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With this inaugural newsletter, it is a great pleasure to connect and 
reconnect with new and old students, parents, friends, and faculty, 
both of the Program in Medieval and Early Modern Studies (MEMS) and 
of its predecessor, the Medieval and Renaissance Collegium (MARC). 
I’m especially proud to pass along all the honors and awards won by 
our exceptional students, but my main purpose here is to bring you up 
to date with the exciting developments here at MEMS.

The centerpiece of MEMS is its restructured undergraduate honors 
concentration, which is now global as well as interdisciplinary in scope. 
The MEMS concentration offers something rare: all the resources of 
a large university—the research library, the varied and accomplished 
faculty—and the close personal attention, intellectual response, and 
guidance possible only in a small program. A prime example of this 
is the new thesis colloquium, which gives our seniors the chance to 
share their work with one another as they prepare their theses with 
the guidance of two faculty advisors. As teacher of the colloquium for 
the past two years, I have witnessed the transformation of our seniors 
from their initial attacks of nerves (I’ve never written a thesis before!), 
through their growing excitement and confi dence as they dig into their 
topics, to their sense of achievement when they fi nish the theses they 
could hardly imagine at the beginning of the year.

This year we have a couple of “fi rsts” to announce from other 
parts of the MEMS program. We awarded our fi rst Graduate Certifi cate 
in Medieval and Early Modern Studies to Laura Williamson, a PhD 
candidate in English who works on travel literature and conceptions 
of space in Renaissance English drama. We will also graduate our fi rst 
MEMS Minor, Song Woo Kim, whose work in MEMS complements 
an honors BA in History; his thesis is “The Duke and His Artists: The 
Politics of Visual Representation in Public Spectacle of Florence during 
the Reign of Cosimo I de Medici.” The Graduate Certifi cate and the 
Minor are brand new programs and many more students are in the 
pipeline for both.
            Continued on page 5

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
RECENT GRADUATES!!
THE 2006 CROP

Christopher H. Flack.   Rites of 
Passage: Social Transitions in Two 
Middle English Romances. Examines 
Amis and Amiloun and The Knight’s Tale as 
accounts of processes that effect reconcilia-
tion in patriarchal communities.

Mark Freudenthal.   Redefi ning History: 
An Analysis of the Levellers’ Reforms 
and Use of Norman Yoke Theory. 
Explores how the Levellers’ historical view 
of the Anglo-Saxons shaped their reforms.  

Francisco Ramos.    Córdoba: Re-ex-
amining the Physical and Conceptual 
Boundaries that Encompass a Culture 
of Tolerance.  Reconsiders the relationship 
between the “peoples of the book” in ninth-
century al-Andalus.

Samantha Woll.   Between Spain and 
Zion: The Juxtaposition of Diaspora 
and Exile in The Itinerary of Benjamin 
of Tuleda. Uses the notion of memory to 
illuminate medieval Jewish experience in 
communities around the Mediterranean.

THE 2005 CROP

Alexander Byrne. The Knightly
Palimpsest: Ritual, Romance, and the 
Making of the Ideal Knight.
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Life in Aix-en-Provence
By Catherine Wimple, MEMS Junior

 Study abroad? What is this thing that so many people rave about? How 
different could life really be somewhere outside the comforts of the Diag and 
State Street? And more importantly, how can you prepare yourself for the 
experiences you will have? After seven months in the south of France, I can 
say with complete confi dence that nearly everything is different than sweet 
home Ann Arbor, and there’s practically nothing you can do to prepare for it. 
As radical as it sounds to put everything you’ve ever known into a box, shake 
it around, and spill out the contents, I assure you it’s by far the most amazing 
thing that’s ever happened to me.
 The fi rst few months I looked around in awe and amazement, thinking I surely 
must be in some sort of dream land. The sun always shines, the bread is the 
most incredible thing I’ve ever tasted, and there are even olive trees growing 
in the park! Then classes started, and I wondered how anyone could survive in 
this disorganized meeting place of students called a university. My tiny UM-
conditioned mind was on the verge of panic as I searched desperately for some 
clue to the room number where a class I may or may not have been enrolled in 

would start in fi ve minutes. That’ll wake you up faster than anything the Angell Hall vending machine could offer! But 
little by little, I started to develop a routine; I began to learn not only in my classes, but from everything around me. 
It’s such an amazing feeling to sit back and watch how another culture works with the realization that you understand!

Taking classes in French, while daunting at fi rst, has become something normal. The thought of taking classes 
in English next year seems like a foreign idea; and although I’m a bit ashamed to admit it, I’ll probably have some 
diffi culties re-adjusting. There’s just something amazing about studying history in the environment where it happened 
that makes learning so much more exciting! The examples used in class are nearby; professors talk about the local 
nobles of Aix-en-Provence and the impact this city has had over the years. One time, I even received directions during 
a lecture to the site we were discussing! That could never happen in Ann Arbor without the words “hop a plane over 
to Europe” coming fi rst. The material seems so real here—the events that happened directly impacted the area where 
I’m living. On the main street in the city stands a giant statue of King René (Roi René), who allowed the region of 
Provence to be absorbed into the country of France in the fi fteenth century. He seems to be a local hero of sorts; he’s 
represented more frequently than George Washington in most cities in the States. The good ol’ René has a street, a 
hotel, and even a bakery named after him!

People here seem much more tied to their historical heritage. The dreaded 
question for any MEMS concentrator “What are you studying?” comes up just as 
frequently. But as I prepare to rattle off arguments defending my decision, I’ve been 
met with the response “Oh, so you’re a historian!” from the genuinely intrigued 
listener on the other side. I once tried to convince a Frenchman that I was merely 
a student and not yet a real historian, but at the end of our lengthy conversation, 
his opinion of me remained the same. The amount of respect I am met with is mind 
boggling, and it always leaves me with a little warm feeling and sense of pride.

But my life here in France is much more than academics; it’s also the people 
I’ve met and the places I’ve seen. My favorite phrase here has become “Profi tez-en!” 
which simply means, take advantage of it, or profi t from it. My friends here have 
been amazing, and I love learning about the different aspects of their respective 
cultures. I live in dorms that have been described as “the United Nations.” There 
are people from almost everywhere—I’ve even met people from countries I didn’t 
know existed! While cooking food in the community kitchen, I’ve been invited to try 
specialities from Martinique, Slovakia, and even got to taste an authentic Swedish 
meatball! I could spend hours in the kitchen just watching what everyone else is 
making and soaking up the aromas. Occasionally, when I get a break from classes, 
it’s time to explore my new surroundings! Places like Italy are a mere three hours 
away, and with the amazing train system, you just have to take advantage of 
something like that! Travelling has been an amazing experience for me; I feel like 
a kid in a candy store everywhere I go. I try not to be too obvious that I’m utterly 
astounded, but somehow it always creeps out.

My experiences here have been far too numerous to write in an article of any 
length. Every day I seem to notice something I had overlooked the previous days. 
I feel like I’m constantly rediscovering the town, the country, and even different 
aspects of myself. (Sometimes you realize that you have a certain habit or belief 
because you just always have, and not necessarily because it means something to you.) The experience of studying 
abroad can never be summed up or categorized: It is a gift you take with you for the rest of your life, and an 
experience that has a huge infl uence on the person you will become.



Watch for News, Events 
and Opportunities @

BUILDING COMMUNITY ACROSS DISCIPLINES

MEMS Supports A Venerable Sunday Tradition–
The Premodern Colloquium
Founded in the late 1970s as a study group dedicated to the history 
of law, The Premodern Colloquium, co-directed by Tom Green (Law 
School and History) and Tom Willette (History of Art), evolved in the 
1990s into a broad-based reading group. It is now dedicated chiefl y to 
new research in the fi elds of history, history of art, history of law, and 
European and Atlantic literature and languages. MEMS has collaborated 
closely with the Colloquium since Fall 2001, sponsoring guests and 
related events.  

The Colloquium regularly invites two visiting scholars each 
term to present their research and meet with faculty and graduate 
students. Marcia Colish’s visit this February shows how broadly these 
collaborations benefi t the scholarly community.  Professor Colish 
(Frederick B. Artz Professor of History, emerita, Oberlin College, and 
Visiting Fellow in History, Yale University) began her stay with a lively 
discussion on patristic ethical discourse at a Premodern Colloquium 
session. The next day she conducted a workshop on religious thought 
with the Medieval Reading Group and later in the afternoon gave a 
public lecture at the Clements Library, titled “Rethinking Lying in the 
Twelfth Century.”  More than eighty area and regional faculty and 
graduate students participated in the three events.

Rackham Interdisciplinary Workshops (RIW): A Key 
Forum for Graduate Students
“Boundary Crossing and Cultural Exchange in Medieval and Early 
Modern Europe and the Near East” is a MEMS-run RIW begun in the 
winter of 2004 by Natalie Rothman (Anthropology and History), with 
faculty advisors Tom Willette (History of Art) and Diane Owen Hughes 
(History).  In its fi rst semester the workshop focused on cultural 
connections between Europe and the Ottoman Empire.  In 2004–2005 
Dimitri Krallis (History) and faculty advisor Karla Taylor (English) 
expanded its chronological reach back to include Late Antiquity. Its 
geographical focus also shifted to the Byzantine Empire and its cultural 
connections with Europe and the Near East. This year “Boundary 
Crossing” has been taken up by Stefan Stantchev (History) with faculty 
advisor Rudi Lindner (History).  It has inherited the interdisciplinary 
character of the two previous years but abandoned the thematic 
focus to engage a broader range of participants.  Not only are our 
presenters and participants interdisciplinary, more importantly, so are 
the topics discussed and the approaches used. The 2005–2006 edition 
has addressed issues in economic and social history, religion, politics, 
intellectual history, literature and literary history, and history of art.

The workshop poses opportunities for research to be heard in an 
interdisciplinary environment that links doctoral students and faculty. 
Provoking discussion between scholars of widely diverging experience 
and interests is of signifi cant help to presenters, who receive atten-
tive feedback from a broad range of specialists. It is also helpful to the 
other participants, who can familiarizing themselves with the interests 
and methods of “neighboring,” yet too often distant, disciplines.  

Plans for the 2006–2007 academic year include greatly raising 
the workshop’s profi le. Organizers Alexander Angelov (History), Stefan 
Stantchev, and Rudi Lindner hope to engage an international audience 
and participation beyond U of M by planning a MEMS/RIW-sponsored 
session for the 2007 Congress of Medieval Studies in Kalamazoo, the 
single most attended gathering of medievalists in the world.

TRANSITIONS
Faculty News Around Campus
Two beloved professors have retired in 
the past year: Ward Bissell (History of 
Art), after 34 years of teaching Italian and 
Spanish Baroque painting and sculpture, 
and John Knott (English), after 39 years 
of teaching Reformation and nonconformist 
literature. A conference, “Responding to the 
Natural World,” was held in John’s honor 
early this April.

We are happy to welcome a number 
of new(ish) faculty, including Jonathan 
Sheehan (History), Madeline Kochen 
(Law School), Sunil Agnani (English), 
Stella Nair (History of Art), Guido Olivieri 
and Stefan Mengozzi (Musicology), and 
Ivonne De Valle (Romance Languages).

And fi nally, a number of visitors have 
graced the MEMS ranks this past year: 
Owen Phelan in History, Mark Burde 
in Romance Languages, and Norbert 
Dubowy in Musicology. We appreciate all 
their contributions and wish them well with 
future projects. 

Marcia Colish speaks at the Clements.

 www.lsa.umich.edu/mems/



Continued From the Director’s Lair

With active faculty and students at all levels in 
medieval and early modern studies, MEMS weaves us 
together as an intellectual community with lectures, 
performances, colloquia, and workshops. This past 
October the annual Michigan Medieval Seminar brought 
six visiting scholars for a stimulating workshop on 
French and English romance. In October, we launched 
the new occasional series “MEMS At Work” with Achim 
Timmerman (History of Art) presenting his paper “The 
Crucifi x and the Scaffold: The Use of Images in Rituals 
of Criminal Punishment, c. 1300–c. 1600”; the series 
continued this March with a workshop on “Religion and 
the Making of Publics: The Case Study of the Dutch 
House Churches” a paper co-written by Steven Mullaney 
(English), Angela Vanhaelen and Joseph Ward. The MEMS 
Lecture Series hosted David Areford (UMass-Boston) in 
November, when he shared his work on fi fteenth-century 
prints, the subject of his exhibition at the National Gallery 
of Art “Origins of European Printmaking: Fifteenth-
Century Woodcuts and Their Public.” In February Marcia 
Colish (Oberlin and Yale) invited us to consider ideas 
about lying in twelfth-century  Europe; and this April 
we have the chance to rethink twelfth-century truth (or 
“truthiness”) when Paul Hyams (Cornell) presents his 
research, “The Whole Truth and Nothing But the Truth.”  
MEMS co-sponsorships helped bring in Frederick de 
Armas (University of Chicago) for his lecture, “Dancing 
with Giants: Ekphrasis and the Double Techne in Don 
Quixote.” The Medieval Reading Group brought Gabrielle 
Spiegel (Johns Hopkins) for a stimulating March 
workshop on doing medieval history. This past year we 
also enjoyed a rare performance of Tomás de Torrejón 
y Velasco’s La púrpura de la rosa, the fi rst opera ever 
performed in the Americas (in Lima, 1701), with Louise 
Stein (School of Music, MEMS Executive Committee) as 
dramaturge.

The chief challenge we now face is fi nding ways to 
support our active and varied community members. We 
do a remarkable amount on a very modest budget, but 
our resources are exhausted before we can meet all the 
needs of our talented students. Your help would enable 
us to meet this challenge in three areas:

• First, travel and research are critical to the MEMS 
mission. Your gift to the MEMS Discretionary Fund will 
enable us to award grants to undergraduate honors 
students for visiting archives and other research sites, 
support thesis research, or help them take advantage of 
study abroad opportunities they might not otherwise be 
able to afford. Our graduate students, too, would profi t 
immensely from travel support to archives, collections, 
and libraries for research or methodological training. In 
the past two years we have been able to make small 
awards of this kind, but future awards will depend on 
replenishing our funds.

• Second, it is my dream to be able to recognize 
the best honors thesis with a prize every year—we would 
love to name it after the donor!

• Third, you can help us bring it all home: your 
gift to MEMS will help us to continue and expand our 
sponsorship of intellectual events on campus and enable 
us to reach out to other programs that would be enriched 
by MEMS participation. With your support MEMS can play 
a larger role in organizing the events at which we share 
ideas and foster creative engagement with the past. We 
welcome your support!

RECENT AWARDS TO MEMS 
GRADUATE STUDENTS

US Fulbright Grants, 2005-2006
Saadia Eisenberg, History
Michelle Miller, Romance Languages/MEMS 
Stephanie Pilat, Architecture/MEMS
Olivia Poska, History of Art 

Mellon Summer Workshop at University of Warwick,  
2006.
Kristina Luce, Architecture and Urban Planning
Marjorie Rubright, English

Rome Prize, American Academy in Rome, 2006-2007
Stephanie Pilat, Architecture and Urban Planning

Mellon Summer Paleography Institutes, 2005
Stefan Stantchev, History—Newberry Library, Chicago
Noelia Sol Cirnigliaro, Romance Languages—Huntington Library, 
Pasadena

Ctr for Advanced Study of the Visual Arts, National 
Gallery of Art, Washington, DC
Angela Ho, History of Art, 2006-2007
Noël Schiller, History of Art, 2005-2006

Rackham Predoctoral Fellowship, 2005-2006
Dimitri Krallis, History

Michigan Society of Fellows, 2005-2006
Natalie Rothman, History and Anthropology. Associate Fellow.

Institute for the Humanities Fellowship, 2006-2007
Kristina Luce, Architecture and Urban Planning
Diana Bullen, History of Art
Angela Ho, History of Art (declined)

Institute for the Humanities Fellowship, 2004-2005
Andreea Boboc, English.

MEMS/John D’Arms Summer Travel Awards, 2005
Kristina Luce, Architecture and Urban Planning
Olivia Poska, History of Art.
Todd Decker, Musicology (declined).

MEMS Summer Travel Research Grants, 2006
David Lavinsky, English
Stefan Stantchev, History

MEMS Graduate Stipend, 2005
Natalie Rothman, History and Anthropology

Robert F. Goheen Prize in Classical Studies, 2006 
Kristina Luce, Architecture and Urban Planning

LET US KNOW WHERE YOU ARE 
AND WHAT YOU ARE UP TO!

Drop us a line @

Medieval and Early Modern Studies
University of Michigan
1029 Tisch Hall, 435 South State Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1003
www.lsa.umich.edu/mems/



WHAT’S COOKIN’ IN MEMS? CHECK OUT RECENT PROSEMINARS

Fall 2005: The Status of the Artist in Medieval and Early Modern Europe   
      Elizabeth Sears, History of Art; Megan Holmes, History of Art

Winter 2006: The Presence of the Past in Medieval and Early Modern Culture   
          Karla Taylor, English; Tom Willette, History of Art

Coming Up . . . 
Fall 2006: Histories of Etymology and Genealogy   Pat Simons, History of Art; Diane Owen Hughes, History
This course will examine etymological and genealogical continuity and rupture, investigating these processes in terms 
of their fi ctionality and representational strategies.  Stretching over both medieval and early modern materials, chiefl y 
in Western Europe, the seminar queries standard notions of chronological division and instead invites a reconsideration 
of conventional ideas about origin, infl uence and fi liation.  After an overview of theoretical frameworks (Bloch, Butler, 
Derrida, Foucault), our case studies will be drawn from such subjects as Isidore of Seville’s etymological project, 
linguistic and archaeological claims for the primacy of Etruscan roots (including Annius of Viterbo’s late fi fteenth-
century forgeries and those of Curzio Inghirami in the seventeenth century, which also invoke notions of authenticity), 
the representation of Adam and Eve as the “fi rst parents” after they committed “original sin,” nationalistic myths of 
Troy (including stories about the origins of the Ottomans), and the productive tension between valorized imitation 
(visual, political, rhetorical) on the one hand and valued innovation on the other.

SPECIAL AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Musiking in Late Ming China
An International and Interdisciplinary Conference, May 5 and 6, 2006
Michigan League, University of Michigan.

Organized by Joseph Lam (U-M School of Music) and Judith Zeitlin 
(University of Chicago), this conference will feature two days of 
paper presentations and discussion by scholars from Asia, Europe, 
and North America, as well as a full performance of an early modern 
Chinese opera by Ms. Liang Guyin and other leading artists from 
Shanghai, China. Using music as a prism, the conference will explore 
late Ming Chinese culture and society by examining a diversity of 
topics—from the musical-cultural exchanges between Ming China and 
her neighbors (Japan, Vietnam, and non-Han peoples in Yunnan), to 
geo-cultural boundaries between the north and south, to the production 
and consumption of art and commercial goods in the gendered and 
hierarchical late Ming world. 

Kinetics of the Sacred in Medieval European and 
East Asian Art, 800-1600
An International Symposium, September 29-30, 2006
Department of the History of Art, University of Michigan 

This conference, organized by Kevin Carr and Achim Timmermann (both U-M History of Art), will adopt a cross-cultural 
approach that highlights methodological biases in the scholarship of both European and East Asian medieval art. The 
term “kinetics,” borrowed from the physical sciences, is used as a lens through which to re-examine medieval religious 
art.  It will refer here to the study of viewers and objects moving through both conceptual and physical spaces 
constructed and defi ned through their interactions. The symposium brings together representatives of European and 
East Asian art to facilitate focused dialogue on wider theoretical issues in art history. Not only will the colloquium serve 
as a testing ground for the validity of a trans-regional approach to medieval art, it should also serve as the arena 
for intensive engagement between two apparently disparate fi elds of study. Through this cross-cultural comparison, 
we hope to hold a mirror up to each of our fi elds as we consider the possibilities of drawing larger conclusions about 
visual cultures in general.



Medieval and Early Modern Studies
University of Michigan
1029 Tisch Hall, 435 South State Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1003

Support MEMS Programs and Students
Medieval and Early Modern Studies Discretionary Fund (363128)
Enclosed is my gift of:

___$30  ___$90  ___$180 ___$300 _______ Other

__________________________________________________________
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__ My check is made payable to the University of Michigan
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Account Number:___________________________________________
Expiration Date:____________________________________________
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Mail to: Medieval and Early Modern Studies, University of Michigan, 1029 
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