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Feb. 6, 2014	Comment by The Liz: Let us know the date that any embargo will be lifted, so we do not publicize the news too soon.
Contact: Rachel Reed, 7.34.615.6456, rachreed@umich.edu	Comment by The Liz: Use this format for date and contact information. Insert the contact info of whoever will connect the media to the subject of the press release.
 
U-M launches new program in cognitive science	Comment by The Liz: For the headline, use something that’s short, concise, and catchy if possible. Try to communicate what a big deal the news is!
 
ANN ARBOR ─ How do the brain and mind work? What is the relation between the mental and the physical? Are the mind and brain forms of computers? What are language, thought, choice, learning, emotion and motivation? How do they work, in humans, other organisms and machines?	Comment by The Liz: This anecdotal introduction immediately grabs a reader’s attention and makes them want to read on. It gives the reader context for the news. 

Alternatively, you could begin the press release with a quick sentence that summarizes the big news.

For a press release about a new major, minor, or academic course, briefly describe why the new program is important and what it offers.
 
New this semester, the Program in Cognitive Science in the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts (LSA) examines these questions and many more through an interdisciplinary approach involving the departments of linguistics, philosophy and psychology.	Comment by The Liz: This paragraph gives the essential details that readers want to know. If the press release is about a discovery, briefly describe the importance of the results here. 

Assume that most readers won’t go beyond this paragraph, so include important details, aiming to catch their eye and make them want to read on.

More than 150 students are enrolled in the introductory course, CogSci 200. This class will provide a pathway to explore the sciences of mind, brain and behavior.	Comment by The Liz: These paragraphs give more essential details. Here is the who, what, when, where, and why.

Majors will select one of four tracks: Language and Cognition; Computation and Cognition; Philosophy and Cognition; and Decision and Cognition. Each track will offer learning opportunities from at least three departments. Students will complete their learning experience with a senior capstone course. 

“The cognitive science major will provide students for the first time with the opportunity to learn about this new and important interdisciplinary field of inquiry regarding the nature of the human mind and brain as well as the implications concerning our behavior in multiple domains,” says Sam Epstein, Arthur F. Thurnau Professor, professor of linguistics and director of the cognitive science major.	Comment by The Liz: Quotes from a spokesperson for the program give the story personality, insert the authentic voice of someone who is involved, and tell the reader that this news is so important that the top person wanted to talk to you.

Ensure that you reach out to major stakeholders in the work who may want to give their input.

“It will also provide opportunities for new cross-disciplinary research and teaching collaborations between the three co-sponsoring departments as well as other departments offering courses directly relevant to cognitive science.”

For more information on the Program in Cognitive Science: 	Comment by The Liz: Triple-check to ensure that the website and contact information are accurate.
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/cognitivescience

Email: cogsciprog@umich.edu
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