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Changes 
to the 

Highlands

● Modernization

○ New infrastructure, 
roads, schools

● Industrial Agriculture

● Economic Land 
Concessions

● Deforestation



Bunong 
Traditional 
Practices

● Subsistence Lifestyles

● Swidden Agriculture

● Non-timber forest 
products

● Spirit Forests



Bunong - 
Elephant 
Relationship

● Capture young 
elephants from forest

● Common uses

● Mahouts

● Elephant Care



Elephant 
Valley 
Project

● Elephant Sanctuary

● Launched in 2007

● 1500 ha

● Putrom Village

● Ecotourism Site



Methods
● 2 visits

○ Oct. 20-21, 2025

○ Dec. 14-23, 2025

● 8 interviews

○ 6 mahouts

○ 1 guide

○ EVP director



EVP 
Elephant 

Care

● Temporary/Long Term 
Care

● Routine baths

● Health Checks

○ Distance observations

○ Up close examinations





Health Form for Doe
December 2025



Local 
Community 

Support

● Financial Security

● Food Security

● Education Support

● Emergency Medical 
Support



The 
Need for 

EVP

● Traditional Elephant Roles

● Lack of Resources

● Economic Opportunities



Future of 
EVP

● Aging Captive Elephant 
Population

● Captive Breeding



Thank You


