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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Zainichi Koreans, Race, and Racial Injustice in Modern Japan.

This resource packet includes a selection of secondary and primary sources on Zainichi
Koreans, race, and racial injustice in Modern Japan. These resources were presented by the
University of Michigan Center for Japanese Studies and the East Asia National Resource
Center as part of the 2020 World History & Literature Initiative: Pandemics & Power in World
History and Literature.

Secondary Sources:

e Bill Gordon, “Japan’s March Toward Militarism”. March 2000. Accessed February 12,
2021. http://www.bill-gordon.net/papers/jhist2.htm.

e Bill Gordon, “Explanations of Japan’s Imperialistic Expansion, 1894-1910”. December
2003. Accessed February 12, 2021. http://www.bill-gordon.net/papers/imperialism.htm.

e Jang Hawon, "The Special Permanent Residents in Japan: Zainichi Korean". The Yale
Review of International Studies. January 2019. http://yris.yira.org/comments/2873.

e Rennie Moon, “Koreans in Japan”. Stanford Program on International and Cross-Cultural
Education. https://spice.fsi.stanford.edu/docs/koreans_in_japan.

e Minorities at Risk Project, “Chronology for Koreans in Japan, 2004.” Accessed 12
February 2021. https://www.refworld.org/docid/469f38aac.html.

Primary Sources:

e The History Museum of J-Koreans: Exhibits
Kyowakai Membership Card
Korean Regqistration Certificate Issued by Osaka Prefecture
Discrimination and Antiforeignism in a Crime Prevention Poster
Propaganda film You and Me

o O O O

e Japanese Nationalism & Imperialism
o Selections from the Kokutai No Hongi (Fundamentals of Our National Polity).
1937 (Asia for Educators) [Will Open as PDF]
o “The Old People and the New Government” by Komatsu Midori (Asia for
Educators) [Will Open as PDF]



https://ii.umich.edu/cjs
http://www.bill-gordon.net/papers/jhist2.htm
http://www.bill-gordon.net/papers/imperialism.htm
http://yris.yira.org/comments/2873
http://yris.yira.org/comments/2873
http://yris.yira.org/comments/2873
https://spice.fsi.stanford.edu/docs/koreans_in_japan
https://spice.fsi.stanford.edu/docs/koreans_in_japan
https://www.refworld.org/docid/469f38aac.html
http://www.j-koreans.org/en/exhibit/exhibit_11.html
http://www.j-koreans.org/en/exhibit/exhibit_09.html
http://www.j-koreans.org/en/exhibit/exhibit_10.html
http://www.j-koreans.org/en/exhibit/exhibit_21.html
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/japan/kokutai.pdf
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/japan/kokutai.pdf
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/korea/komatsu_new_govt.pdf
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/korea/komatsu_new_govt.pdf
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Facing History & Ourselves. Japanese Empire Buildi

ng (1870-1942). Accessed Feb. 21, 2021.

https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/default/files/Map_02_Japanese_Empire_small.jpg.
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Registered Korean residents in Japan 1911-. October 19, 2003. Accessed Feb. 21, 2021.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Population_of Koreans_in_Japan.qif.


https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/default/files/Map_02_Japanese_Empire_small.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Population_of_Koreans_in_Japan.gif
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FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION IN JAPAN

= The Share of the foreign-born population in Japan is one of the lowest in the OECD
country.

= The total number of foreign born-residents in Japan is approximately 2.93 million,
whereas the U.S. recorded about 44.8 million.

% Figure 1.10. The foreign-born as a percentage of the total population in OECD countries, 2000 and 2018
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Note: Data refer to 2000 or the closest available year, and to 2018 or the most recent available year. The OECD and EU/EFTA

averages are simple averages based on rates presented. For Japan and Korea, the data refer to the foreign population rather
than the foreign-born population.

OECD Library: International migration Outlook 2019 Chapter 1 “Size and composition of the foreign-born population in OECD countries"



http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13256541#:%7E:text=Foreign%20population%20in%20Japan%20reaches%20record%202.93%20million%20at%20end%20of%20December,-By%20HIROYOSHI%20ITABASHI&text=Around%202.93%20million%20foreigners%20were,the%20Immigration%20Services%20Agency%20said.
https://doi.org/10.1787/data-00342-en.
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/c3e35eec-en/1/2/1/index.html?itemId=/content/publication/c3e35eec-en&_csp_=5484c834d3b947b42e43a8aee995b48b&itemIGO=oecd&itemContentType=book#section-d1e14171

FOREIGN POPULATION IN JAPAN 1350-2005
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https://www.stat.go.jp/data/kokusei/2000/gaikoku/00/01.html



CONCEPT OF RACE: SOCIAL CONSTR
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https://www.routledge.com/Racial-Formation-in-the-United-States/Omi-Winant/p/book/9780415520317
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/national-colors-9780199337354?cc=us&lang=en&
https://www.amazon.com/Racism-without-Racists-Color-Blind-Persistence/dp/1442202181

INVISIBLE DIFFERENCE (BLOOD) AS A

RACIAL SIGNIFIER

= Susie Phipps Case

= Until her 40s, Susie Guillory Phipps lived her life as
white. In 1977, when she obtained her birth certificate
to get a passport, she realized that she has been
classified as Black, because of her state (Louisiana) law
which declared anyone with at least 1/32 or more of
“Negro Blood” to be designated as black.

= Susie Guillory Phipps had 3/32 Negro blood — her
great-great-great-great grandmother was an enslaved
African woman by the name of Marguerite.

“My children are white. My grandchildren
are white. Mother and Daddy were buried
white. My Social Security card says I'm
white. My driver’s license says I'm white.

There are no blacks out where [ live,
except the hired hands. My birth

certificate is the only thing that says I'm

black.”
(

)


https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1983/05/21/louisiana-court-sees-no-shades-of-gray-in-womans-request/ddb0f1df-ba5d-4141-9aa0-6347e60ce52d/

SOCIAL CLOSURE & DURABLE INEQUALITY

Max Weber (1968) “Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive
Sociology” edited by Guenther Roth and Claus Wittich. 3 vols. New York:
Bedminster

Frank Parkin (1979) “Marxism and Class Theory: A Bourgeois Critique”
London: Tavistock.

Charles Tilly (1998) “Durable Inequality’” Berkeley & Los Angels: University of
California Press.




DIFFERENT MINORITY GR

JAPAN

= Ryukyuan/Okinawan
= Ainu
= Zainichi Korean and Taiwanese

= Burakumin

Reference: Michael Weiner. “Japan’s

minorities: The illusion of homogeneity”

(London, Routledge)
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PHOTO ARCHIVES ON ZAINICHI KOREANS

= The History of Museum of J-Koreans
= www.j-koreans.org/en/index.html




PRIMARY RESOURCES ON ZAINICHI KOREANS

= ZAINICHI KOREAN RESEARCH RESOURCE PAGE AT NATIONAL DIET LIBRARY IN
TOKYO

= Japanese Parliamentary Records

= GOVERNMENT STATISTICS ON FOREIGNERS IN JAPAN



https://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/research_guide/entry/theme-asia-126.php
https://kokkai.ndl.go.jp/#/
https://stats-japan.com/t/kiji/11639
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JAPANESE NEWS PAPER ARCHIVES

Full Text Databases for Japanese Newspapers at Yale University

https://guides.library.yale.edu/japan/newspapers
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FICTIONS AND NON-FICTIONS ON ZAINICHI
KOREANS

= Dear Pyongyang (Documentary)

= Go (Movie)

= Patchigi (Movie)

= Our School/Uri Hakkyo (Documentary)
= PACHINKO (Novel)



SCHOLARS WHO STUDY ABOUT JAPAN'S MINORITY
(SELECTED)

= Jan Neary: The Buraku Issue and Modern Japan: The Career of Matsumoto Jiichiro (Nissan
Institute/Routledge, 2010)

= Sonia Ryang: Koreans in Japan: Critical Voices from the Margin. (London: Routledge. 2000)
= John Lie: Multi-ethnic Japan (University of California Press, 2008)

= Tessa Morris-Suzuki: Beyond Racism: Semi-Citizenship and Marginality in Modern Japan (
Japanese Studies: Race and Racism in Japan.Volume 35: Pages 67-84,2015.)

= Laura Hein and Mark Selden: Island of Discontent: Okinawan response to Japanese and
American Power. (Rowman & Littlefield, 2003)

= Kiyoteru Tsutsui: Rights Make Might: Global Human Rights and Minority Social Movements
in Japan. (Oxford University Press, 2018)

= Ann-Elise Lewallen: The Fabric of Indigeneity: Ainu Identity, Gender and Settler Colonialism
in Japan (School for Advanced Research Press and University of New Mexico Press, 2016)

= David Howell: Geographies of Identity in Nineteenth-Century Japan. (University of
California Press, 2005)
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