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THE FACTORY POLLUTION

Anishinaabe The Lorax



THE SOLUTION
Anishinaabe The Lorax



THE MESSAGE
Anishinaabe The Lorax



THE GRAMMAR

Anishinaabe
Animals have names

Plants and animals are educational

No human characters

The Lorax
“The” creatures

Plants and animals are fictional

Told from the perspective of humans



WHY PICTURE BOOKS?

¡ “The Anishinaabe outlook is one of action, energy and reciprocity, which 
invites exploration of survival as an interconnected communal act—a grammar 
of environmentalism.”

¡ “Anishinaabe stories typically introduce indigenous animals and settings, help 
with identification of local places, and encourage intergenerational memory.”

¡ “[The stories] blur contemporary genres of fiction and nonfiction to include 
scientific concepts with culturally relevant lessons in morality and spirituality.”

-Noodin



SKYWOMAN FALLING

Places emphasis on reciprocity and generosity

“We say that humans have the least experience 
with how to live and thus the most to learn—
we must look to our teachers among the other 
species for guidance.” -Kimmerer



THE TALES OF WENABOZHO (NANABOZHO)

¡ “illustrates adaptive change and creative 
adaptation of the environment within the 
boundaries of the ecological system.”

¡ “demonstrate what should not be done”

¡ “teach the facts required for stewardship 
and partnership with the lake”

¡ “this tale returns several times to… the 
consequences of altering an environment”

-Noodin



NATIVE SUSTAINABILITY EFFORTS

Accommodate altered hydrologic 
processes – plan for limited water 
availability

Design and modify infrastructure to meet 
expected conditions

Encourage community adjustments and 
transition while maintaining reciprocity 
and balance

-Tribal Adaptation Menu Team



AMERICAN OPPOSITION



NATIVE OPPOSITION

“Joining him is a small group of 
other ‘water protectors’ 
representing Native Americans 
across Michigan and beyond.  They 
say a Line 5 rupture, however 
unlikely some experts describe it, 
would threaten their way of life.” -
Malewitz



NATIVE OPPOSITION
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