meeting of the Western Political Science Association. Los Angeles, CA. 
March 2013. 

 
“Politics that Matter: Thinking about Power and Justice with the New Materialists” 

(with Bonnie Washick). Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Western Political 
Science Association. Portland, OR. April 2012. 

 
“The Politics of Tragi-Comic Bodies.” Panel Discussant at the Annual Meeting 

of the Western Political Science Association. Portland, OR. April 2012. 
 
 “Political Theory and/as Genre Theory.” Paper presented as the Annual Meeting of 

American Political Science Association. Seattle, WA. September 2011.  
 
“Gender Analysis in the Study of Eighteenth-Century Sovereignty.” Paper presented 

at the Annual Meeting of the Social Science History Association. Chicago, IL. November 
2010. 
 

“Performance as a Political Theoretical Concept.” Panel Discussant at the Annual 
Meeting of the Association for Political Theory. Portland, OR. October 2010. 
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“Sovereign Expressions.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Western 
Political Science Association. San Francisco, CA. March 2010. 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE [2010 – present] 
 
Department of Political Science (recent) 
 
Emerging Scholars Committee, F2023-F2024 
Mentor, LAUNCH Committee Member, and Manuscript Workshop Reviewer for Professor 
David Temin (2018-2021) 
Political Theory Search Committee, 2016-(Jan) 2017; Dec 2017; Nov 2019. 
Political Theory Workshop Coordinator, F2011, F2013, W2014, F2014, F2015, F2016, W2017, 
F2017, F2021, W2022 (co-coordinator with David Temin) 
Subfield Coordinator, Political Theory. W2018; W2019; F2023; W2024  
Graduate Admissions Committee, 2013-2014; 2019-2020. 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, 2010-2013. 
Faculty Diversity Ally for Political Science, 2009-2011. 
Conference Co-Organizer, “Emerging Scholars in Political Science” (funded by 

Enhancing Diversity in Graduate Education Grant [Rackham]), Fall 2011.  
Manuscript Workshop (Christopher Skeaff, MSF Graduate Fellow) (2010). 
Sexual Harassment/Climate Liaison, 2014-2015; 2015-2016.  
 
Department of Women’s Studies (recent) 
 
Associate Chair of Graduate Studies, F2024- 
Interim Chair, F2018-W2019 
Director of Graduate Studies, 2016-2018 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, W2024 
PhD Task Force Committee, 2014-2015. 
Awards Committee, 2015 (Fall). 
Certificate Advisory Committee, 2011-2013, 2015 (Fall). 
Women’s Studies Review Committee, 2010-2011.  
Executive Committee, 2013-2015, 2016-2018, 2019-2021 
Promotion Review Committee 
 2019, Ruth Tsoffar (member) 
Tenure Review Committees  
 2023, Ava Purkiss (chair) 

2012, Terri Conley (member) 
Lecturer I Review Committee, 2019 (Debotri Dhar) 
Lecturer II Review Committee, 2015 (Joanne Bailey) 
Lecturer I Review Committee, 2022 (Emily Peterson) 
MICHHERS Program, session leader (Applying to Graduate School, June 2017; Feminist Theory  

in the WGS curriculum, June 2023, June 2024) 
 
College and University (recent) 
 
LAUNCH Committee Chair (Paige Sweet, Sociology, 2020-2021; Emmalon Davis, Philosophy, 
2021-2022; Pranav Malhotra, Communication Studies, 2023-2024; Chelsea Peterson-Salahuddin, 
School of Information, 2024-2025) 
Rackham Mentoring Awards Selection Committee, 2023, 2024 
Social Sciences Divisional Executive Committee, LSA (2016-2018) 
Contexts for Classics, Steering Committee (2016-2020) 
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Associate Director of Graduate Funding, Institute for Research on Women and Gender 
(2013-2016) 

Lurcey Fellowship Application Committee (2010-2011, 2011-2012). 
Faculty Advisor, Rackham Interdisciplinary Reading Group: Rethinking Marxisms 

(2010-present). 
Rackham Outstanding GSI Selection Committee, (2010-2011). 
Sweetland Grants Writing Workshop (2010, 2011).  
Michigan Society of Fellows, Senior Fellow (2006-2010). 
Community of Scholars Symposium, Panel Convener (2011). 

 
National/International 
 
Leo Strauss Award Selection Committee (APSA), for the best dissertation in political philosophy,  

Committee Chair, 2024.  
David and Elaine Spitz Prize Committee, Conference for the Study of Political Thought, for best 

book published in democratic and/or liberal theory (Member: 2019-2020; Chair: 2020-
2021)  

Editorial Board, Political Theory (2019-) 
Best First Book Selection Committee, Foundations of Political Thought, Organized Section of 

the American Political Science Association, 2015. 
Editorial Board, Theory & Event (2010-) 
Editorial Board, Series in Politics, History and Culture, Duke University Press 

(2002-2014). 
Executive Committee, Conference for the Study of Political Thought (2006-2020). 
Program Co-Chair, Foundations of Political Thought, Annual Meeting of the American 

Political Science Association (2010).  
Executive Council, Foundations of Political Thought, APSA (2006-2010). 
Committee on the Status of Women in the Profession, American Political Science 

Association (2005-2008). 
Graduate Student Workshop on Rhetoric and Political Theory: Historical Approaches,  

Department of Communication at Northwestern University (Summer 2008). 
External Reviewer (with Frank Baumgarten), Department of Political Science, Western 

Michigan State University (2005).  
External Reviewer, Revised Academic Program Plan, Department of Political Science, 

Western Michigan State University (2007). 
External Review Committee Member, Department of Politics, Whitman College (2014). 
External Reviewer, Department of Gender and Women’s Studies, American University in Cairo 
(2022).  
External Review Committee Chair, Department of Political Science, University of Minnesota 
(2023) 


