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Kate Franklin 

is an anthropological archaeologist 
and Lecturer in Medieval History 
at Birkbeck University of London. 
Her work is focused most closely 
on Armenia in the Mongol period, 
and specifically engaged with 
techniques of world-making and 
Silk Road cosmopolitanism. Franklin’s dissertation 
(University of Chicago, 2014) centered on excavations  
at the Arai-Bazarjul caravanserai in the Kasakh Valley. 
Prior to her position at Birkbeck she taught anthropology, 
archaeology, war, and history at the University of 
Chicago as Dumanian Visiting Professor in Armenian 
Studies, and at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
Franklin has published on caravan infrastructure, 
medieval embodied politics, landscape, memory, and 
everyday life. Her book Everyday Cosmopolitanisms: 
Living the Silk Road in Medieval Armenia, (University 
of California Press, 2021) is out and available in print 
and Open Access.


