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What is CGIS?
We are the Center for Global & Intercultural Study (CGIS). 
CGIS offers a variety of international opportunities to the 
U-M undergraduate community:

● Over 120 programs in 45+ countries!
● CGIS mostly serves LSA undergraduates, but students 

from all colleges are eligible for our programs

Did you know?
● You can go abroad as early as your first summer
● You can go abroad AFTER your senior year
● You can study abroad multiple times without delaying graduation
● Knowing another language is NOT a requirement to study abroad!

○ We offer programs in English speaking countries as well as 
programs taught in English in non-English speaking countries!
Consider Brazil, Cambodia, Greece, Madagascar, Tanzania, 
New Zealand, Rwanda, and more!

Why am I doing this at 
Chapter?

To provide you resources, 
suggestions and information to 
integrate sustainability into 
your travels abroad!



Independence

Confidence

Resilience

Adaptability

Why Go Abroad?
Study abroad or an international internship can help 
set you apart from the crowd!

● Academics:
○ Satisfy degree requirements 
○ Gain international perspectives in your field 

of study and consider new career pathways

● Skills:
○ Gain skills to approach situations from 

different cultural frameworks
○ Expand your know-how of the complex 

globalized landscape of today’s world 

● Global Connections:
○ Experience new places and cultures while 

making meaningful lifetime friendships 
○ Connect with the local community through 

volunteering, interning, and engage in 
cross-cultural exchange



What program makes 
sense for you?



Different 
Factors to 
Consider

● Identify 2-3 key factors that 
matter most to you

● Find programs that match 
these factors

○ Come chat with CGIS 
for help!

● Create corresponding goals to 
make the most of your study 
abroad experience



Major Advising 
Pages (MAPs)
We have MAPs for over 30 majors/minors! 
These pages include details about:
● Recommended programs
● Pre-approved courses
● Process for approval

Tip: Don’t let pre-approved courses limit you;
you can request approval from your department!

If degree-specific coursework isn’t an option for your major, consider:
● Language requirement programs
● Distribution requirement classes (e.g. Humanities + Social Sciences)
● Secondary major/minor requirements
● Experiential learning aspects (Research, Internships, etc.)

Be strategic: Start conversations with your 
advisors about study abroad early!
● Ask your major/minor advisors if your 

major/minor allows you to take coursework 
abroad

https://lsa.umich.edu/cgis/undergraduate-students/programs0/by-major-minor.html


Study Abroad Programs

Global Course 
Connections

Extend your on-campus learning 
from winter to gain hands-on 
experience

GCC

● Length: Winter term 
on campus, 3-4 weeks 
abroad

● Term: W/Sp
● Credits: 4-7
● Taught by: U-M Faculty

Global Intercultural 
Experience for 
Undergraduates

Get involved with a community- 
sourced project abroad

GIEU

● Length: Winter term 
on campus, 3-4 weeks 
abroad

● Term: W/Sp
● Credits: 2
● Taught by: Global social 

impact organizations

This option allows students more 
flexibility to choose courses that 
pertain to their major/minor

Spring/
Summer

● Length: 3-10 weeks
● Term: Sp/Su
● Credits: 3-10
● Taught by: Local Faculty
● Research and internship 

opportunities available!

This option allows students more 
flexibility to choose courses that 
pertain to their major/minor

Semester /
Academic 
Year

● Length: 1-2 semesters
● Term: F/W or both
● Credits: 12-18
● Taught by: Local Faculty
● Research and internship 

opportunities available!

Languag
e 
Requiremen
t Courses

● Length: 5-6 weeks
● Term: Sp/Su
● Credits: 6-8
● Taught by: U-M Faculty, 

Local Faculty
● Available in Spanish, 

French, and Italian

Complete your 4th semester or 
combined 3rd + 4th semester 
language requirements abroad

GCC + GIEU have great scholarship opportunities! All LSA Pell Grant recipients who participate in GCC/GIEU can apply for 
and receive the GCC/GIEU Grant. The grant pays the entire program fee!

We also have International 
Internship programs!



PitE + 
Environmental



Earth + Env. Science

*(Pre-Med rec)

*(Pub-pol rec)

*(general rec)

*(STEM+ recs)



SFS - School for 
Field Studies
● Contribute to a legacy of environmental 

research and stewardship 

● Experienced research scientists will push you to 
get creative as you work to understand the 
critical environmental issues of our time 

● Get ready for muddy boots, cold showers, and 
dirt under your fingernails, because you’ll be in 
the field doing science, not just talking about it 
in a classroom 

● Fall / Winter / Spring-Summer

● Prerequisites: One semester of college-level 
ecology, biology, or environmental 
studies/science (for semester programs)

● Locations: Bhutan – Cambodia – Chile – Kenya 
– Panama – Tanzania – Turks & Caicos Islands



Social Sustainability:
GIEU (Global Intercultural Experience for 
Undergraduates Programs):
GIEUs are project-based service-learning programs 
that allow students to work with and learn from 
communities engaged in efforts to address local needs



Social Sustainability
Students on GIEU programs collaborate with 
local partners who are working on issues 
important to their collective well being

● Previous examples have included expanding 
access to health care, economic 
empowerment, increasing accessibility to 
public spaces for mobility-challenged 
individuals, and many others

These are projects that the communities are 
already engaged in

● GIEU students join the projects midstream in 
order to both learn from local experts and 
community members and to contribute 
whatever they can, as needed



Social Sustainability
GCC (Global Course Connections):

GCCs offer a unique opportunity to take what 
students learn on campus at U-M and apply it abroad 
in a fun and exciting hands-on class taught by a U-M 
professor. 

GCCs include two components: An on-campus 
course during the winter semester and a 3-week, 
off-campus field experience that takes place during 
the following summer.

GCC Applications are due December 10th!



Internships Abroad

Deadline: Feb 1st*
*Sage Corps Extended Deadline: Mar 1st

Grow your professional skills with an international internship!
● Kickstart your career journey by going abroad in the 

spring on an 8+ week internship placement with a 
concurrent seminar
○ Students can elect to earn 3 or 6 credits
○ Students will work between 20-40 hours a week at 

placement
● Internship providers: 

○ CEA CAPA, IES Abroad, Sage Corps, Omprakash, ISA, CIEE
● Previous students have placed into roles related to 

research, marketing, sustainability, technology and even 
leadership skills

● Funding
○ The LSA International Internship can offset or cover the 

program cost and other internship-specific expenses. 
Students who choose the 6 credit option can also use 
federal/institutional financial aid.

Questions?
Schedule an 
appointment! 

myumi.ch/WJkbw

https://mcompass.umich.edu/_portal/tds-program-brochure?programid=12288
https://mcompass.umich.edu/_portal/tds-program-brochure?programid=12289
https://mcompass.umich.edu/_portal/tds-program-brochure?programid=12286
https://mcompass.umich.edu/_portal/tds-program-brochure?programid=12432
https://mcompass.umich.edu/_portal/tds-program-brochure?programid=12433
https://myumi.ch/WJkbw


Sustainable Recommendations
IES Abroad Link
● IES provides independent, hands-on learning opportunities 

through a variety of internship offerings. Rather than scroll 
through countless listings and submit application after 
application, work with IES’s career services team to discuss 
your career goals and IES will guarantee you a placement 
in the field of your choice.

SageCorps 
● Amsterdam -  Work in a business development or data 

analytics position for Sea Going Green and help minimize 
the impact the tourism industry has on the marine 
environment

Deadline: Feb 1st*
*Sage Corps Extended Deadline: Mar 1st

Questions?
Schedule an 
appointment! 

myumi.ch/WJkbw

https://mcompass.umich.edu/_portal/tds-program-brochure?programid=12289
https://mcompass.umich.edu/_portal/tds-program-brochure?programid=12286
https://myumi.ch/WJkbw


Getting Started



Affording Your Experience
The Office of Financial Aid Study Abroad Team can offer personalized 
information and support based on your specific needs + program
● Minimum of 12 credits for fall/winter, 6 credits for spring/summer

● Fill out an estimate worksheet (myumi.ch/DE82d) and send it to 
finaid.abroad@umich.edu

LSA Scholarships offers the LSA Study Abroad Scholarship
● Over 95% of eligible LSA students receive $1,000 to $10,000 depending 

on program costs and financial need

● Minimum of 12 credits for fall/winter, 6 credits for spring/summer

● Questions? Contact LSAScholarships@umich.edu

Additional Tips:
● Explore additional scholarships at myumi.ch/y2y5w

● Academic departments are a great place to find more scholarships

● Booking International Flights on a Budget: myumi.ch/EPzDk

mailto:finaid.abroad@umich.edu
https://lsa.umich.edu/scholarships/current-students/study-abroad-scholarship.html
mailto:lsascholarships@umich.edu
https://myumi.ch/y2y5w
https://myumi.ch/EPzDk


What’s next?
● Explore CGIS Programs:

○ Browse by region and major
○ Read through program descriptions

● Start your application on 
mcompass.umich.edu

● Optional: Schedule an appointment 
with a CGIS advisor/peer advisor!

Standard Deadlines:
● Fall/AY: March 1
● Winter: August 15/September 15
● Spring/Summer: January 15/February 1
● GIEU: November 1
● GCC: December 10
● International Internships: February 1

Note: Some programs have earlier deadlines or priority deadlines. 
Please check individual program pages for details.

https://lsa.umich.edu/cgis/
http://mcompass.umich.edu
https://lsa.umich.edu/cgis/undergraduate-students/advising.html


● What DOES happen automatically?
○ If LSA: All courses from CGIS programs come 

back as in-residence credits*

● What DOES NOT happen automatically?
○ Courses from CGIS programs counting towards 

degree/distribution requirements

Getting Credit on Programs

Talk with your Academic Advisors to find 
out if the courses you want can count for 

your specific degree requirements!

Major/Minor 
Requirement  

Major/Minor 
Advisor

LSA 
Distribution 

LSA Advisor 
(Newnan, etc)

*In-residence means that it 
looks the same as courses 
you take on U-M’s campus, 
with a letter grade that 
goes towards your GPA!



Other Benefits…

Study Abroad Honor Cord



Set up a 
CGIS Advising 
Appointment
CGIS offers many advising 
resources, including:
● First Step Sessions
● Peer Advising
● Group Advising and Info Sessions
● Program-Specific FAQ Guides
● One-on-one advising

Find these at CGIS Advising: 
myumi.ch/WJkbw

https://myumi.ch/WJkbw


Thank You
Questions?

Drop in for Peer Advising
Monday - Friday: 10am-2pm*

*Hours end one hour early on Wednesday (1pm)

Scan to sign up for 
the CGIS Newsletter 
and receive updates about 
deadlines, new programs, 
scholarships, and more 
every other week!


