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the power
Germanic Languages and Literatures (GLL) has a long and distinguished 
history at the University of Michigan. Today it holds a prominent and 
unique position in the field of German Studies and embraces a strong 
vision for its place in the future of the discipline. GLL is one of the pre-
mier departments in the nation and has been particularly successful at 
establishing a paradigm of interdisciplinary German Studies that has 
been called the “Michigan model.” Our undergraduate program is one of 
the few in the country offering language and cultural courses in Dutch 
and Scandinavian studies. Our success in creating institutionally flexible 
ways of crossing boundaries among departments and schools is without 
parallel at other institutions.

Our largest-ever fundraising campaign is 
ambitious, visionary, purposeful — worthy 
of the name “Victors.” The $400 million 
goal is built upon the cornerstone of the 
liberal arts: the idea that a powerful, prag-
matic education can transform hearts and 
minds, can solve problems in a changing 
world, can yield ideas and innovation 
across every discipline. That’s why we are 
focused on raising money so that the best 
and brightest minds can have access to 
the College through robust scholarship 
support, no matter their financial circum-
stances. So too are we committed to help-
ing every student acquire not just knowl-
edge in the classroom, but experiences 
outside the academy including innovative 
entrepreneurial efforts and internships. We 
strive to support our faculty on the front-
lines of research, and steward our planet, 
our community, our campus. To do all 
this, and so much more, the College needs 
you — because the world needs Victors.



the opportunities
Germany has emerged as the strongest economy in 
Europe, and the state of Michigan has especially deep 
economic ties to the country. Not only is German one 
of the most important languages for business and 
engineering, it is among the most frequently required 
or recommended academic languages. German is also 
centrally important for gaining a first-hand, funda-
mental knowledge of the aesthetic, philosophical, 
and scientific foundations of modern thought. While 
language courses are recognized for encouraging stu-
dents to explore other world views and to learn to think 
critically about culture, our graduate and undergradu-
ate students also have the benefit of faculty with deep 
methodic training and experience in German and Com-
parative Literature, History, Political Science, Film 
Studies, Linguistics, Sociology, Philosophy, Business, 
and Music. Many of our faculty members have joint 
appointments in corresponding departments—they 
are interdisciplinarians, which gives our students an 
even more comprehensive education. Graduates with 
a major in Germanic languages are prepared for a wide 
variety of careers in business, teaching, international 
health care, marketing, government, and international 
relations. In addition, the University provides ample 
opportunity for study abroad and immersion learning 
experiences, such as living in the Max Kade House.

the impact
Our vision of the future involves a continuing com-
mitment to interdisciplinary study, even as we guide 
the Department’s transformation within a scholarly 
and pedagogical environment that is shifting toward 
increasingly international, comparative modes of 
study and scholarship. Our notion of German Stud-
ies is keyed to this broad reconceptualization of the 
Humanities, and also endeavors to make a contribu-
tion towards the larger field’s still emerging shape. We 
strive to offer opportunities for intellectual exchange 
to our students and community through the German 
Studies Colloquium series, as well as seek support  
for undergraduate and graduate language learning 
opportunities.

GRADUATE STUDENT FELLOWSHIP 
$1M endowed/$50,000 annually

Our status as an internationally recognized leader in German 
Studies attracts a pool of the best applicants in the field to our 
program. The competitiveness of our student funding packages 
and our ability to give students time to immerse themselves in 
study are the keys to bringing the very best of these students 
to Michigan. This fund allows us to give incoming graduate 
students one semester in their first year to immerse themselves 
in the intellectual life of the Department by freeing them from 
teaching responsibilities. Students appreciate the chance to get 
their scholarly bearings in this crucial first year, knowing that 
their need to be trained as German teachers also will be fulfilled 
in the course of their program. Fellowships help offset the some-
times marked difference between the funding packages offered 
by heavily endowed private institutions and those available from 
a large, public institution such as ours, allowing us access to a 
large and diverse undergraduate student body.

DUTCH STUDIES LECTURER
$500,000 endowed/$25,000 annually

As the Dutch Studies program grows, we seek support for a 
permanent part-time lecturer. Such a position, in addition to 
the lecturer position already held within the Department, would 
enable GLL to offer a minor in Dutch Studies, as we do in Scandi-
navian Studies.



contact inFo
Development, Marketing, and
Communications, College of LSA

500 South State Street, Ste 5000
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-1382

P.734.615.6333
F.734.647.3061

www.lsa.umich.edu
www.lsa.umich.edu/german

UNDERGRADUATE EXPERIENCE  
IN GERMAN FUND
$10,000 to $50,000 annually

This fund supports cultural enrichment activities for German 
majors and minors with a particular focus on undergraduate 
students living in the Max Kade German House, the only liv-
ing-learning language based MLC (Michigan Learning Com-
munity) residence on campus. These activities may include: 
educational visits within the United States, as well as an annual 
study experience in a German or Austrian city; outreach events 
that engage our students with German culture and attract 
potential students to study German; and special project support 
for individuals or groups of students working on topics relating 
to German culture.

GERMAN STUDIES COLLOQUIUM
$10,000 to $50,000 annually

The German Studies Colloquium is an interdisciplinary forum 
for scholarship in German Studies that is the intellectual nerve 
center of the Department. This is the venue for the visits of 
speakers, writers, filmmakers and artists from across the U.S. 
and Europe. Every winter term, the German Studies Colloquium 
takes the form of a credit-bearing course for graduate students, 
entailing the above activities in addition to dissertation chap-
ter presentations and professional development. The German 
Studies Colloquium has changed the face of graduate education 
and the intellectual profile of our Department. It merits support 
to guarantee the continuation of these essential activities.

SCHOLAR/ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
$10,000 to $50,000 annually

This fund will support a scholar or artist in a creative area such 
as film culture, music, art, or museum studies to come for a 
week, a month, a term, or a year to offer one or two undergrad-
uate courses in their field and to collaborate with faculty within 
GLL and across campus, or in support of on-campus creative 
scholarly activities associated with German studies, such as the 
bi-annual German Film Institute.

DUTCH STUDIES INITIATIVE 
$10,000 to $50,000 annually

Dutch Studies is growing and gifts are needed to provide sup-
port for instruction and curriculum development for additional 
courses, study abroad scholarships, cultural excursions and 
other activities. Gifts could be expendable or could be desig-
nated to help grow the Dutch Studies Endowment. 

WAYS TO FUND YOUR GIFT
Your gifts of cash, pledges, or appreciated securities change  
lives. Wills, estate, and planned gifts allow you to create a lasting 
legacy that will enable the best and brightest minds to experience  
a liberal arts education, solve problems in a changing world, and  
yield ideas and innovations that will make a difference in Michigan 
and around the globe.


