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Undergraduate Science Building, where the rest of EEB’s un-
dergraduate teaching takes place, allowing for greater integra-
tion with the Program in Biology.

The BSB towers are connected by walkways overlooking
five-story glass enclosed atriums with natural light copiously
spilling into the east atrium. Prehistoric whale skeleton fossils
of a Basilosaurus and Dorudon “swim” overhead between tow-
ers. Building residents have an exciting front row view as the

Museum of Natural History begins to take shape. = i —= — =
The integration with the Museum of Natural History fa- e ;
cilitates classes working with the museum and its resources. Taid |
Additionally, museum visitors will be able to view ongoing —
research in one of the research neighborhoods through a glass
partition. “There’s no question it’s exciting for the public to ' =
see science at work. Not surprisingly, the researchers are a bit TR — 4
concerned about how it will work,” said Goldberg. Needs will N —— P o
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Walkways connecting the towers with views into labs from the 5th floor west atrium,
looking south toward the Ruthven Building. Image: Bob Foran.

be balanced and interesting exhibits and displays that explain
ongoing research and its real world implications are being
developed for those areas.

Although the bulk of the wet and dry collections from the
Museum of Zoology moved to the Research Museums Center
on Varsity Dr. in Ann Arbor, there is substantial space for
teaching and research collections (wet and dry) in BSB.
Effective ways to transport people between campus and RMC,
which is about 15 minutes south of campus, are in place,
including a regular shuttle service.

“The shuttle gets students to the RMC where they interact
with expert staff and work with any of the nearly 15 million
natural history specimens that are housed there,” said Profes-
sor Christopher Dick, curator and associate chair for museum
collections. “The collection facilities at BSB permit faculty and
students to seamlessly integrate campus activities and
specimen based research and teaching.”

As part of the move, five research neighborhoods
were created that now comprise EEB:
biodiversity; biogeochemistry; field biology;
molecular biology and microbiology (aka MB2);
and theory.

Interaction spaces are located throughout the BSB for faculty,
students and staff, in stark contrast to the Natural Science
Building. Places to sit and talk were limited in Nat Sci,

L K evidenced by students often sitting on the floor and on

Rachel Cable, research lab technician in the lab of Melissa Duhaime, assistant staircases, especially outside the auditorium.
professor, works on marine viruses sampled from Antarctic waters. Image: Bob Foran.J fall 2018 EEB 5
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Biological Sciences Building floorplan of level two. Drawing: Ennead Architects.

“When we tried to keep our office or lab doors open, the fire
marshall would make us close them. There was no way to
make it a welcoming environment.” The new building is full
of places to sit and talk and writable surfaces, such as white-
boards and interior glass walls, abound. For the first time,
EEB will be able to hold seminars and symposiums in the
same building where much of the EEB community works,
facilitating interactions before and after events.

Terrence McDonald was the driving force behind bringing
the building to fruition when he was dean of the College of
Literature, Science, and the Arts. He is currently the director

Goldberg recently heard two

students from very different labs
talking about working on a software
analysis program together. “That’s the
kind of thing that just happens naturally
when you’re interacting more with

each other.”

of the Bentley Historical Library, and an Arthur E Thurnau
Professor of History.

The design process began in 2013 with meetings between
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faculty and architects to discuss needs. Goldberg pointed out
that everything doesn’t stand still after a building is designed.
With new faculty hires, new equipment and assorted other
requirement changes, designs had to be updated.

Goldberg knows the building intimately. She began working
on BSB when she was EEB chair and has been the depart-
ments point person since. “I've been the liaison for architects,
for everything about the design and the move. I feel like I
could do a much better job the next time we move into a new
building,” she joked. “I've learned a lot about architecture and
code. I really enjoyed the design phase; we're now in the detail
and logistics phase, which is just as important, but somewhat
less fun.”

Goldberg is most excited about “little things, but they've
driven me crazy for 35 years. We had no cold rooms. We had
nowhere to put samples until we got them processed. So,
samples would get full of fungus. You come in from the field
and there’s nowhere to wash waders and equipment. We'd
bring them in and wash them in a lab sink. Now, we have a
field storage room where we can wash equipment.” While she
said BSB was primarily designed as a lab building, there are
features that make it better suited for field work than previ-
ously.

The Natural Science Building did not have the necessary in-
frastructure or sufficient air handling capacity for the modern
day needs of EEB or MCDB. On the top floors, the weight

of equipment was a concern. The use of space was ineflicient
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Meagan Simons, EEB graduate student, researches wasp behavior in the lab of Professor Elizabeth Tibbetts. Image: Bob Foran.

for research programs that naturally ebb and flow. Getting As each neighborhood moved in to the BSB from April
researchers enough space was a constant struggle because of through July, EEB held a series of neighborhood warmings to
fixed walls. The Natural Science Building will be renovated bring the EEB community together in the new space. It’s a sea
for the School of Kinesiology. The Ruthven Museums Build- change for the department but it would appear the tides are

ing will be preserved and renovated to house classrooms, U-M  turning for an even brighter and more promising futurex
administration and the Office of the President.

BSB and Museum of Natural History dedication

April 2019 -

The dedication of the Biological Sciences
Building will be paired with opening events

for the Museum of Natural History. Watch

for further information as the date approaches.

The pumas have migrated about 100 meters to BSB from Ruthven. Image: Dale Austin fall 2018 EEB 7
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A venomous frog hops to first place
EEB Honorary Photographer at Large Contest 2017

Anat Belasen Dan Rabosky Marc Ammerlaan

1st place: Anat Belasen “More venomous than a pitviper (yes, Honorable mentions
venomous),” Bahia, Brazil

2nd place: Dan Rabosky “Mushrooms in a floodplain,” lowland
Amazonian rainforest, southern Peru

3rd place: Marc Ammerlaan “Spoon in June,” Ann Arbor, Mich.

Honorable mentions:

Rumaan Malhotra “EEB Ph.D. students enjoy a starry sky at Sleeping
Bear Dunes, Mich.”

Kristel Sanchez “| scratch you, you scratch me,” Galapagos Islands Rumaan Malhotra

Rudolph von May “Vernal pool, San Joaquin Valley, Calif.”

The 10th annual photo contest was held in memory of
David Bay, “photographer at large” for EEB and its
predecessor departments for 34 years. View all of the 2017
photos: myumi.ch/abb05. The 2018 contest is underway.

Rudolph von May
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