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THIS COURSE IS MADE POSSIBLE
WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE:LANGUAGE & SOCIETY 

OF THE TWO KOREAS
Instructor |Hangtae Cho | htcho@umn.edu

This course is designed to offer an 
introduction and contrastive analysis of 
the language and society of the two 
Koreas; the Republic of Korea (better 
known as South Korea) and the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(better known as North Korea) with a 
heavier emphasis on North Korea. This 
course will introduce the growing divide of 
the past 60+ years between North and South 
Korea in the areas of language, society and 
culture.  The complexity of the East Asian 
region is partly due to the issues involving the 
two Koreas; however, knowledge regarding 
North Korea remains very limited compared to 
its neighbors. Mass media portrays the 
controversial political and human right issues 

of North Korea but generally lacks in 
coverage of everyday life there.  
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