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'FACE DEATH.
'Fr'om ‘the London Spectalor.
g pamc ‘which® the ‘cholera is apnarently
Bzt tdng Egypt wm hardly increase the respect
3a whioh r,he 'Western World: is "held by Orientals
- hoha.?e to snbmit to its guldance- The Lnowl—
edge oftlife in which the West excels the East 1s in
ETL compensa.ted by the undigaified dismay and
‘confusion with which: anything like a general no-
itice to quit is: rt_acen:ed, among the Western races
by whom the art of living "has been so effectually
studied. "Mr. Kinglake described, with even more
than . lns ordlnary vivacity, between 40 and 50
years ‘ago; in his * Eothen,” the contrast between
‘the condudy of the Levantines at Cairo, pallid with
'terror. ana shrioking from the touch of every
2 ig gatment or rag in the city,as if it
sentence . of death—and as if, too,

th for - the " .plague, ‘mon would be immortal—
ami the conduct of the Mobammedans, who calinly
itched their tents for the celebration of thelr re-
oas festival, and hung swings for their children,
‘the very “burizl eround where the howls of the
arrivlng funerals were heard, hour after hour, pro-
wlaiming -the rapid depopulation of the great city.
The Oriental. whatever his faitli, does not seem to
iponsider prolonged life as the only conceivable and
Hntellizible contingency for himself, outside which
inll is. nnfmeaniag and chaonc-—-conmnzenoies not
even to be approaoched with dignity and presence
‘of mind.' On the contrary he seems to regard life
rod death as alike contingzencies whichhe is bound
0 meet with the same egunanimityv—alternative
‘branches of fhe same inscratable deorces. But
‘the average Buropean can conly die with dignity
awhere the'steady pressure of opinion and expecta-
-tion it the class In which bhe lives supplies a stima-
‘{us that enables him to do so; and if that pressure
Is removed by the contagxon of a general panio.
‘such as is caused by the rout of an army or by a
Irightfnl epidemic, all restraints vanish at once,
‘and the resmit is general demoralization and be-
wildstment, of which flight appears to be the only
‘fixed idea.. Mr. Kinglake contrasts with thisun-
dignifed flight, the grave demeanor of the Moham-
medaps, *‘1did not hear while I was at Cairo that
any prayer for a remission of the plague had been
offered .up 'in the mosques. I-believe that, how-
everfrichiful the.ravapes of the disease mey be,
“the - Mohammedans ™ refrain from approaching
-heaven with thelr complaints until the plague has
endured for a long space. Then at last they
Y God, not that the plague may _cease,
but “that it may go to another cxty " We do
ot know how far tais may appniy to the at-
ititude of Mohammedans of the present day, but
notmg ‘eould express better the belief that the
plagne 18 sent to answer some speific purpose—of
course, a purpose of destruction—but that that
purpose wiil in  all probability stop short of the
:complete destruction of a given city, and is likely
rather to involve the partial depopulation of
other oities. According to XMr. Ixmgle.xe, the
ideaths in Cairo had reached 1,200 a day before
ho left. and even that was not & point -at
Xvhleh it was thonghtdecent by Mohammedans to
assume that the purpose of God in sending the
plague had been suficiently fulfilled to make it
Tight. to pray that it mizht pass on to a new place.
Thuz, the average Orfental evidently faces boldly
thepossibzhty thatitmay be the purpose of God that
‘and B great number of his companions should
me, whiie the average European averts his mind
grtogether from such a possibility as purely unnat-
arsl,” -and Dbolts from the . danger which he
Evewemes. g0 goon as he understands its

atal ' character, just as, without discipline, he
onld bolt out of the line of fire of = mitralleuse,
‘the moment he saw his commdcs fallin;: thickly
.around him. And those words *‘ without disci-
i)hne“ tell the wnole seeref of the averaze Euro-
Ppean's sireiigth and weakness., A ai =ciplined foree
wwould be keptinits place by the-respect paid to
The ovinion of those who had 2een traiped to vaiuse
urage.and fideiity to orders more hizhly tkan
g.ga itself, A= undisciplined crowd flies, because
ers18 no suech respect for trained oplmon, no
Xnowledge that there is such a body of opinion
“veorth respecting, and, finally, because there isno
vestraiping instinct in the individual, strong.
‘epouzh '~ to take the place of that so-
cial disciplive which governs a  trained
of men. The Oriental does - not fly;
beoa.use thereisin him such a restreiningz instinct
~2n -fostinct consisting in part, perhapy, of the
?eeling*that 1ife is hardly worth so ignominious a
getreat.from death:. partly, again, of the feeling
that 1ffe cannot ultimately be ro rescued, but will
sherﬂy forfeit again, under eircumstances of
!sbm greater ignominy, even if for the moment
;death ‘be delayed. In other words, the value forhfe
$3°less vebement and potent in the Oriental, while
thebelier in ‘= discernible destiny iz stronger; the
value forlife isoverwhelmingly predominant in the
ropean, while the belief in.a destiny that in any
sense overriiles human action is moro theoretic
ghan'practical. The Criental is less terrified by the
%tospect. of death and more profoundly impressed
y.the Jmpossimhty of escaping it when the time
Tomes.’  The -European fears premature death as
gomething altogetber irrationsal, unnatural, and al-
most. intolerable. except under the socinl coercion
ofa‘protesslonal instinot which has become a sec-
‘ond’and stronger nature; and, therefore, except
&vhen this goeinl coercion is jn full force, 2 Euro-
ea.n maultitude is subjecs to much more ‘disgrace-
ul panics than an Oriental people. being both more
senacious of life and less tenacious of dignity.
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July 28, 1833.]

THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURN.IL.

CHOLERA IN EGYPT.
TELEGRAMS TO THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.
[FROM OUR SPECIAL MEDICAL CORRESPONDENTS.]
Dr. MAcK1E, C.B., Consular Physician at Alexandria, has forwarded
the two following telegrams to the BRITISi MEDICAL JOURNAL,
Alexandria, July 25th.

Disi i after the of the native hori it
carried on in the following manner. An Arab enters a house in an
infected district with a small portable five, into which he puts some
sulphur, he then walks quickly through all the rooms in the house,
carrying the burning sulphur, and scatiering a little chloride of
lime on the floor. The state of the Aloxandvia Hospital is abominable ;
the wards reek with effluvia, and the patients lie on bedding covered
with ilth from the former occupants. Their diet is a soup made of
rice boiled in water, which article of consumplmn is administered
to them once in the morning and once in the evening. All severe
cases of illness that have the misfortune to be admitted into the
hospital, appear to contract cholera or, at least, typhoid fever,
within its walls. One casc of recovery from cholera was reported on
Wednesday, July 23th, at Kaffr Dawar. At Cairo, the progress of
the discasc is slow compared to the rate of extension of similar pre-
vious epidemics. It is believed that the intensity of the outbreak
is diminishing; the greatest comparative mortality was at Chibin-
el-Koum, July 24th, where 117 died amidst a population of 16,000,
Dr. Flood has again attempted to prove that the cholera was im-
ported by the fireman of the Timor, but without success. All ac-
counts from the different districts in Iigypt, agree that the outbreak
was preceded by a large increase of sickness and mortality from
other diseases, without any sporadic cases of true cholera having
been observed ; if seems that some general cause had simultancously
aftéeted the whole population in the nelghbourhoud of Damietta and

The special chol at Alex-
andria, outside the town, are very clean ; G'hc volunwcr sanitary com-
mission has done good work, At Cairo, sanitary matters are nearly
at 2 standstill; the exccutive administration cannot enforce their
On Saturday last, the bad feeling between the mob and the
istration nearly stirred up a rebellion, so that mat-
ters looked very serious, The Egyptian lower classes consider all
precautions o be impious ; “ God is great,” they ory, and all is pre-
destined ; hence they {obstruct the very little sanitary work that
has been carried into effect.

Two cases of infected refugees from the interior arrived at Alex-
andria on Tuesday. The mortality at Caivo (population 380,000)
was 860 in the twenty-four hows ending on Wednesday moming,
against 463 on the previous day. A seven days' quarantine is en
forced at Alexandria upon all persons coming from the interior. A
laxge number of non-residents were forbidden, on Tuesday, to cnter
the town, which, being still partly in ruins, has no accommodation
for them. As the London papers have already announced, a few
cases of the epidemic have occurred amongst the British and the
native troops.  On Monday, the authorities unsuccessfully attempted
to effect a forcible evacuation of the inhabitants of the infected
parts of Mansourah,

Alexandria, July 26th, 11 A,
There is no farther increase. The daily mortality during the last
epidemic at Cairo was 485, according to the official reports, but
there i reason to believe it was xtill higher. It was confined mostly
to the unhealthy regions of the town.

Cairo, July
DR. GRANT BEY telegraphs to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL :
“Cholera spreading in Upper Egypt. Bulletins only approximate,
Four thousand have died since my telegram of July 18th, including
680 in Cairo, in Old Cairo, and 1,189 at Boulak, where the
scenes are most heart-rending. The death-wail is heard in every

house, and familics are leaving their burning hamlets. All classes,
from the Khedive downwards, are lending a helping hand. The
malady attacks natives principally. Doctors, professors, and rich
and noble families, all cxperience its ravages. There is no fever
with the discase. The mortality at Boulak is decreasing; at Cairo,
it is increasing. Disinfectants are being burnt in the streets
throughout the city. The Egyptian and Bri

The weather continues fine, The doctors are overworked ; and some
ave firs de combat, whilst some are absent.”

OUR special correspondent at Cairo, writing on the 10th instant,
says that the discase has now attacked the European population ;
and that a good many Greeks have died at Mansourah, and an
Austrian subjoct at Aloxan

he following is a table of mortality from cholera alone, the
nunbers given being rather under than over the actual number, as
deaths  take place from the diseasc without a doctor secing the
patient, and certificates are granted without su deration, but
the crror is always sure to be on the least panic-making side,
1;1 June, to B AN Jnly 9th, 1,»’{(‘\‘}

Damiet

The soldiers and gendarmeric on duty arc not keopmg Ramadan,
but all the other Mohammedans are observing the fast as usual. The
Sanitary Board proposed that the fast should be put off. The people
are constantly breaking through the cordons, but whenever they
are found they are immediately isolated and put in quarantine. In
Alexandria the panic is very great, but at Cairo everyone is coming
forward to volunteer his services if required.

The soldiers forming the cordons have permission to fire on any
who may attempt to break through them, The river is patrolled | m
a steamer, under the orders of an Bnglish inspector, who has
charge of kecping the Nile and the cnnnls clear of dead cattle. the
dead bodies are taken out and buri

Two “flies” or tug-boats are Saioned at the cordons, to prevent
their being broken through riverways. Genersl sanitary commis-
sioners have been formed in Cairo and Alexandri o towns
have becn divided into districts.  House-to-honse visitation is made,
and disinfectants are freely distributed to the poor.

The weather is exceedingly fine, and a constant north-westerly
breeze is blowing. The ordinary mortality of Cairo is less than it
was last year at this tim

The bulletin, July 9th, 8 ¢, to July 10th, 8 A, is as follow:

“ Deaths from cholera: Damicttn, 49; Mansourah, 101; Samanoud,
8 (July 9th, 8 A, to 6 P.r); Sherbeen, 1; Menzaleh, no news;
Fort Said, 0 Alexandria, 0.”

ave been no cases at Port Said for six dags, Menzalch is
situated much out of the way, there being neither railway nor tele-
graph to it. News, however, has been received that there had
been a general and spontancous depopulation of the Place before
the sanitary cordon was formed. A great proportion of tl
mictta people are living under canvas in the fields, and the et
rate is diminishing fast. There have been complaints about lack of
doctors and medicines, and also food; but as the complaints come
to the of the itics, they ai attended
0. Tho Ninistor of the Tntesior and th Prestdent of the Sanitary
Board have worked energetically and amicably together. Here
there s an unmistakable proof that, in carrying ont hygienic mea-
gares, the people must be, at loast, partially cducated ; and the
Minister of Public Tnstruction must sducate the Egyptians before
iygiento rules and regalations aro launched amongst such an ig-
norant raco as he has 1o deal with in that oty

THROUGH the courtesy of the Dircctor-General of the Medical De-
partment of the Navy, we have received a copy of a_meteorological
table for June, with comments, drawn up by Dr. Gilbert Kirker,
gurgeon of HALS, /7is, at Port Kaid, and forwarded by him for the

The were made

of 5
daily at 9.30 .ua vt ; and comprise the barometrie

t
proseure, the témpermture in the Snde as ganged by the dry and
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wet bulb thermometers ; the dew-poizt ; the relative humidity ; the
directions of the wind; and the amount and characters of cloud.
They were taken at Port Said during the greater part of the month,
and at Alexandria from June 19th to 23rd. The table shows that,
as regards wind and humidity, there were two well marked periods
in the month. In the first period, from June lst to 23rd (with
which must be included the last three days of May) the winds were
variable. There were occasional calms at night, 4nd the humidity
was excessive (several times reaching the point of saturation, 100,
and never falling below 85). In the ssecnd period, commencing
on June 24th and continuing up to the date of Dr. Kirker's
communication on_July 6th, the summer sea-brceze was ostab-
lished. The wind blow, during the day, from about north-
west, and varied generally towards south-west in the night
and early morning. There were no calms, and the humidity was
modorate (in Juno, from 71 to 8. The mean selative humidity

of the first period, both at 9.30 AM. and 11 P.M., was 94; e
second, it was 78 and 81 respectivel r. Kl thinks thut, in-
dependently of the notorious unsanitary c revailing at

Damietta and_elsewhere, meteorological Conditions Have probably
been an important factor in the development of the cholera in
Egypt. The epidemic was announced to have appeared at Damictta.
about June 22nd, at the end of a period of twenty-five days, during
which the air was often stagnant, and always moist, frequently
to saturation,

REPORT OF THE CONSULAR PHYSICIAN AT ALEX-
ANDRIA TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE,
WE understand that the following report has been received at the
Foreign Office from Dr. Mackie. In a similar report, published in
the last number of the JOURNAL, page 134, the heading should
have been “ Consular Physician,” and not “ Consul;” and the name
of Dr. Grant Bey was crroncously substituted for that of Dr, Mackic
in the short paragraph preceding the report.
Alexandria, July 15th, 18
Since my report of the 9th instant, there has been a nofable de-
oresse {n the mortality trom cholera i3 the tmo yillages which Lave
suffered m ly—-Damietta and The
the disease, Howevor. soenis to aontinuis ummitigated. 1t 1 can rely on
reports which reach me from intelligent correspondents. The Board
of Health at Cairo can give no information, and I am obliged to
glean my information from other sources. Reports have been sent
%0 me from both Damietta and Mansourah of cascs of death in from
two to threc hours, in which there had been neither vomiting or diar-
rheea,  This seems to have occurred so often, that many inhabitants
of those villages do not believe it is cholera, but some new diseasc.
T remember, in my own experience and_practice here in the cholera
of 1865, many such cases. Though the number of victims in the
villages first attacked has diminished, and no very severc outbreak
bas shown itself in any of the other villages, yct, from slight out-
breaks occuring hero and the, the discase shows a great tendoncy
to spread. Up to the present, the route it has taken is along the
Damictta branch of the Nile southwards, in the dircction of trafiic
and prevailing wind. The only deviation from this line of progress
as yet being Port Said, Menzaleh, Chibin-el-Koum, and Alexandria,
and ab nonc of these places, except, perhaps, Menzaleh, have thers
been more than a few cases. If this steady, though slow, progress
continues, it is likely to find its way along the Nile to Cairo. The
cases which have oceurred at such places s Chibin-el-Koum and Port
Said may be accounted for by persons escaping from the infected
villages, but I have no authentio information. With regard to the
fizst case which oceurred in Alexandri, tho are as

inhabitants of these huts were at once turned out, and sent to Gabari
on July ith, to perform guarantine, smongst ther being the daughter
of this man. On July L0th, she wastaken ill at Gabari, with vomit-
ing and d)arrhoea, stated by the sanitary authorities to be cholerine;
but, in two days, was well. The man himself left for Syria a day
or two ater his arrival from Mansourah, and, as far as is known,
is alive and well, and had no symptoms of diarrhcea nor cholera.

The second case was an Abyssinian (a sorvanty, who lived at some
distance £rom the house where the first case happencd. Ho w
taken to the native hospital, where he died. I enclose the statement
of the doctors, which contains all the information they can give.
The third and last case was the Austrian referred to in my last re-
port, who died last Sunday. He had been drinking in the evening,
ate a hearty supper, chiefly sardines, went to bed, and was taken ill
about miduiglt, and dicd next day at 7 par, having bad all
the symptoms of choler

The statement with regard to Mohamed Khalifa, reported by tho
sasitary physician of Port Said to have probably bocn the meuns of

from

anced by the Cairo Bo:ud of }Iea.lv.h s boon disproved. An i mqlur\
was instituted, at which the followmg facts were elicited. amed
Khalifa, shipped on board an English steamer as fireman, w nt to
Bombay with the vessel, remained there three weeks, and returned
in the vessel to Port Said, all bemg in perfwb health, nor had he
‘heard cholora mentioned while at The voyage from Bom-
bay to Port Said lasted twenty days lle left the vessel at Port
Said and went to his house, where he remained four days. After
this, he was three days in prison for having engaged in a quarrel.
He then left for Damietta, where he arrived by boat on Sunday,
June 24th, after a passage of twenty hours, and was there in per-
fect healthon July 1st, It is thusshown that he arrivedin Damietta
in perfect health two days after cholera was declared, having left a
healthy ship. A great many of the soldiers forming the cordons
Sanituires have taken the disease, notwithstanding the care taken,
and stringent orders issued by the English officers. A letter from
Colonel Sartorius of the 12th instant states: “One man Damietta
cordon taken ill to-day. One officer, eleven non-commissioned
officers Mansourah cordon, taken ill to-day. Talka cordon, one soldier,
one officer and nine men noud cordon taken ill to-day, and two
men dead. Clnbm el Koum cordon,four taken ill and two dead three
day: raph, presumably authentic, in the Egyptian
Gacetts of the 1ieh msmnf states  that it was fo\md Deoseasry to
change the position of the cordon at Samanou ing so, it was
necessary tocross a native grave-yard, where viotims stothe ‘provailing
disease had only recently been’interred. During the one night
that the sentinels remained in the cemetery, they caught the
malady.”

The disease_has now been raging in Bgypt for twenty-four days
in as fatal a form as the cholera of 1865, judging from the pub-
shed bulletins ; and, with the exception of the few cases at Port
id, most, if not all, of which the sanitary physician declares oc-
curred in refugees from Damietta, The route across Egypt, from
Asia to Europe, has been free. The origin of the outbreak at
Damietta remains as obscure as ever. The Sanitary Board of Cairo
has now announced, almost officially, its belief that the disease has
been imported from Bombay. s also express the same be-
lief, holl.lmg the opinion that cholera invariably spreads from India,
while those who are not bound by opinion, and ask investigation
and proof, are inclined to find in the unsanitary state of the country
where the discase first broke out, sufficient to account for an out.
break without importation. If the substance or germ necessary for
the production of cholera can be produced or evolved from decaying
animal matter, a local origin can easily be found at Damietta.
What constitutes cholera, even in India, ﬂ\c means by which it is

n left Mansourah on June 22nd (cholera being
ufﬁcmlly dectured there o the 35y, and. the same day Joined his
family in Alexandria, His family, consisting of wife and daughter,
and another woman, lived in a wooden shanty, one of a number of
wooden erections huddled together in a waste open space in a
Dealthy well-aired part of the town; but the shanties have no
sanitary armangements whasever, and are densely orowded by washer-

men and ironing-women, poor work-people and their familics.
lhmmug paralel with these, and separated from them by a narrow
lane, is & row of badly kept offensive stables or mews. Dart of this
open space on which there was 20 building was covered by fivcal
matter, being used by the families living in the tenements. The
woman who lived in the family was taken ill on July lst, and died
next day, the death being, certified * very probably cholera.” The

are now generally but there must be a first
boginping. " What isit? 11t hus had its st beginning in wnsani-
tary India, why not in unsanitary jetta, with a river flowing
through it supplying it with water filled with rotting carcasses of
animals which have dicd of cattle-phgue, four hundred of which,
according to authentic information, have been fished out and buried
since the disease appeared. The soil around is also the best that
could be for the propagation of cholera, being loosely alluvial and
fical, and the wates often nearly stagnant {rom the tidelessness of
the er such circumstances, cholera could dwell and thrive.
The question still i, how could it originate? The stady of this
epidemic will be epidemiologically, commercially, and politically of
most intense interest, and the investigators will have to be inde-
pendent men, free from all political influence, if truth is to be
arrived at. I am not aware that a case of cholera has occurred in
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